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Pathways serves as a communication link for the major 
partners of the following national trails:
Ala Kahakai National Historic Trail
Appalachian National Scenic Trail
Arizona National Scenic Trail
California National Historic Trail
Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail
Continental Divide National Scenic Trail
El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro National Historic Trail
El Camino Real de los Tejas National Historic Trail
Florida National Scenic Trail
Ice Age National Scenic Trail
Iditarod National Historic Trail
Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail
Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail
Mormon Pioneer National Historic Trail
Natchez Trace National Scenic Trail
New England National Scenic Trail
Nez Perce (Nee-Me-Poo) National Historic Trail
North Country National Scenic Trail
Old Spanish National Historic Trail
Oregon National Historic Trail
Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail
Pony Express National Historic Trail
Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail
Pacific Northwest National Scenic Trail
Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail
Santa Fe National Historic Trail
Selma to Montgomery National Historic Trail
Star-Spangled Banner National Historic Trail
Trail of Tears National Historic Trail
Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary Route 
       National Historic Trail
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The National Trails  
Pathways Nationwide for

National Trails System?
The National Trail System includes 3 main types 
of national trails: Scenic Trails, Historic Trails, 
and Recreation Trails. 

Categories of National Trails: 
National Scenic & Historic Trails

NSTs and NHTs are designated by Congress (see specific 
descriptions below).  The Partnership for the National Trails 
System (see left) is the nonprofit dedicated to facilitating 
stewardship of the Scenic and Historic Trails as a group.

National Recreation Trails
Offer local and regional trail experiences in thousands of 
locations around the country.  The nonprofit American Trails 
encourages the stewardship of the National Recreation Trails 
(NRTs).  NRTs are designated by the Secretary of Interior or the 
Secretary of Agriculture.  

 

What is the 

Ala Kahakai NHT
California NHT
Captain John Smith Chesapeake NHT
El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro NHT
El Camino Real de los Tejas NHT
Iditarod NHT
Juan Bautista de Anza NHT
Lewis and Clark NHT
Mormon Pioneer NHT
Nez Perce (Nee-Me-Poo) NHT
Old Spanish NHT
Oregon NHT
Overmountain Victory NHT
Pony Express NHT
Santa Fe NHT
Selma to Montgomery NHT
Star-Spangled Banner NHT
Trail of Tears NHT
Washington-Rochambeau 
        Revolutionary Route NHT

19 National Historic  Trails 
National Historic Trails may be foot or 
horse paths, travel routes, roadways, or a 
combination of both designated as a route 
retracing a part of American history. Many 
National Historic Trails have interpretive 
centers and regular events to immerse  you 
in the past.  While historic trails may run 
through urban and suburban settings, they 
boast wilderness and hiking opportunities 
as beautiful and diverse as the National 
Scenic Trails. 

Heritage ∙ History ∙ Hiking ∙ Culture ∙ Reenactments

 Building Community...
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Pathways Nationwide for

System...  
Discovery, Learning, & Understanding

Keeping History Alive... Preserving Biodiversity

THE PATHWAYS COVER 
The Autumn 2012 Pathways Across America cover depicts a blend 
of national scenic and historic trail viewscapes and activities.  The 
top photo, taken along the North Country Trail by PNTS Executive 
Director Gary Werner, depicts rich moss covered in autumn leaves, 
with the roots of a tree mirroring the trails traversing a lush 
landscape.  The two gentlemen at the center left are reenactors for 
the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail, photo courtesy of the 
Lewis and Clark Trust.  The photo of trail work stretching across 
the middle is a trail project along the New England National Scenic 
Trail, courtesy of the NPS.  At the bottom left, blended amongst 
the  autumn leaves along the Ice Age Trail (PNTS photo by Gary 
Werner), is the presentation of a new trail sign along the Trail of 
Tears NHT, courtesy of the Trail of Tears Association.  

Facilitating 
Public-Private Partnerships 
for preservation of history, natural 
environments, and human health 
through outdoor recreation.

Strengthening 
Communities 
through heritage and ecotourism, 
public involvement, and 
community collaboration.

Enhancing
Access to natural areas and 
historic treasures through innovative 
interpretation and community 
outreach efforts.

Appalachian NST
Arizona NST
Continental Divide NST
Florida NST
Ice Age NST
Natchez Trace NST
New England NST
North Country NST
Pacific Crest NST
Pacific Northwest NST
Potomac Heritage NST

11 National Scenic Trails 

Hiking ∙ Backpacking ∙  Photography ∙ Wilderness ∙ Wildlife

The National Scenic Trails represent some of 
the most magnificent long-distance hiking trails 
anywhere in the world.  Virtually every major 
ecosystem in the US is traversed by a National 
Scenic Trail, from deserts, temperate rainforests, 
tundra, mountains, prairies, temperate deciduous 
forests, wetlands, and rivers. The National 
Scenic Trails offer natural corridors for wildlife 
preservation and unspoiled viewscapes, and they 
create fitness and outdoor leadership opportunities 
for all ages.

Dislaimer: The contents of Pathways reflect the views of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the official policy of the U.S. 
Government or the Partnership for the National Trails System.
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The staffs of the Nez Perce Trail Foundation (NPTF) and the Nez Perce National Historic Trail (NPNHT) are 
pleased to announce the completion of the Trail’s Google mapping project. For visitors unable to physically 
visit the Nez Perce National Historic Trail, the option is now available for them to travel the entire length of the 
NPNHT using Google Maps and Google Earth. Completion of the virtual tour marks the first significant use of the full range of Google 
web tools to showcase, promote, educate, and enhance the public’s awareness and use of one of our nation’s historic trails. The tour 
can be accessed from the NPTF website or the NPNHT website.

The Nez Perce Trail Foundation first applied for a NPNHT Challenge Cost Share grant for this project in 2010. During the past two years 
members of the Foundation and staff from the NPNHT have worked with Ron Hall, an Eastern Washington University geographic 
information system (GIS) instructor and a Google certified kml developer for interactive web map content, to complete this project.

The NPTF was also able to take advantage of the Google Outreach 
program for nonprofit organizations. “The Foundation is proud to be a 
vital part of this effort and helping to share the story of the  Nez Perce 
National Historic Trail with audiences around the world,” said Jim Evans, 
Executive Director, NPTF.

“The uses for this tool are endless and we are extremely excited to be 
able to share these applications with visitor and educators,” said Sandi 
McFarland, Administrator of the NPNHT. “We are already exploring the  
possibility of educational curriculum using this software and further 
engaging youth.”

The tour uses existing NPNHT information in new technologies and 
gives them an interactive nature.  Using these features, visitors will now 
be able to access the full set of information provided in the NPNHT auto 
tour brochures using Google earth from their computer, smart phone or 
tablet. For those seeking a more in-depth experience they can access the 
same information via Google Earth.

“Those visitors wishing to get a 3D 
experience can ‘fly’ along the Trail and 
get a firsthand feeling for the rugged 
terrain that the Nez Perce and military 
traversed in 1877,” said Ron Hall.

Adapted from the September  20, 2012 
press release from the USFS - Nez Perce 
Historic Trail.  

Virtual Visit to the Nez Perce National 
Historic Trail Now Complete

Access the new virtual tour at:

 www.nezpercetrail.net

This trail success
supports 

Decade Goal #1
OUTREACH

The Iditarod National Historic Trail Centennial Partnership was selected to receive the 2012 Department 
of Interior ‘Partners in Conservation Award’ from the Secretary of Interior.  The award is a DOI Honor 
Award for outstanding conservation achievements that include collaborative work among diverse entities 
such as Federal, State, Local, and tribal governments, private for-profit and nonprofit institutions, other 
nongovernmental entities, and individuals.  The award recognizes outstanding conservation results that 
have been produced primarily because of the engagement and contributions of many partners. The award is 
being presented to the Iditarod Historic Trail Alliance, BLM Anchorage Field Office, Chugach National Forest, 
and Alaska DNR Iditarod Easement Project.

The Alliance enabled its agency partners to make significant progress toward the goals of the National Trails 
System Act that could not otherwise be achieved by each entity working alone.  The Alliance organized a 
5-year Centennial for the Iditarod National Historic Trail, and with the named partners completed a variety of 
Centennial Legacy projects that will significantly benefit the Trail for the next 100 years.  This includes the 
establishment of public easements on 1,600 miles of the Trail, development of 6 new public safety cabins 
and stabilization of 2 historic safety cabins, Trail-based continuing education training for 40 Alaskan K-12 
teachers, and a two week, 1,000-mile, sleddog-based outreach trip to 14 communities on the Trail by one of 
the founders of the Alliance.

The Iditarod Centennial Parntership is one of three Partnership Awards being presented to partners of 
BLM. Dozens of Federal partnerships vied for the award nationwide, and overall 19 awards will be made 
among the DOI’s eight agencies.  The award was presented in Washington D.C. in October 2012.

Iditarod NHT Centennial Partnership Receives DOI “Partners in Conservation Award”

This trail success
supports 

Decade Goal #3
CAPACITY

Percent 
(%)

Gender
(n=1594 )

Male
Female

63.2
36.8

Age 60 years or older 18.6

Who visits the FNST?

g
(n=1174)

y
50 – 59 years old
40 – 49 years old
30 – 39 years old
18 – 29 years old

16.7
14.5
10.9
12.5

Marital status
(n=951)

Married
Single
Divorced
Widowed

66.4
22.7
5.8
6.1

• Over one‐third of participants were on the 
FNST for the first time and 62.7% had been on 
the trail before.

Highest level of 
education
(n=1180)

Some high school or less
High school 
graduate/GED
Some college
College graduate 
Some graduate school
Graduate degree or 
beyond

2.2
14.3
21.7
31.9
7.5
22.0

• Two‐thirds of FNST visitors travel 20 miles or 
less to the FNST.

• A little less than half of all visitors spent an 
hour or less on the trail. 

• More than one‐third rated their experience on 
Race/ethnic 

group
(n=943)

White
Hispanic/Latino
Other

91.4
3.7
4.9

Household 
income
(n=1065)

$19,999 or less
$20,000 ‐ $39,999
$40,000 ‐ $59,999
$60,000 ‐ $79,999
$80,000 ‐ $99,999
$

9.6
16.3
24.5
14.3
11.3

p
the trail as perfect, and only 3% noted their 
experience was unsatisfactory.

• Almost 75% of people traveled alone or with 
one other person. 

$100,000 or more 19.0

Why do they visit the FNST?

0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5 4 4.5 5
Top Five Motivations

Enjoy nature

Escape noise/crowds

Reduce tensions and stress from 
everyday life

Promote physical fitness

Explore the area and the natural 
environment

0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5 4 4.5 5

Depend on my skills and abilities

Strengthen family kinship

Bottom Five Motivations

For additional information, please 
contact Taylor Stein at UF’s School 
of Forest Resources and

M. Timothy O’Keefe

Strengthen family kinship

Meet new people

Learn about the history and culture …

Take risks

of Forest Resources and 
Conservation at tstein@ufl.edu

1= Not at all important, 3 = Neutral, 5 = Extremely important



Visitor Assessment
In 2003, the University of Florida’s School of Forest Resources 
and Conservation began a collaborative visitor assessment 
project for the Florida National Scenic Trail with the US Forest 
Service and the Florida Trail Association. The purpose of 
the study has been to determine reliable use estimates of annual trail visits to 27 
segments of the trail and gather information on who Florida NST visitors are and 
why they visit the trail.  

This visitor assessment report, the only detailed longitudinal visitor assessment 
for any national scenic or historic trail, was featured at the 2011 National Scenic 
and Historic Trails Conference, and Pathways has featured the report through the 
perspectives of Josh Cucinella and Justin Fisch, both trails apprentices who became 
involved with the study as students at the University of Florida. 

Some interesting data revealed by the report:
• Trail use between 2004-2012 has been fairly consistent, with the FNST 

welcoming between 325,000 and 350,000 visitors each year.  
• Over one-third of participants interviewed were on the FNST for the first time
• Two-thirds of FNST visitors travel 20 miles or less to get to the FNST.
• A little more than half of the visitors spent an hour or more on the trails.
• Eight out of 28 research sites received 94% of the visitors.

Data and report assembled by Taylor Stein at the University of Florida.

FNST State of the Trail Report
In 2012, the US Forest Service published the first State of the Trail (SOT) Report, 
designed to provide a “snap shot” of the current conditions and resources available 
for each segment of the FNST. The SOT divides the state into four regions and 
further divides each region by Trail segment. Each FNST segment page contains 
a description and photo typical of that portion of the Trail as well as information 
regarding the segment’s ownership, mileage, volunteer support, trail class, 
infrastructure, condition, and management priorities.  In addition to individual 
segment reports, this report contains a description and assessment of the major 
gaps in the FNST. 

The goals behind the SOT were to better understand the current condition of 
the FNST and create a template for information and updates to be added as they 
become available; US Forest Service managers plan to update the report annually 
with the established template.

2012 5-Year Strategic Plan
This is a landmark document for the Florida 
National Scenic Trail. For the first time since the 
original Comprehensive Plan of 1986 we have 
sat as a team of landowners to thoughtfully, and 
deliberately, set goals for the Trail. These goals 
provide an overall strategic direction by which 
we can focus collaborative efforts and allocate 
resources to achieve specific results that benefit 
both the Trail and trail user. This document 
is also significant in that it represents a new partnership model which more fully 
engages a diverse group of land managers who are connected to the Trail.

Florida National Scenic Trail Publishes Results of Multi-Year 
Visitor Assessment & First State of the Trail Report
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Above photos: Trails Apprentices Justin Fisch 
(far left) on a visitor user survey outing and Josh 
Cucinella (photo at right) monitoring an electronic 
user counter as part of the visitor assessment.  
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These trail 
developments support

Decade Goal #3
CAPACITY

Access the full versions of the above 
documents at:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/fnst

2012

Florida National Scenic Trail

5-Year Strategic Plan 

Barbara Bowen

Annual Use of the Florida 
National Scenic Trail

2010-2011: 352,217
2009-2010: 352,218
2008-2009: 349,701
2007-2008: 349,637
2006-2007: 343,991
2005-2006: 329, 745
2004-2005: 342,458
2003-2004:  225,368
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Before my internship with the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM), to me hiking meant walking along a path that had been 
established within a few days by digging vegetation out of the 
way—a quick bout of hard manual labor.  Little did I know that 
the actual construction of the trail is not so much the cause of 
a recreational opportunity as the product of years of dedicated 
work from various community groups.

Six months ago, I began to learn about the complex process 
that begins before a trail is planned. Following my time with the 
BLM, I was offered a unique position as a Trails Apprentice for 
the Partnership for the National Trails System, working out of 
National Park Service office in Tucson, Arizona.  I became the 
Youth Involvement Specialist for Trails at a subset of the National 
Park Service called the Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance 
Program (RTCA).  RTCA supports community-led natural resource 
conservation and outdoor recreation projects.  This means that 
RTCA is involved in trails from start to finish.

My PNTS Trails Apprentice experience at RTCA has exposed me 
to all levels of trail planning, from neighborhood groups to non-
profit organizations, to City Councils, to County Supervisors, to 
Federal employees.  Good trail planning often requires many of 
these levels to incorporate the ideas, research, funding, design, 
compliance surveys, documentation, and community approval 
that occur before a trail is constructed.  I have learned that it is 
nearly impossible to plan a project within a single organization; 
pooling resources from diverse community groups is what makes 
trails possible.

As the Youth Involvement Specialist for Trails, I have worked with 
several youth groups, such as the Anza Ambassadors and Boy 
Scouts from troops throughout Arizona.  These groups have been 
involved in the construction, maintenance, and cleanup on trails 
and surrounding open spaces. For example, a group of junior 
high school students  volunteered at Hidden Cove, a future trail 
in Holbrook, AZ, to remove invasive vegetation.   In one day, they 
removed almost two acres of riparian area that had been nearly 
covered with tamarisk and camel thorn. In Black Canyon City, AZ, 
local youth have been assisting with  the “Adopt-A-Plot” program, 
in which individuals commit to caring for a section of property at 
Black Canyon Heritage Park.  By adopting a plot, youth learn why 
native plants are important and which invasive plants to remove.   

A Trails Learning Experience:  Reflections from National Trails System Intern 
Julia Sittig, Youth Involvement Specialist

Julia Sittig (second from right)  with staff from RTCA, Petrified Forest 
National Park, the City of Holbrook, and the Arizona Game and Fish 
Department.

A junior-high group that helped to remove invasive vegetation.  

Once youth are included in a trail project, the final product is 
easy to finish; the challenging part is initially developing the 
opportunities for youth to participate.  Therefore, a larger part 
of my role as the Youth Involvement Specialist has been to 
explore innovative ways to foster partnerships between youth 
and community organizations.   At RTCA, I have learned some 
of the ways that youth can be incorporated in the planning 
phase.  I have written several grant applications in which 
the applicant organization has committed to use local youth 
volunteers who will provide in-kind match for the grant.  At 
Black Canyon Heritage Park, local youth will help to complete 
a revegetation project, and a youth crew will be hired to 
construct a connector trail between the Park and the popular 
Black Canyon Trail.  Also, I have encouraged trail planners to 
consider having Boy Scouts construct trail amenities instead 
of ordering factory-made items, and community organizations 
are now seeking youth to help with building benches and 
trail signs.  In addition, I have worked to include activities for 
children and teenagers at trail events and fundraisers.  At 
the Earth Day event at Black Canyon Heritage Park, children 
enjoyed games such as Eco-Bingo, a scavenger hunt, and a 
rubber-duck race down the stream.  The organizations I have 
been working with very much value the connections they 
have made with youth, and will continue to involve children 
and young adults in future trail-related projects.  Conventional 
trail planning does not always include youth, and it has 
been  rewarding to think creatively with our partners about 
incorporating the next generation of trails enthusiasts.

During the six months I have been a Trails Apprentice, my 
perspective on trails has grown much broader and deeper. 
In the future, I would like to utilize the knowledge and skills 
I gained through this apprenticeship in a career in desert 
land management.  Since living in Arizona, I have come to 
understand how fragile and precious water, nutrients, and 
organisms are to the desert.  My goal is to become an expert 
in balancing nature’s need to maintain important components 
of ecological, hydrological, soil, and climate systems with the 
human need to experience open landscapes. My PNTS Trail 
Apprenticeship with RTCA has shown me that accomplishing 
and maintaining this balance is greatly improved with the 
cooperation (and hard work) of groups of dedicated people.
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Ice Age Trail Alliance 
Gathers Three Key 
Parcels in Late 2012
By Laura Stoez,
IATA Publications 
Coordinator

Below:  remnants of a historic granary can still be seen on the Indian 
Lake property.  

Above: Map of acquisition locations; East Twin River 
Property.  All images courtesy of the IATA.  

This trail success 
helps achieve

Decade Goal #2
PROTECTION
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A junior-high group that helped to remove invasive vegetation.  

East Twin
River

property

Gibraltar
Rock

property

Indian Lake
property

MilwaukeeMadison

Green Bay
Eau Claire

In October, the Ice Age National Scenic Trail gained three new 
properties — and 216 more acres to ramble over. The Wisconsin 
Natural Resources Board (NRB) approved Wisconsin’s acquisition 
of the Gibraltar Rock and East Twin River properties (see map) 
on October 24th, and the Ice Age Trail Alliance acquired the 
Indian Lake property on October 31st. These exciting new land 
acquisitions were made with the help of Wisconsin’s Knowles-
Nelson Stewardship Fund and Dane County’s Conservation Fund. 
They will help create more off-road trail segments; protect more 
scenic views, glacial landforms, and water resources; and connect 
more communities to green space.

Gibraltar Rock

The Gibraltar Rock property, located in south-central Wisconsin 
just south of Devil’s Lake State Park, the most visited state park in 
Wisconsin, will help bring the Ice Age Trail nearer to the eventual 
goal of an off-road connection with the popular park. The property 
encompasses 36.34 acres at the base of Gibraltar Rock, a 200-foot-
high sheer rock face that is part of the Niagara Escarpment. 

“The views from Gibraltar Rock are spectacular, and preserving 
this site will ensure that part of the viewscape will be protected,” 
said Dave Mickelson, a retired professor of glacial geology at the 
University of Wisconsin–Madison and a member of the IATA’s 
Board of Directors. “This property contains an unusual record of 
the time glaciers left this area and the vegetation change that has 
taken place since. Cores of wetland sediments from this site have 
been radiocarbon dated, and preserving this as a future study site 
will be a valuable contribution to future studies of climate and 
vegetation change.”In addition to its geological significance, the 
property will delight hikers when another off-road segment can be 
built on it. 

East Twin River

The three distinct but contiguous parcels of the East Twin 
River acquisition— two easements and one fee title — 
protect enough land to house approximately 1.5 miles of 
the Ice Age Trail and provide fishing and trapping access 
to over 6,500 feet of the banks of the East Twin River. 
The total cost was $216,000. It took a long time — over 10 
years — to get all the pieces in place to bring the purchase 
before the NRB. 

The geological interpretation opportunities on the 
property make it ideal for the Ice Age Trail. According to 
a Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources report, the 
property will “help interpret two nearby drumlins and an 
esker, all formed by the last glaciation.”

This purchase will enable the Ice Age Trail, once built, to 
form a road-to-road connection in a region where there is 
still much work to be done to get the Trail on the ground. 
“There [are] not a lot of trail segments to enjoy in that 
part of the state,” said IATA member Rita Fox.  

Indian Lake

The Ice Age Trail enjoyed a third acquisition this fall in 
the form of the Indian Lake property. The 116-acre parcel 
lies near the Town of Berry in Dane County, northwest 
of Madison, and is adjacent to Indian Lake County Park, 
which estimated nearly 80,000 visitors in 2011. Nearby 
existing IANST lands made acquisition of this parcel a 
particular priority.

The Indian Lake property falls within an America’s Great 
Outdoors (AGO) priority area — the Trail corridor between 
the Ice Age National Scientific Reserve Unit near Madison 
and the Aldo Leopold Foundation near Baraboo. A 
focus on this priority area “supports several AGO goals, 
including large landscape conservation, preservation of 
natural and culturally significant areas, and support for 
creative public-private partnerships,” the report says.

The Ice Age Trail Alliance purchased the property with 
Dane County Conservation funds. The Friends of Dane 
County Parks contributed $14,800 towards the purchase, 
and Wisconsin’s State Stewardship Fund is planned to 
reimburse half of the value. The IATA plans to transfer the 
land to Dane County, which will manage the property as 
part of Indian Lake County Park.



A Vision for National Historic Trails
By Steve Burns, Landscape Architect, National Trails System Intermountain Region, NPS, Santa Fe, NM

One doesn’t need to hike the entire Appalachian Trail to appreciate it or experience it fully -- but knowing that one can experience 
any part of it and it is connected and continuous adds something intangible to the experience and its value. The same can be said for 
national historic trails. As the National Trails System Act suggests, I believe that scenic and historic trails should be more alike than 
different. That so many have held on to the idea of their dissimilarity of purpose and the way one experiences them, in my view, 
has been part of the reason why these trails have remained so vague and obscure to the public. This approach hasn’t worked out 
very well -- which is why I reject that view and aim to do what little I can to advocate for a different goal that to me is more simple 
and better aligned with the National Trails System Act – namely, to develop each historic trail as a pedestrian trail that follows the 
historic route to the extent now practicable.

Both scenic and historic trails must be developed on the ground. This takes planning, design, and money. I know that some people 
involved with national historic trails disagree and do not see that this is needed as a prerequisite to both the trails’ preservation and 
their relevance to the public at large. For me, the fact that the historic trails are still largely invisible to the public is the evidence that 
seeing historic trails as something other than “a trail on the ground” just doesn’t work.

Our office is now involved in several projects to develop retracement trails with 
national historic trail “branding” of signs and interpretation. I see this as the way 
forward. The Jornada del Muerto project in southern New Mexico is an example. 
We are working with BLM to extend that retracement trail experience.

I believe we should embrace with total commitment the objective of developing a retracement experience for national historic 
trails. We have been successful each time we have developed the national trail on the ground with a careful eye towards public 
awareness and quality of experience. We may not be able to accomplish complete development of the trail in several lifetimes, but 
if we commit to this we will begin to make progress -- success breeds success. Eventually we will reach a tipping point and a trail 
following the historic route for its entire length will be taken as a given.

At the end of the day I am looking for a trail on the ground, a route the public visitor can recognize and follow -- not a route known 
only by a select club of trail enthusiasts. If the public can’t find the trail easily, we don’t yet have a trail “product” to market for 
tourism benefits. The evidence for this is readily available. The Santa Fe National Historic Trail has had an excellent guidebook out for 

Jack Baker, President of TOTA, Miss Cherokee Nation, and 
Cherokee Nation members take pictures on the Trail of Tears 
National Historic Trail as they prepare to retrace a newly 
developed trail segment at the Nature Conservancy site of Mantle 
Rock in Kentucky.

Santa Fe Mayor David Coss and project partners unveil the 
national historic trail sign identifying a newly opened segment 
of El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro National Historic Trail in 
Santa Fe County, NM.

Boy Scouts retrace a portion of El Camino 
Real de Tierra Adentro National Historic Trail 
in the Jornada del Muerto in New Mexico 
from the developed Yost trailhead.
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If the public can’t find the trail easily, we 
don’t yet have a trail “product” to market 
for tourism benefits.



years. A few people use it, but, for the most part, only a small segment of the population has any idea of 
the existence of the Santa Fe Trail. The same is largely true for the Oregon Trail and others.

I imagine a trail on the ground that I could follow from one end to the other that follows the historic 
route. Along that trail I might encounter spectacular landscapes, historic sites that provide a touchstone 
to the trail’s historic users and experiences, pristine segments of the trail relatively unchanged from the 
historic period of use, and towns and communities along the way that provide reminders of changes 
that have occurred and places that have not. The trail is not a simple path but the key to unlocking the 
door to a journey and an adventure unique to each person who might take it and priceless in its value to 
impact one’s life. 

I know that such a trail could exist, and sometimes I have 
experienced this as other trail enthusiasts have. Without the 
developed trail on the ground, however, this experience and journey 
remains elusive and unknown to the visiting public. I believe the 
idea of a pedestrian retracement trail that follows the historic 
route, as the Trails Act suggests, is not a simple trail but a powerful 
and profound idea that is bold and visionary with the potential to 
change lives and communities. It is in the league of great ideas like 
national parks. I look forward to the day more folks involved with 
national historic trails fully embrace the simple yet profound and bold 
objective of developing a trail on the ground that retraces the historic 
route. That is a product that is truly marketable.
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Often development of a retracement trail would involve 
minimal visitor facilities beyond making it known with signs and 
the trail itself, such as along this pristine portion of BLM public 
land on the Oregon California Trail in Wyoming.

This draft exhibit for a segment of the Trail of Tears makes the case, 
with the impact of its graphic image, for why a retracement trail can 
be such a powerful experience.

Sometimes developing a retracement trail involves nothing more than making the 
historic route on a public road known, as with this segment of the Trail of Tears 
National Historic Trail in Pope County IL. As the next step, a pedestrian trail within the 
public right-of-way would not be too difficult to imagine and develop.

Vistors on the developed Camino Real de Tierra 
Adentro National Historic Trail in the Jornada del 
Muerto in New Mexico.

This trail idea
supports 

Decade Goal #1
OUTREACH



Hunting for the ‘Lost’ 
Roadhouses of the Iditarod 
National Historic Trail

When Iditarod gold-seekers mushed through the winter forests and tundra 
of Alaska a century ago, they relied on roadhouses or ‘relief’ cabins for 
overnight shelter.  Without the modern lightweight gear we enjoy today, 
camping in the elements—or “siwashing”, was hoped to be a rare event.  
Roadhouses and relief cabins were spaced a day’s journey apart (about 
twenty miles), with the structures ranging from elaborate two story designs 
to drafty log cabins that “no self-respecting farmer would use for a stable”.  

After the designation of the Iditarod system as a National Historic Trail in 
1978, Federal historians hit the ground and gathered a fairly comprehensive 
inventory of these structures that were often in state of rapid decay.  
Quickly and crudely built with naturally biodegrading materials like tar 
paper, sand, spruce poles, and moss for roofing, most of these structures 
had imploded by the time they were documented with compass, field 
notebook, and 35 mm photographs.  Sites were named, numbered, and 
data filed with the Alaska Historic Resources Survey (AHRS), the State of 
Alaska master list of significant historic resources to be considered in land 
use management decisions.

Fast forward two and half decades to the 21st century, and increased trail 
use, nearby land development, and listing on the Register of National 
Historic Places necessitates revisiting and updating information on these 
historic sites.  But many of these sites are literally in the middle of nowhere, 
pencil marked on a one-inch-to-a-mile (or 1:250,000) USGS map, and have 
not been visited by a human for the past 25 years! Now there’s a challenge 
for your ‘inner’ Indiana Jones! Obviously our challenge pales compared to 
the efforts of relocating the camp of a Spanish expedition or of Lewis and 
Clark, but we like to think that the number of mosquitoes we encounter 
levels the playing field.

Since the expense and effort involved with getting onto the Iditarod 
National Historic Trail seems only a little less onerous than a moon 
flight (start with a 250 mile commuter flight and follow with a 100 mile 
snowmobile drive), we quickly realized that not only should we keep our 
eyes open, but every trip should be preceded with gathering as much 
roadhouse location info as possible before hitting the Trail. To this end, we 
try to use “virtual” and real aviation resources in the summer to sniff out 
lost sites before we get on the ground, and then come back during winter 
to confirm our findings. 

With a multi-season approach we have been able to locate five “lost” 
roadhouse or cabins, and gather high accuracy location information for the 
historic record.  Another five have been located by a consortium of cultural 
resource firms working in advance of a proposed natural gas pipeline (to a 
gold mine) that would be co-located with 100 miles of the Iditarod NHT.  A 
key to their success was the discovery of a set of 98 year old photos from a 
summer expedition along the route of the Iditarod Trail to survey a route for 
a railroad to the Iditarod goldfields.

Above photos: One of the rediscovered photos 
included a lost roadhouse  site. With it BLM 
positioned a Google Earth “tundra” view (street 
view is not available in remote, roadless Alaska) in 
a similar focal bearing as the historic photograph 
in order to predict the location of the “lost” Pass 
Creek Roadhouse. Since the photo indicated a nearby 
stream flowing from right to left, and given that 
the Trail here is infamous for double digit subzero 
wind chills from the west and the roadhouse owner 
positioned the structure under a sheltering hill, it 
became obvious that the site location recorded in 
the 1980s was incorrect. Using these simulations and 
other historic photography, the cultural investigators 
then hovered over likely sites in a helicopter to 
ultimately find the roadhouse remains again. 

Making an above and beyond effort with 
the newly found 1915 photography and in 
the field, Andy Higgs and his associates 
at Northern Land Use were able to 
relocate and photograph the same rocks 
as seen in the top photo of Rainy Pass on 
the Iditarod Trail.  The tripod was and is 
still used today as a method of marking 
the trail in treeless tundra areas.
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This trail success 
corresponds to

Decade Goal #2
PROTECTION

Figure 3.  Thirty one years after Figure 
2 was photographed, BLM employee 
James Whitlock records GPS data 
for the Brown Creek Shelter Cabin in 
early February while on an 80 mile 
overland journey to a job installing 
trail markers with a local partner.  
Note the growth of vegetation--could 
the gnarled spruce in photo left of 
James be same spruce below the 
helicopter rotor in Figure 2?

Figure 2.  At Brown Creek Shelter 
Cabin in 1980, a contract helicopter 
pilot for BLM holds a measuring stick 
for a historian documenting the front 
of the imploded cabin.  The same 
ridge is visible in background as in 
Figure 1.  Photo by BLM.

Figure 1.  A.H. Twitchell, Frank 
Joaquin, and Charles Fowler stand in 
front of a public relief cabin they built 
for the Alaska Road Commission in 
the early 1920s, later known as the 
Brown Creek Shelter Cabin.  Note 
snow-covered ridge in background.  
Photo courtesy J. McAtee and BLM.

1980

2011

More often than not the resolution of 
Google Earth imagery is not up to the task 
of a virtual “air” search, but when it is 
available, its geo-referencing capabilities 
are very strong.  In the previous two 
pictures, the Google Earth image on the 
right was positioned to replicate a low 
level aerial photo from 1978, and produce a 
high accuracy estimate of the latitude and 
longitude of a historic roadhouse.

c. 1920

Above: Article author Kevin Keeler 
braves hip-deep snow on a cabin 
reconnaissance mission.  Mr. Keeler 
is the BLM Iditarod Historic Trail 
Administrator, working out of the 
BLM Anchorage Field Office.  

Safety Cabins Today...
Safety cabins, while a critical historic component of the Iditarod NHT, 
continue to meet the same essential function  for many modern-day 
travelers stranded by blizzards and other unforeseen circumstances 
between remote villages. Consequently, the State of Alaska has issued 
multiple authorizations for new safety cabins along the INHT, and 
also manages two historic safety cabins listed in the Comprehensive 
Management Plan for the Iditarod Trail.  More details about the State of 
Alaska’s safety cabin developments were published in the Winter 2011-2012 
issue of Pathways Across America.  

Photo and details submitted by Judy Bittner, Iditarod Historic Trail Alliance.

Tracking Down the Brown Creek Shelter Cabin



The North Country Trail Lawsuit: 
Some Lessons Learned
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On the day after Thanksgiving 2011, bulldozers and chainsaws ripped into a National Park Service-certified section of the North Country 
National Scenic Trail in Madison County, NY. This section of the NCNST had been built over a ten-year period by North Country Trail 
Association volunteers, under permit, on abandoned railroad right-of-way owned by the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation 
and Historic Preservation (OPRHP). North Country Trail Association trail adopters happened upon the destruction and cried foul, only 
to learn OPRHP, without any communication with our volunteers, had given a permit to a snowmobile 
club to “improve” the trail for snowmobile access, a clear abrogation of the NCNST’s non-motorized 
status, not to mention a shocking and egregious slap in the face of NCTA’s citizen-stewards.  Subsequent 
efforts by the NCTA to discuss the situation with OPRHP proved fruitless as OPRHP dragged its feet in 
order to get past the statute of limitations under NY State Environmental Quality Review Law. It was 
only within this timeframe that NCTA could use legal recourse. In late March 2012, a day before the 
statute ran out, NCTA filed a lawsuit seeking to reverse OPRHP’s actions and to reclaim the damage 
done to the NCNST.

In mid-October 2012, NCTA filed a Stipulation to Discontinue the suit, effectively bringing the legal proceeding to an end. Our best 
assessment was we had accomplished what we could in bringing the situation to OPRHP’s attention; bleeding more dollars and effort 
seemed a case of diminishing returns. Much occurred in between the lawsuit’s initiation and discontinuation, among which we learned 
a number of important things, the lessons from which may be of interest or assistance to our sister National Scenic and Historic Trails. 
They include:

• The importance of insisting on the engagement of our Federal partner. With the NPS in the midst of leadership change last year we 
were unable to persuade NPS that they had a dog in this fight; we chose to make the stand by ourselves. We would do it again in a 
heartbeat if it came to that, but it got pretty lonely. NPS involvement would have (and finally did after some months) elevated the 
discussion with OPRHP far earlier in the process. In short, we would have had OPRHP’s immediate attention.

• The importance of understanding specific meanings and applications of terms like “NPS certification.” In our case we found that 
whereas certification historically held a certain amount of internal relevance and cachet between the NPS and NCTA, it proved 
meaningless to OPRHP in guaranteeing the NCNST’s route, or preventing conversion to multiple-use.

• The importance of having a current and viable management plan, understood by all our partners. In our case we were (and still 
are) under the original 1982 plan. It no longer is serving the NCNST in a manner relevant enough to have helped us either avoid the 
OPRHP situation or support our stance with them. Current OPRHP knew nothing about it. 

• Maintaining relationships with key land managers, and thus holding onto some semblance of institutional memory with their 
agencies is a critical and never-ending job, at least as important as maintaining proper trail signage. Particular attention needs to be 
paid during the frequent swapping out of agency personnel.

• Our hiking community as a whole seems not well prepared or poised to engage in legal proceedings. We need to be.
• OPRHP’s actions forced NCTA to take on the New York snowmobile lobby, an unfortunate pitting of one trail interest against 

another precipitated by OPRHP’s own manipulations. We need to find ways to create alliances with other trail-based organizations 
instead of allowing ourselves to be maneuvered against them.  

• The NCNST, while included and widely mentioned in the NY Statewide Trails Plan (part of their SCORP), was flying way under 
the radar with OPRHP’s top management. Vigilant and continuous marketing and outreach helps protect our investment with 
widespread awareness of and support for our national scenic trails.

• Use of Freedom of Information laws enabled us to access communications that, while not uncovering any smoking guns, clearly 
demonstrated a pattern of collusion, political intrigue, and the deliberate and premeditated disenfranchisement of NCTA’s citizen 
stewards that is an embarrassment to the public agencies involved. Our knowledge of and ability to expose this is helping to 
leverage current discussions with OPRHP.

It remains to be determined (now through negotiations) whether 
any of the ten miles of formerly NPS-certified NCNST in Madison 
County NY will remain a footpath within the intent of the National 
Trails Act. Would we file a lawsuit again under similar circumstances? 
Yes.  We’re a whole lot smarter now than we were earlier this 
year, and this suit has uncovered a number of areas where we are 
vulnerable, against which we can now more effectively defend 
ourselves. Which we need to be willing to do. If we don’t stand 
up for what’s right for our National Trails, who will? If we don’t 
aggressively advocate for and defend outdoor pursuits representing 
the quiet end of the recreational spectrum, who will?

By Bruce Matthews, Executive Director, North Country Trail 
Association.  The views expressed above represent the 
perspectives of the author and are not necessarily indicative of 
the standpoint of the Partnership for the National Trail System 
or its Federal partners. Guernsey Lake, North Country NST.  NCTA Photo.  

This trail challenge
corresponds to

Decade Goal #2
PROTECTION
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Trail organization and agency representatives gathered at the National 
Conservation Training Center in Shepherdstown, WV November 5-8 for the biennial 
National Scenic Trails Workshop.

Tuesday morning was devoted entirely to trail resource planning and management 
on Federal lands with a focus on preserving or protecting the setting of each trail 
within a special management corridor.  Presentations were given on National Trail 
System Act authorities, the new BLM policy manuals for national scenic and historic 
trails, the new FS Forest Plan planning directives and NPS planning documents 
and requirements.  The discussion Tuesday afternoon focused on private land trail 
protection issues, including the recent Collaborative Landscape Planning proposal 
and a possible multi-year strategy for trail protection across the National Trails 
System.  Special guests contributed their insights to the active discussion, including 
Patrick Gregerson, Chief of Planning for the National Park Service; Nancy Parachini 
and Bill Shaddox, National Land Acquisition Program Managers for the US Forest 
Service and National Park Service, respectively; and Don King, Chief of the NPS 
National Trails Land Resources Program Center.

The participants from 10 of the 11 national scenic trails used a modified “open 
space” approach to conduct the sessions, which were structured around four 
main tracks including “Protecting NSTs and their Corridors”, “Trail Management”, 
“Organization Management” and “NST Potpourri”.  Over 30 moderated discussions 
were held ranging from “Social Media and New Technologies”, “Best Management 
Practices for Nonprofits”, “Carrying Capacity Determinations”, “Alternative Energy 
and Offsite Mitigation”, and “Effects of MAP-21 Transportation Program Changes on 
the National Trails System”.  The schedule included open blocks of time to explore 
areas of common interest in more depth.

Special thanks are given to Jennifer Tripp with the Pacific Crest Trail Association for 
organizing this hugely successful workshop and to the Federal Interagency Council 
on Trails for its support and participation. 

Photos: (Top) Gary Werner, Executive Director of the PNTS, with Florida NST US Forest 
Service staff; (Center)The dining hall and (grounds) of the National Conservation 
Training Center.  

National Scenic Trails Workshop Held at National 
Conservation Training Center

Renewable Energy Planning Protects Anza Trail   By Steven Ross, Outdoor Recreation Planner, NPS

Renewable energy planning efforts by the Federal and State governments have recently resulted in significant protections for the 
Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail. This is a dramatic turn-around from 2010, when a 6,000 acre solar project with 30,000 
forty-foot-high mirrors was approved on the Anza Trail historic corridor. That project, the Imperial Valley Solar Project, has since been 
abandoned and the site is no longer eligible for solar development. Awareness of national historic trails and their significance has 
increased within the BLM and the National Park Service as a result of extensive discussions regarding renewable energy concerns. 
Following the initial rush of “fast-track” renewable energy projects vying for tax credits, the Federal and State governments have 
focused their attention on long range planning efforts to direct utility-scale renewable energy development to areas with the highest 
potential for energy generation and fewest conflicts with natural and cultural resources, and parks and trails.

The Solar Energy Development Programmatic Environmental Impact Report (Solar PEIS), approved October 2012, identifies areas 
where solar energy development would be encouraged, prohibited, or discouraged on Federal land in six southwestern States, 
including Arizona and California. Through the Solar PEIS, all national scenic and historic trails are now specifically excluded from solar 
energy development. In addition, much of the land adjacent to the Anza Trail historic corridor is designated as Exclusion Areas where 
solar development is also prohibited. California’s Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (still underway) and Arizona’s Arizona 
Restoration Design Energy Project (decision in early 2013) are using the Solar PEIS as a baseline for developing their plans and are 
also intended to facilitate wind and geothermal energy development . This should translate to protections similar to the Solar PEIS.

Despite all the positive progress, the Anza Trail still faces some threats from renewable energy projects. The Ocotillo Wind Energy 
Project currently under construction will install 112 turbines up to 428 feet tall at the southeastern boundary of Anza-Borrego Desert 
State Park. NPS and BLM staff are now collaborating on a mitigation plan that will benefit Anza Trail visitors with both local and 
trail-wide interpretative elements. In Arizona, the proposed 2,000 acre Hyder Valley Solar Project is approximately one mile north of 
the trail corridor. Also, the Arizona Restoration Design Energy Project is proposing the new Agua Caliente Solar Energy Zone within 
view of the Anza Trail. NPS is attempting to influence the outcome of these projects. Therefore, national trails staff and supporters 
must remain vigilant to ensure that recent victories with programmatic documents are not negated by specific projects that are not 
subject to those regulations or somehow slip through the cracks.



New NPS Film Brings Story of the Anza National Historic Trail to Life

The Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail is pleased to present 
the documentary film “The Anza Expedition”. This new video tells the 
story of the Anza Expedition of 1775-1776. The Spanish explorer Juan 
Bautista de Anza led over 240 settlers and soldiers on a 1,200-mile epic 
journey across unknown lands from the Presidio at Tubac to the Pacific 
coast. Their goal was to build a presidio, or fort, to secure and protect 
New Spain’s missions from encroachment by the Russians and British. 
Their settlement would become the city of San Francisco. The history of 
the Anza Expedition connects to timeless themes such as emigration, 
opportunity, diversity, hope, and faith.

The film was produced by the National Park Service and the 
Environmental Education Exchange and was funded with National Park 
Service Challenge Cost Share funds with a match from the Arizona 
Department of Transportation.  It features the late Don Garate in the 
role of Juan Bautista de Anza, a role Don perfected over 25 years as a 
National Park ranger and historian at the Tumacácori National Historical 
Park. Garate has perfectly captured the legacy of Anza for future 
generations. The film maps out the journey of the Anza expedition, 
including live-action reenacting, maps, artistic drawings, and beautiful 
photography of landscapes traversed.  Narration is done by a variety of 
actors, telling the story from the words of Anza himself, priests, solders, 
women, and children.

You can view it on YouTube in English (http://
youtu.be/uPwSliMxeiU) and Spanish (http://youtu.
be/eIsJ4uXcGbs).  If you’d like to purchase a DVD 
copy with all the extras, contact the Western 
National Parks Association(www.wnpa.org).

We are quite a sight; a fully equipped, mile-long, quarter-mile-wide, travelling city.”   

                                                                              -Juan Bautista de Anza

This trail success
supports 

Decade Goal #1
OUTREACH
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El Camino Real de los Tejas NHT Association 
awarded National Park Foundation Grant for Youth 
Education
El Camino Real de los Tejas NHT Association has been selected for  participation in the 
2012 America’s Best Idea program sponsored by the National Park Foundation, which 
funds park projects designed to connect diverse, under-engaged populations throughout 
the United States with their national parks in innovative and meaningful ways.  Neil Mulholland, President and CEO of the National Park 
Foundation, explains, “The America’s Best Idea grants are often the catalyst for extraordinary experiences that develop into lifelong 
relationships with our national parks for the program participants.”

Steve Gonzales, executive director of El Camino Real de los Tejas NHT Association, commented, “We look forward to working with 
schools throughout Texas in our efforts to engage and inform them about El Camino Real de los Tejas National Historic Trail.  We know 
this will enable them to appreciate and care for this irreplaceable resource for many years to come.”

El Camino Real de los Tejas National Historic Trail Association worked in conjunction with three seventh grade Texas history teachers to 
develop curriculum for seventh grade students. The lesson plans focus on national trails and national parks, particularly El Camino Real 
de los Tejas National Historic Trail. In all, six lesson plans were developed that will be distributed to educators to use, free of charge. 

On October 31, 2012, an interactive videoconference connected over 1,200 Texas history students and 55 teachers in classrooms across 
the State.  It is envisioned that this number will continue to grow annually, and that learning about El Camino Real de los Tejas National 

Historic Trail will become standard in all classrooms in Texas and Louisiana.  

The National Park Foundation and El Camino Real de los Tejas National Historic Trail 
Association wish to thank L.L. Bean, The Walt Disney Company, the Anschutz Foundation, 
and the Ahmanson Foundation for their generous support of the America’s Best Idea 
program. 

Photos: A field trip for youth along the El Camino Real de los Tejas NHT.



Welcome to Mark Weaver, NPS
North Country National Scenic Trail

Mark Weaver is a Michigan native, having 
spent his childhood in the “Thumb”, and 
teen years in Oscoda, on the “sunrise 
side”. After earning his bachelor of 
Landscape Architecture, he worked in 
Mesa AZ, San Diego, and Los Angeles, 
CA. He earned a master of Landscape 
Architecture at Virginia Tech then taught 
for five years at Auburn University. 

In 1993 Mark accepted his first position with NPS, as Park Landscape 
Architect at Ozark National Scenic Riverways. He developed the park 
sign program, and prepared design solutions at various locations 
in the park. Five years later, Mark transferred to the RTCA program 
in the Wisconsin field office. There, he established a nonprofit 
organization “Groundwork Milwaukee”, which focused on urban 
greening projects, and developed conceptual trail networks in 
Portage and around Horicon Marsh. In partnership with Ice Age 
Trail, he facilitated planning efforts in Rock County and Middleton 
Township, WI.

In 2008, he accepted his first Superintendency at Nicodemus National 
Historic Site, the only remaining African American reconstruction 
era westward migration settlement. Today there are only about a 
dozen residents in the town, but well over a hundred within an easy 
commute, and thousands across the country that trace their ancestry 
to this important settlement. 

Mark is now at the helm of North Country Trail thoroughly enjoying 
working with Jeff McCusker, the shared staff of Ice Age Trail, and 
all the great folks at North Country Trail Association.  

Trail Reflections 
50 Years of Hiking and Backpacking 
 by Jim Kern
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Book Review:   Every trail enthusiast—young or old—will find Trail Reflections to be an unforgettable journey.  Jim’s camera 
has captured amazing places far-afield and close to home, some I’ve hiked and many that are now on my must-hike list.  Jim’s book 
is packed with 366 pages of stunning photography from hiking locales in America and around the world, providing the more than 
forty million Americans who hike and backpack with a feast for the senses.  Whether your path takes you to the mountains, along 
desert canyons or bounding across your favorite urban trail—this book will help every hiker find places and paths to savor.  

Trail Reflections is, however, about more than beautiful places to hike and enjoy.  It also brings 
alive the five decades of Jim Kern’s myriad contributions in building America’s hiking and outdoor 
legacy—through the establishment of American Hiking Society, the Florida Trail (later designated 
a National Scenic Trail by Congress), Florida Trail Association and Big City Mountaineers.  Hiking 
is all about people and places, and part of what makes this book special is that American Hiking’s 
Alliance of Hiking Organizations is included—giving the reader a handy reference to hundreds of 
local trail organizations that are making a difference.   I encourage everyone to get a copy of Trail 
Reflections, find inspiration and new places and trails to explore.  You’ll be better for it.

Gregory Miller, Ph.D.
President, American Hiking Society

This trail success
supports 

Decade Goal #1
OUTREACH

Left: Jim Kern hiking in the Swiss Alps; 
Background: Hiking in Pakistan

On October 4, 2012, Maryland’s Lt. Govornor Anthony 
Brown presented $1.5 million in matching grants to 22 
Maryland nonprofit and government entities in support of 
Star-Spangled Banner bicentennial projects. The grants, 
supplemented by more than $5 million in matching funds, 
will support programming, education, visitor experience 
and capital improvements that expand economic 
development and tourism-related job creation throughout 
the State. 

The Star-Spangled 200 (SS200) Grant Program stimulates 
investment in the commemoration of the bicentennial 
of the War of 1812 for maximum benefit to Marylanders. 
The Grant Program will operate for the three-year 
commemoration and is funded through Star-Spangled 
Banner Commemorative Coin surcharge proceeds, 
corporate sponsorships, and state appropriations.

“From making it easy to get out on the harbor to see 
what Francis Scott Key saw to using the latest film and 
broadcasting technology to take Maryland’s national story 
to a national audience, these grants will truly benefit all
Marylanders,” said Bill Pencek, executive director, 
Maryland War of 1812 Bicentennial Commission. “The 
Commission was impressed with the depth and creativity 
of the grant applications and we look forward to seeing 
these projects alive along the Star-Spangled Banner 
National Historic Trail.”

For more information, visit www.StarSpangled200.org.
Adapted from the NPS press release

War of 1812 Centennial Grants 
Support Star-Spangled Banner NHT 
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Trails Events Calendar        Winter-Spring 2013

February 11-15 Trails Advocacy Week - Hike the Hill PNTS, American Hiking 
Society

Washington, DC www.pnts.org

March 14-16 Southern Trails Chapter Symposium Oregon-California Trails Tucson, AZ www.octa-trails.org

March 15-17 Florida Trail Annual Conference Florida Trail Association Micanopy, FL www.floridatrail.org

April 11-14 Ice Age Trail Annual Conference 
& Membership Meeting

Ice Age Trail Alliance Dresser, WI www.iceagetrail.org

April 14-17 International Trails Symposium American Trails Salt River, AZ www.americantrails.org/2013

Join us for the 2013  NSHT Conference, where we will weave together 
ideas around our goals of raising public awareness of the National Trails 
System, completing and enhancing the designated National Trails, and 
building the capacity of the trails community so we form a network of 
community-based stewards of natural and cultural resources. 

Topic Strands:
·   Telling our stories and engaging new partners
·   Preserving special places and protecting the tapestry of the land
·   Strengthening our trail organizations and our trail communities

Located at the Westward Look Wyndham in Tucson.  Conference sponsored by the 
Partnership for the National Trails System, the Bureau of Land Management, the 
National Park Service, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, the USDA Forest Service, and 
the Federal Highway Administration.

2013 National Scenic and Historic Trails Conference 
National Trails: Weaving the Tapestry of America’s Cultures, Histories, and Landscape

November 2-7, 2013 ~ Tucson, Arizona


