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Greetings, Trails Activists!

Well into autumn now, we have passed the 41st Anniversary of the 
establishment of the National Trails System.  Thus, we are also in the second 
year of the “Decade for the National Trails” – our way of focusing attention 
and effort to achieve several major goals by the 50th Anniversary of the 
National Trails System in October, 2018.

The Partnership for the National Trails System (PNTS) and our Federal trail 
administrator partners have set three BIG goals for ourselves – to make 
all Americans aware of the National Trails System – to complete the 30 
national scenic and historic trails and protect their signature resources – and 
to continually increase the capacity of the trail organizations and Federal 
agencies to sustain the trails.  The Partnership’s “Decade” Committee, 
chaired by retired Park Service National Historic Trails Superintendent, 
Jere Krakow, has prepared a set of actions to implement the three goals 
and presented them to the leaders of the trail organizations and the trail 
administrators for their evaluation and concurrence.  We will announce the 
results of that review and what will be a major focus of our collaborative 
work for the rest of the “Decade” early in 2010.

To help achieve the three Decade Goals within the Partnership’s mission 
to serve as the communication hub for the National Trails System we 
have been redesigning our major communication tools and have added 
another.  Our Communications and Outreach Coordinator, Julia Glad, has 
made PATHWAYS more colorful and, we hope, more inspiring with reports 
on creative “best practices” in outreach and youth involvement among the 
national scenic and historic trails.  We are continuing to give attention to this 
“Outreach and Awareness” Decade Goal in this issue of PATHWAYS.  We are 
also providing some coverage of issues pertinent to the “Protection and 
Completion” Decade Goal with reports from the Continental Divide National 
Scenic Trail and Oregon National Historic Trail in this issue.  We will delve 
more extensively into initiatives affecting protection and compleion of the 
trails in future issues of PATHWAYS and explore the Decade Capacity Goal 
also.

The National Trails  
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Under PNTS Board member Rich Deline’s guidance we are also 
redesigning our website to become more dynamic so that we 
can provide more detailed and more current information about 
the National Trails System for the full spectrum of interested 
people – from those seeking basic information about the trails and 
organizations to seasoned veterans looking to hone their skills and 
knowledge.  We expect the new website to be open for use by the 
end of the year.

Finally, as part of our Communications Plan implementing the 
recommendations of our Communications and Outreach Task 
Force chaired by PNTS Board member and former BLM official, 
Denise Meridith, we launched a new E-Newsletter in October.  This 
newsletter will be distributed at least monthly and will supplement 
Pathways by focusing on timely topics related to the day-to-day 
management of the scenic and historic trails and the public/private 
partnerships sustaining them.

These major improvements to our ability to be an effective hub 
for communication and information exchange are made possible 
by the essential financial assistance provided by all of our Federal 
agency partners.  Our information exchange function will only be 
as useful as it can be if the flow of information is two-way.  Like 
the hub of a wagon wheel, our state-of-the-art communication 
tools are useless without the rim that forms the wheel and the 
spokes that connect the two components together.  You, our 30 
national scenic and historic trails public/private partnerships, are 
the rim of the wheel of the National Trails System.  We need your 
ideas, reports about your challenges, accomplishments, programs, 
and activities continually flowing along your “spoke” to us so that 
we can send them back out along the other “spokes” to the whole 
National Trails System community and beyond.  Please be generous 
with sharing your good work and good news with us.

Happy Thanksgiving!

Gary Werner 

Executive Director, PNTS 
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38 years ago, and a short three years after President 
Lyndon Johnson signed the National Trails System 
Act into law, a young Georgetown University 
student named Ron Strickland had a vision. The 
Pacific Crest and Appalachian Trails had been placed 
in the legislation and were to become the nation’s 
first two national scenic trails.  Ron’s vision was 
an east-to-west trail that would compliment these 
fine north-south trails. In the years that followed, 
Ron spent countless hours poring over maps, 
determining where the best location would be for 
this trail.  Summers would find Ron and his friends in 
the northwest exploring these possible routes, thus 
the Pacific Northwest Trail (PNT) was born.  

In 1977, Janet Garner and Rex Bakel became the first to actually through-hike the PNT 
as documented in Backpacker Magazine – Issue #34.  That same year Ron formed the 
Pacific Northwest Trail Association (PNTA), a 501(c)(3), with the mission of building,  
maintaining, and protecting the PNT for future generations.

In 1978, Congressman Steve Symms-ID, introduced legislation for the Pacific Northwest 
National Scenic Trail.  From this a feasibility study was done, coming out in 1980.  This study 
determined that although the Pacific Northwest Trail met almost all of the criteria for a 
National Scenic Trail, the cost to implement it was astronomical; therefore it would not be 
feasible.

Ron continued to pursue his dream, and with help from the legendary Max Eckenburg, 
started laying out missing segments of the trail in Skagit and Whatcom Counties, in the State 
of Washington.  From 1986-1988, a division of the British Army bivouacked at the Hillier Farm 
in Alger, Washington, while building the majority of the PNT on Blanchard Mountain.  At this 
point, Ron was getting extremely frustrated that he could not move the trail forward and 
by the early 90s there was very little being done on the trail.  Enter Joan Melcher, a retired 
chemistry teacher from Issaquah, WA and a native of Skagit County.  A chance meeting with 
Ron, while Joan was hiking on Blanchard, spurred her interest in the PNT.  A year later she got 
her husband, Duane, interested and they formed the Skagit Trail Maintenance Group, received 

an Recreational Trails Program Grant to purchase tools, and continued Ron’s pursuit of the 
trail.  In 1996, Ron turned over all rights for the Association to the Melchers.

In 1999, the Melchers were looking for private donors to help support the PNTA, and Duane approached one of his former 
students, Tom “Tully” O’Keefe, of Tully’s Coffee.  Mr. O’Keefe told Duane that if they would somehow develop a program to 
work with and educate young people, that he would donate to the PNTA.  From this the SKY Program (Service-Knowledge-Youth) 
was born, and in 2000 we fielded our first SKY Crew working on the PNT.  Since then we’ve seen over 1000 kids go through the 
program, accomplish many hours of trail-related projects, and have seen a lot more of the PNT maintained and opened to the 
delight of trail users.

 

The Pacific Northwest National Scenic Trail
By Jon Knechtel, 
Director of Trail Operations, PNTA

SKY Students at work on the PNT
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   Jon Knechtel                        Joan Melcher

Olympic Sky Crew

Editor's Note:

The Pacific Northwest National Scenic Trail is a splendid addition to 
the National Trails System that links together two long-established 
trails -- the Pacific Crest and the Continental Divide National Scenic 
Trails.  This linked national scenic trail network spans 7,050 miles. All 
three of these trails are administered by the USDA Forest Service.  
The Pacific Northwest National Scenic Trail also complements the 
North Country National Scenic Trail.  Together these two trails form 
the western and eastern components of a potential continent-
spanning trail network through the northern tier of the states. 
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In 2002, the PNTA joined the Partnership for the National Trails System and 
offered to host the 2003 Conference in Bow, WA.  The conference was a huge 
success, demonstrating to the trail community that the PNT was real and that 
the PNTA was serious about their efforts to gain Trails System status for the 
trail.

Over the last 6 years many great partnerships have been developed by the 
PNTA with the agencies, various user groups, maintaining organizations, 
and volunteer groups, thus enabling us to maintain more segments of the 
trail.  We’ve also seen a large increase in through-hikers, day-hikers, and other 
users.  Some segments are seeing as many as 25,000 to 30,000 hikers per year 
(Deception Pass State Park, in Washington, sees over one million visitors a 
year set foot on the PNT), while other segments are lucky to see ten.

In 2007, Tom Gilbert-NPS, Ron Strickland, and I sat down in Seattle and decided the time was right to try this pursuit for 
National Scenic designation again.  We put together the draft legislation, talked with Congressman Norm Dicks-WA, and 
Senator Maria Cantwell-WA, and got them interested in the PNNST.  On April 30, 2008, the legislation was introduced in 
both houses of Congress, and the process began.  I spent the better part of the next four months meeting with county 
commissioners, state and federal representatives, private citizens who were against the trail in 1980, and gathered signatures 
on petitions that I flooded the Senators office with.  In June, I was invited to testify in front of the Senate with regards to 
the trail (one of the highlights of my life), meet with individual senators and members of congress, and try to impart some 
of the passion I felt for the PNT and all of the volunteers and young people who have worked so hard on the trail over the 
last decade.

Success for these endeavors became reality on March 30, 2009, when President Obama signed the bill designating the 
Pacific Northwest Trail as a National Scenic Trail.

The long-awaited National Scenic Trail status for the Pacific Northwest Trail will bring national recognition to the Trail and 
the Association. It will bring in memberships, it will provide more stable funding, and it should allow increased volunteer 

opportunities.  The National Scenic Trail designation will 
boost the economies of communities along the trail: not 
only because of through-hikers, but because of people 
who want to spend only a day or a week hiking segments 
of a national scenic trail. This has proven true along other 
national trails. 

Some things will not change: The Pacific Northwest Trail 
Association will continue to offer SKY education programs, 
will  operate a native plant nursery, support existing and 
seek out new volunteer Trail Maintenance Organizations.  
As with any national scenic trail, volunteers will still be 
needed  not only for trail work, but for a variety of other 
duties.

   Jon Knechtel                        Joan Melcher

Mt. Olympus seen from the PNT

Cathedral Crags

PNT connects with 
Pacific Crest NST

PNT connects with 
Continental Divide NST



In 2004, Congress amended the National Trails System Act to include El 
Camino Real de los Tejas as a National Historic Trail.  The addition of El 
Camino to the National Trails System was the direct result of years of effort 
by U.S. Congressman Ciro Rodríguez (D-Texas) and U.S. Senator Kay Bailey 
Hutchinson (R-TX).  Through their vision and tenacity, this historic route 
finally obtained the recognition it deserves. 

In 2007, El Camino Real de los Tejas National Historic Trail Association 
was formed as a nonprofit 501(c)(3) partner of the trail.  Since then, the 
Association has functioned largely under a managing board of directors; 
one in which the board is responsible for the day-to-day functioning of the 
Association.  This year, however, the Association has hired its first full-time 
employee in the form of an executive director.  With this development, 
along with the incorporation of volunteers to help further the goals of the 
association, it is expected that we will begin to move toward a governing 
board of directors; one that looks at strategy, talks about the vision and 
values of the association, and provides the necessary connections for 
the organization to achieve its mission.  It is no small feat to achieve this 
transition, but it is one that our organization must make as we grow and 
move towards the future.  There are other challenges that face a young 
organization, such as setting a determination of priorities and finding 
adequate funding to keep the Association running.   

Setting priorities is the most challenging aspect of a new organization.  
On any given day, I receive an abundance of phone calls and emails from 
interested parties who have ideas about what we should be doing.  All of 
these suggestions are good, and all are worth their merit.  However, it is 
impossible for all of them to be implemented simultaneously.  Therefore, it 
is essential as a new association to set a list of top priorities that are agreed 
upon by the board of directors and to work to accomplish them.  That does 
not mean that the Association does not work on items outside of its top 
priorities but, rather, that it encourages the people who conceive of those 
ideas to volunteer on them in order to get the job done.  In turn, this helps 
the Association to obtain adequate funding for its operations.

By Steven E. Gonzales, 
Executive Director, El 
Camino Real de los Tejas 
NHT Association

What is it like to be 
an up-and-coming 
Trail Association?  
The Tale of El 
Camino Real de 
los Tejas National 
Historic Trail 
Association

As any nonprofit knows, finding adequate funding sources for operations is essential.  
Without funding, it is impossible to accomplish anything.  By incorporating volunteers into 
the work of the Association, it is possible for us to apply for Challenge Cost Share funding 
from the NPS, since volunteer efforts are considered donated in-kind labor and services.  It 
is expected that this stream of funding will enable us to complete projects more quickly and 
increase the portfolio of the Association, thereby enabling us to better promote and protect 
the Trail.  Our Association is incorporating a proven promotional team to raise awareness 
about the Trail and Association with the anticipated end-goal of acquiring more funding 
through increased membership for the organization.  Combined, these two fund-raising 
techniques are expected to increase the revenues of the Association.  Using these tools, we 
foresee a sustainable stream of income that will permit us to fulfill our duty as a partner of 
the Trail.    

In the end, it can be said that being a new trail association is no easy task.  It takes a great deal of effort to get-the-wheels-turning.  Still, 
as with all national scenic and historic trails, there is an abundance of people who care about the Trail and its significance.  Therefore, 
through our combined efforts and determination, we will see that the Trail’s legacy will carry on for future generations.

Contact: Steven Gonzales, Executive Director, El Camino Real de los Tejas NHT Association for more information.  (512) 850-9073. 

Photo below: Road Swales at Lucky Loop, Texas, by Christopher Talbot, Stephen F Austin State University
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Renewable Energy and the Oregon Trail
Most of us agree that the pursuit of renewable energy sources is a necessity. We may not agree on the justification, but in the end the 
need is there. This recognized need has resulted in a rush to build renewable energy sources not unlike the oil field developments in 
the late 1800s and early 1900s. We are still living with the adverse impacts of those developments. Are we repeating the same mistake 
today?

Of particular concern is the impact of wind farms and solar fields on cultural resources. I am especially concerned about impacts to 
the Oregon National Historic Trail and its setting in eastern Oregon. Beginning about five years ago we began to see wind turbines in 
the plains between Pendleton and The Dalles, Oregon. This region is traversed by the Oregon Trail and while the land is cultivated over 
much of the area, pristine trail remnants remain in a 
few places. Even in plowed fields the Trail appears as 
a variant green ribbon when the wheat sprouts to 
about six-inches.

For the most part, the Trail is avoided by the turbine 
structures themselves, but road and transmission 
line crossings are inevitable.  The major impact has 
been to the setting which up until now has retained 
a bit of the feeling of the emigrants’ journey, in 
particular the views from the plains of the Cascades 
and their spectacular volcanoes. Today these views 
are often disturbed by the presence of 400-ft wind 
turbines spinning triple 90-foot blades. Spaced 
closely together, the scene is more like some multi-
engine aircraft struggling to get airborne than an 
historic emigrant route.

Recently, wind turbine construction has also intruded 
into the Columbia River Gorge east of The Dalles. This 
is the route of Lewis and Clark and includes many of 
their campsites along the way. Another renewable 
energy source, hydroelectric power, flooded many of the historic sites associated with their journey more than 50 years ago. Many 
Native American sites like Ceililo Falls also disappeared. The loss is irreplaceable.

North of Pendleton, on the edges of the ridges above the Walla Walla Valley, turbines have also sprouted and proliferated over the past 
10 years. This is the route of early travelers to the Whitman Mission and the Hudson Bay Company’s Fort Nez Perce. The trail has always 
been difficult to find in this area, but any prospect of locating it is probably now gone. Until the turbines appeared, the setting was still 
evocative of the emigrants’ and traders’ journeys.

One of the most disturbing new proposals is for wind turbines on the ridges at the southern end of the Grand Ronde Valley on historic 
Ladd Hill. These turbines, like the others I have described, are on private land and thus only subject to the approval of local land use 
authorities and the Oregon Industrial Siting Council. Regulations require that they consider cultural impacts when developing these 
facilities, but in the end it is really up to the landowner to decide how the property is used. It should be noted that the Trail through the 
area contains “high potential sites and segments” as defined by the National Trails System Act and listed in the Trail’s comprehensive 
management plan.

South of the Grande Ronde Valley toward Baker City, still more turbines line the trail corridor. In areas where the land is administered 
by the Bureau of Land Management, wind farm developments are subject to Section 106 actions and as a result are generally sited to 
minimize the impacts to the Trail and its setting.

In the beginning I raised the issue as to whether we are repeating the errors of the past by destroying near pristine landscapes and 
historic sites with a new form of pollution.  Is all of this being done to meet an immediate expedient of “renewable energy” with little 
view to the future?  Is a system and infrastructure being built that due to its inefficiencies will not meet the energy needs for which it 
is being built? I am afraid the answer is yes. We do not ask that all of these developments be stopped, but that they proceed in a more 
considerate manner with regard to their productivity and their impact on irreplaceable and fragile cultural resources.

By David J. Welch
Former Preservation Officer
Oregon-California Trail Association 
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Wind farm on Vansycle Ridge above the Walla Walla Valley, site of the Whitman 
Mission. Wind turbines, transmission lines and test towers are visible. Singly a wind 
turbine has a degree of grace and beauty, but this is lost in noisy complexes numbering 
in the hundreds.
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Summer school. Just the mention of this phrase invokes memories 
of missed opportunities. No trip to the pool, no getting ice cream 
on a whim, or watching reruns of Three’s A Company. Summer 
school, the arch nemesis of every summer-loving child. That was 
true until the Summer Saunters hit the scene. This year, students 
from grades 3 to 5 at Lodi Elementary School in Lodi, Wisconsin, 
had the chance to make summer school so much more, to redefine 
the mundane. 

Students had the opportunity to apply for Summer Saunters. All they needed was to explain why they should be chosen to go on 
a week of hikes. No format was required; the more creative, the better. The teachers, Luke Kloberdanz and Chris McNeill, chose 
20 students. Ten additional students were selected based on qualification for free and reduced lunch. Further, Dyana Worrell, Lodi 
Elementary guidance counselor, helped select the final ten based on emotional or behavioral needs.  This program was designed 
to help students develop healthy lifestyles that would combat child obesity, supplement grades 3 to 5 curriculum with topics such 
as glaciers, pioneers, literacy, mathematics, and the social sciences, provide students with the resources to locate and experience 
an inexpensive and accessible form of exercise by walking the Ice Age Trail, and to provide these advantages for every student at 
no charge to families. 

Funding for Summer Saunters came from the Ice Age Trail Alliance. An Alliance member arranged for the donation of 35 custom-
made hiking staffs. The Ice Age Trail Alliance helped provide each student and mentor the Ice Age Trail Companion Guide, Atlas, 
custom Summer Saunters t-shirt, bus fee, maps, membership brochures, patches, the usual literature, and many hours of help. 

Each day in the last week of July, 30 students, two teachers, 19 high school and middle school mentors, and a host of family 
members loaded a bus and drove to an Ice Age Trail segment outside of the Lodi area. The list of hikes included such gems as Devil’s 
Staircase, Cross Plains, Mecan Springs, Holy Hill, and Colsac segments. Along the way students read about the upcoming hike, 
talked with their mentors and enjoyed the vast Wisconsin landscape. Nathan Jelinek, Summer Saunters participant and current 
6th grader at Lodi Middle School, wrote the article at right about his experience. Nate joined teachers Luke Kloberdanz and Chris 
McNeill in Missoula for the Partnership for the National Trails Conference in July. The trio shared information there about Summer 
Saunters. For more information you can reach Luke at lkloberdanz@gmail.com or Chris at mcneillcd@charter.net.

Summer
Saunters

 An Ice Age Trail Educational Experience
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                                        “It is a great art to saunter.”– Henry David Thoreau

Submitted by Luke Kloberdanz



I never expected to be flying across the country this past summer.  I was in the middle of baseball 
season, and I was planning to hike on the Ice Age Trail with Mr. Kloberdanz, Mr. McNeill, and the 
Summer Saunters class.  But first I had a conference to speak at!

It was my first plane ride and the farthest west I’ve ever 
traveled.  When we approached Missoula, the trees with the 
trails looping around the mountains looked like a miniature 
replica you’d see in a diorama.   

The conference was awesome!  There were some fascinating speakers.  The Mayor of Missoula 
was hysterical.  I was a little nervous about my speech, but it turned out great.  I explained 
that being outside in nature hiking is good for kids and it’s fun.  I also mentioned that there 
are many interesting things to see in the wilderness. I got a standing ovation.  My dad and I 
did all kinds of fun stuff in Missoula.  We went to Traveler’s Rest State Park, where we had 

a great dinner and met lots of people from many places.  We 
hiked up Mount Centennial with Mr. K and Mr. McNeill. My trip 
to Missoula was definitely a highlight of my summer.   

I also had lots of fun this past summer participating in Summer 
Saunters. I loved hiking on trails out of the Lodi area. Mr. K and 
Mr. McNeill handed out Ice Age Trail Atlas and Companion Guides 
to everyone. But the coolest things were the hiking sticks.   Then 
we set off to Janesville for our first hike of the week.

Nathan Jelinik, age 12, on representing 
Summer Saunters at the 12th Conference on 
National Scenic and Historic Trails...

Nate on the Ice Age Trail

Left: Nathan Jelinik presenting at the 12th Conference on 
National Scenic and Historic Trails in Missoula, Montana 

Nate and a few of his buddies taking 
a quick break while hiking on the Ice 
Age National Scenic Trail 

MEMORIES FROM  SUMMER SAUNTERS 2009          By Grace Lee
If you’ve ever felt the feeling when you are excited about doing something new, then you know how I felt when I first participated 
in Summer Saunters two years ago. It initially started as a small summer school class, but it has become quite a big phenomenon 
in our community of Lodi, Wisconsin. I am going to share some of my experiences of hiking along the Ice Age Trail from this past 
summer’s amazing program. 

Our week began with a journey 

to Janesville for a hike at Devil’s 

Staircase. This 4 mile hike on a 

very hot day was exciting and a bit 

treacherous. In some places, the 

drop offs were so steep! The roots 

of trees along the trail were high 

up on the ground. We definitely 

needed our walking sticks to help 

navigate through the roots. In 

some places the trees were more 

spread out so we got a great view 

of the lake below.

...On Friday, our final hike was on the Colsac segment, near Lake Wisconsin. This was a short, 2 ½ mile trek through a hilly, forested trail with many beautiful vistas looking over Lake 
Wisconsin. We stopped along the 
way to pick some raspberries from the bushes that bordered 

the trail. After we hiked, we took time to write or draw in our 
journals that were also part of 
our experience each day. The finale of this day was a delicious 

cookout for participants and their families to celebrate our 
great week together.

...The Mecan Springs segment was our 
destination for Thursday’s hike. We took in the 
amazing beauty of a 
stream that traveled by the trail. We actually saw a blue heron dive down and catch a fish in the water as we were eating lunch alongside the trail. The highlight of this portion of the hike, for me, was when Mr. Kloberdanz led me, along with my dad and my sister, 

Maddie, to a special stone. It wasn’t a stone that you would 
find on the ground, but a mortar and pestle – grinding stones from the time that Native Americans lived there!
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Star-Spangled Banner NHT is a 
Focal Point for State Celebration  
Did you know that the War of 1812 lasted three years?  That our national anthem, officially recognized in 1931, was inspired by 
the Battle of Baltimore in September 1814?  The newly designated Star-Spangled Banner National Historic Trail will celebrate 
and promote these stories and others through preservation, recreation, and interpretation along a 300-mile land and water trail 
network throughout the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries in Virginia, Maryland, and the District of Columbia.

The Trail was designated in May 2008 to preserve, protect, and interpret the people, places, and events of the War of 1812 in the 
Chesapeake region.  The designation, occurring only four years before the upcoming War of 1812 Bicentennial, could not have 
occurred at a more opportune time.  Just eight months earlier, Maryland Governor Martin O’Malley, a War of 1812 re-enactor, had 
issued an executive order creating the Maryland War of 1812 Bicentennial Commission.  The Commission, staffed by the Maryland 
Department of Business and Economic Development, has planned a multi-year cultural tourism and educational initiative to 
commemorate Maryland’s unique contributions to the defense and heritage of the Nation including the pivotal clash that ensured 
American victory, an iconic flag, and our national anthem, The Star-Spangled Banner. “The War of 1812 in Maryland is our most 
important national heritage story, when diverse Marylanders from every walk of life banded together to defeat the greatest 
military power in the world,” says O’Malley.

This past Defenders Day, in the shadow of the ramparts at Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine, Governor O’Malley 
unveiled the design for a new Maryland license plate that will be available Flag Day, June 2010. The state has launched a new 
website, www.starspangled200.org, to provide a portal to information about bicentennial news, history, sites to visit, programs 
and events, and assistance to Marylanders to plan and implement bicentennial projects. The site draws heavily upon the National 
Park Service’s 2004 Star-Spangled Banner National Historic Trail Feasibility Study and links to resources throughout the state that 
are being considered as significant sites along the Trail. 

Unveiling the design for the new Maryland license 
plate at Fort McHenry National Monument.  Photo 
credit: Maryland Governor’s Press Office

Virginia has also established a Bicentennial of the American War 
of 1812 Commission, and sites and organizations in the District of 
Columbia and neighboring counties have established a nascent 
National Capital Region War of 1812 Collaborative.  Baltimore City 
and several Maryland counties have also established commissions 
to plan for the upcoming bicentennial.

While the War of 1812 commissions in Maryland and Virginia will 
sunset in February 2015, the Star-Spangled Banner National 
Historic Trail and a proposed National Scenic Byway will provide 
a legacy for the Chesapeake Bay’s bicentennial efforts, continuing 
to strengthen linkages among jurisdictions, historic resources, and 
new and enhanced interpretive and recreational experiences. For 
more information on the Star-Spangled Banner National Historic 
Trail, visit www.nps.gov/stsp.  

Submitted by Suzanne Copping, Project Manager, NPS
Star-Spangled Banner National Historic Trail



 CAMP POMP: Bringing to children 
the Heritage of Lewis and Clark
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The 41st Annual Meeting of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, held Oct. 3-7, 
2009, centered on honoring the life and memorializing the death of Meriwether Lewis. 
Camp Pomp, the kids camp named after Sacagawea’s son, had to be educational enough 
to encourage parents to take their children out of school for the meeting.  The team of 
Jeanne Anderson, Elaine Prestholdt, and Darlene Caldwell took on that challenge.

Attendees studied both pioneer and Native American cultures.   Crafts, such as basket 
weaving, making a haversack sewn together with leather and decorated with beads, 
helped teach the children about life in 1809. They also made ribbon shirts, bear claw 
necklaces, and model Teepees. The children each made their own “buzz saw” toy, and 
were given corn husk doll kits to make when they returned home.

Period games taught the children how much fun it could be to play with toys that did 
not need electricity.  Weather kept us indoors, but they enjoyed toys loaned to us by the 
Manitou Bluffs Chapter of the Trail Heritage Foundation.  Among the favorites were the 
hoop and stick, graces, marbles, tic tac toe, cup and ball, and Jacobs’s ladder.      

An Indian picnic gave the children the opportunity to taste foods that were discovered 
in the New World.  They learned how the Indians used every part of the Bison, and 
got to touch all of the displays during the hands-on demonstration.   The attendees 
were also presented with “Buffalo Bags” containing learning materials to take home.   
Clothing demonstrations were given throughout the camp, for both Native American 
and Early Pioneer Cultures.  Roger Wendlick, portraying Drouillard the Shawnee/French 
interpreter, and Joshua Loftis, portraying a Shawnee, taught Indian sign language to the 
children.  They really liked this class and used the “sign talking” during the rest of Camp. 

Daniel Sloshberg entertained participants as Cruzatte, a French Boatman on the 
Expedition, teaching about music, his fiddle, and his accidental wounding of Lewis.  The 
children danced to his music and played along with other period instruments in some of 
the songs.  This type of story telling really kept the children enthralled. 

 During a break in the weather, Camp Pomp went to visit the Living History Encampment 
on the grounds.  Members of the Discovery Expedition of St. Charles conducted many 
learning stations for the children.  The Children got private time to visit with Seaman, 
Lewis’ Newfoundland Dog, and learn what an asset he was to the men of the Corps.   
They also got to visit with “Captain Lewis” himself who gifted them with special pennies.  
They received instruction in quill writing and journaling.  

John Fisher gave an excellent talk on the medicines of Lewis, instructing them about 
“good” and “bad” medicine.  They got to smell, touch, and ask about the many things on 
his display tables.  Audience participation and interaction was very high for this evening 
lecture presented just for the kids.  However, adults found it fascinating as well.      

Many of the participants in Camp were not old enough to keep a written journal.  So a 
memory book of photos, taken during Camp, journaled their experiences, and will help 
them remember the event. 

The members of the Teen Camp were given literature to help them understand the 
lectures they attended at the conference.  Their guide, Rob Fix, is a history teacher in 
Waco, TX, and was an excellent choice to help them gain the most from their experience.  
Teen camp members attended the lecture describing Lewis’ air rifle and were given the 
opportunity to fire a replica. 

As Camp Pomp neared its close, the children were told about Meriwether Lewis’ final 
days, and what would be happening at his Memorial Service the following day.  They 
understood the reverence of this significant event.     

 Camp Pomp was a success and the children did not want it to be over.  The real key to a 
good Camp lies in the participants. We were fortunate to have great kids who wanted to 
participate and learn and helped made it a great Camp.
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By Elaine Prestholdt



ERIC MASON, AGE 25
I began working with National Trails just 
over a year ago with Americorps; I am 
now a technical advisor with the Pacific 
Crest Trail Association.  No two days are 
ever alike for me; I am either sleeping 
on the floor of the PCTA office, in my car, 
or in my tent while out on backcountry 
trail work projects.  I winter in Southern 
California to supervise Alternative Spring 
Break Crews like the Georgia Tech Trailblazers, and to train 
crews from the Northwest Service Academy.  I join one of our 
most active volunteer groups, the Trail Gorillas in Southern 
California, to remove hazard rocks with the pionjar and boulder 
buster. Recently, I worked with the Student Conservation 
Association's staff during the “Old School Rock Workshop” to 
learn basic rigging techniques and use griphoists to fly rocks 
down the trail on a high line to our worksite.  We sometimes 
collaborate with the Backcountry Horsemen and their horses, 
who are a blast to work with and make many projects possible. 

During the summer, I 
head north to Oregon and 
Washington to work with 
groups like the Forest Youth 
Success Program, which helps 
get youth summer jobs working 
on trails.  When I’m not out 
swinging tools, I’m meeting 
with agency partners in the 
Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, and National Park 
Service to coordinate work projects.  For one project, I worked 
with Forest Service archaeologists to realign the PCT around 
sensitive archaeological sites.  There, I flagged the new trail 
corridor in preparation for a National Environmental Policy Act 

study.  This spring, I had the opportunity to work 
with Tejon Ranch Corporation helping to review 
the alignment of a potential 38-mile relocation of 
the PCT off of its current location along the Los 
Angeles Aqueduct, and onto the wild and scenic 

Tejon Ranch. 

I am fortunate to be able to work with 
community volunteers, who are the foundation 

of the PCTA. Many of our volunteers are thru-
hikers, section hikers, or equestrians.  Others 
are folks that run out of the office Friday 
night at five o’clock to spend their weekend 
getting dirty digging tread and brushing 
overgrown sections of trail.  I enjoy seeing the 
trail through their eyes and feed off of their 
enthusiasm.  

After attending the Partnership for National 
Scenic and Historic Trails Conference as a 
Youth Scholarship recipient, I have a better 
understanding of our Nation’s trail system.  I 
was able to see what a few people with a love 
of a trail can accomplish.  

ANNIE FEHRENBACH, AGE 22 
Humboldt State University
Trails have been a part of my life since I was very young. 
My father first started taking me backpacking when I 
was only four or five years old.  Because of these early 

experiences, I gained an 
appreciation for and a love 
of the outdoors.  In high 
school I was a committed 
participant of the Student 
Conservation Association.  
Through the SCA, I was 
able to partake in much 
trail work; I did pretty 
much everything from 
routine maintenance, such 
as installing waterbars and 
brushing trails, to building 

a trail from scratch.  I was given the opportunity to restore 
and build trails in four national parks, including two in 
Washington and two in Alaska, and a chance to work in 
local parks in my community in Seattle.

Right after high school, I 
joined the New Hampshire 
Conservation Corps, the 
first half of which I taught 
8th-graders environmental 
education.  This experience 
allowed me to realize the 
importance of educating 
our youth about the need 
to conserve our resources 
and become stewards  of the  environment. The second 
half of our program was dedicated to trail work.  During 

our trail season I was crew 
leader for two amazing trail 
projects, including building two 
miles of beautiful trail from 
scratch and creating a 56-foot 
bridge out of local materials. 

As a student I am focused 
on my studies, but I am still 
involved with trails.  I am 
working to organize a  long-

term relationship between Humboldt State University and 
the Pacific Crest Trail Association, 
by getting students out and 
volunteering on the Trail in Northern 
California.  I believe that by engaging 
youth in trails, we can inspire a 
stewardship and conservation ethic 
in the generation of today, which we 
can pass on to the generations of 
tomorrow.

11

Spotlight on Trails Apprentices
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Across the National Trails System, community outreach to youth has become a major theme.  The participation of Youth Scholarship 
Recipients at the 12th Conference on National Scenic and Historic Trails was only one in a long string of efforts to support and 
encourage youth participation and appreciation of the national trails.  The national trails have seen a host of innovative practices 
and programs, some of which are highlighted in this and upcoming issues of Pathways. Agencies and private organizations alike 
are placing youth involvement towards the top of their priorities.  Consequently, there has become an increased need for a 
centralized body of young trails enthusiasts to provide input and ideas for the development and promotion of programs and 
approaches to youth outreach. 

Following the 12th Conference on National Scenic and Historic Trails, the Youth Scholarship Recipients have developed a National 
Trails Youth Council with members from accross the country.  The National Trails Youth Council, which meets via conference calls, 
had its first meeting in early October.  The National Trails Youth Council will meet by phone approximately monthly to:

    * brainstorm ways to encourage youth involvement with the NTS
    * share ideas for partnerships
    * provide suggestions to the Partnership for developing youth programs.   

The National Trails Youth Council would be a great opportunity for any youth who...

    * Have experience working on or in some way supporting a national scenic or historic trail

    * Would enjoy brainstorming ideas for working with the National Trails System
    * Are interested in spreading the word to youth about the National Trails System

The National Trails Youth Council is open to anyone age 16 to 25 who is interested in sharing his or her ideas about the National 
Trails System. If you, or somebody you know, fits this description, please contact PNTSCommunications@gmail.com.

Introducing... The National Trails Youth Council
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Just in time for Halloween, Congress completed work on the Fiscal Year 2010 Appropriations for the Department of the Interior 
and the USDA Forest Service.  The bill they passed included several “treats” for the National Trails System (NTS).  Within the $300 
million appropriated for land acquisition from the Land & Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) – the largest amount appropriated in 
years, but still only 1/3rd of the amount authorized to be spent annually – Congress included money for the following NTS projects:

·   $2.82 million to the National Park Service to acquire land in New Hampshire, Vermont, and 
Pennsylvania for the Appalachian National Scenic Trail;

·  $2 million to the National Park Service to acquire land for the Ice Age National Scenic Trail with the  
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources;

·  $3 million to the Bureau of Land Management to acquire land in La Cienega ACEC along El Camino Real 
de Tierra Adentro National Historic Trail in New Mexico;

·  $2.1 million to the Bureau of Land Management to acquire land for the Oregon National Historic Trail 
along the Sandy River in Oregon;

· $1 million to the Bureau of Land Management to acquire land in the Cascade-Siskiyou National 
Monument in southern Oregon along the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail;

·  $6 million to the USDA Forest Service to acquire Rocky Fork land along the Appalachian National 
Scenic Trail in Tennessee;

·   $500,000 to the USDA Forest Service to acquire land for the Florida National Scenic Trail.

Congress also addressed several critical operational funding needs for the NTS.  Funding for the National Landscape Conservation 
System (NLCS) has been increased $7.9 million from last year’s funding and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has been 
directed to establish a new “Subactivity Account” for the national scenic and historic trails within the NLCS account.  This new 
budget structure will bring the BLM budget into conformance with the budgets for the Park Service and Forest Service and make 
it much easier to track the funding for national scenic and historic trails across all three agencies.

While increasing the “Trails maintenance and construction” allocation for the USDA Forest Service by $4.3 million to $85.381 million, 
Congress recognized the responsibility to administer the new Arizona and Pacific Northwest National Scenic Trails and directed 
the Forest Service to provide full time administrators and finish the Comprehensive Management Plans for them while maintaining 
the funding provided for the other scenic and historic trails.

Finally, Congress provided $2 million in construction money to the BLM to complete the California National Historic Trail Interpretive 
Center in Elko, Nevada and $265,000 of construction money to the Park Service for the Ice Age National Scenic Trail.

Congress Passes 2010 Trails Appropriations



A New Comprehensive Plan for the 
Continental Divide NST 

The Forest Service has amended the Continental Divide National Scenic 
Trail (CDNST) Comprehensive Plan. “After almost 25 years, it was time 
to update the 1985 Comprehensive Plan and Forest Service directives to 
reflect the changes in the way CDNST is used for recreation and other 
resource programs,” said Maribeth Gustafson, Deputy Regional Forester 
for the Rocky Mountain Region. “We needed to create a clear vision for 
the CDNST corridor and travel route to guide future development and 
management of this National Scenic Trail.” 

During an extended comment period from June to October 2007, the 
Forest Service received 8,000 comments to the proposed direction. 
Many of those who commented were supportive of the need for 
updated direction, especially as related to scenery management, trail 
design, conservation, and more. Most who commented were concerned 
about access for motor vehicles and bicycles.

The Forest Service appreciates the involvement of those interested in this National Scenic Trail in helping to shape its future. “It is 
important for interested citizens to know that there will be ample opportunity in the future to weigh in on specific proposals for 
segments of the CDNST through local planning efforts, which will include land and resource management planning,” Gustafson said.

The 2009 Comprehensive Plan creates a clear vision and identifies guiding principles for the development and management of each 
section of this National Scenic Trail:  “The nature and purposes of the CDNST are to provide for high-quality scenic, primitive hiking 
and horseback riding opportunities and to conserve natural, historic, and cultural resources along the CDNST corridor.”  

The Comprehensive Plan amendment assures that the Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, and National Park Service are 
positioned to complete the CDNST in partnership with state and local agencies, tribal governments, the Continental Divide Trail 
Alliance (CDTA), and other interested groups and individuals.

Let’s celebrate this early Decade for the National Trails success as we continue to build the trail and provide for the conservation of a 
sustainable corridor.  With the support of CDTA, the rest of the National Trails community and interested citizens, the CDNST will be 
located, built, protected, and celebrated as a significant Decade for the National Trails achievement. For more information, see the 
Forest Service website at www.fs.fed.us/cdt, and the CDTA website at www.cdtrail.org. 

The Response of the Continental Divide Trail Alliance 
to the Amended CDNST Comprehensive Plan*  
As the leading nongovernmental partner in the completion, maintenance, and 
protection of the CDNST, the Continental Divide Trail Alliance (CDTA) is pleased 
with the finalization of the public process to help strengthen and solidify consistent 
management direction for the CDNST; and CDTA feels this will provide the much 
needed clarified direction for future management of the CDNST, more adequately 
support our land management partners as they move forward towards completion 
of the CDNST, and more formally engage the entire American Public in helping fulfill 
the vision Congress had for the creation of National Scenic Trails. CDTA commends 
and recognizes the diligence of its USFS partners toward the finalization and 
completion of this important process and its engagement of the American Public.

CDTA supports the new direction to be included in the amended Comprehensive 
Plan for management of the CDNST. CDTA feels this new direction will provide a 
more consistent framework for making decisions about the management and uses 
allowed on the CDNST, trail wide.

*This summary is excerpted from CDTA’s Official Response to the Forest Service 
Final Direction and 2009 Comprehensive Plan for the Continental Divide National 
Scenic Trail.  The entire document can be found at http://www.cdtrail.org/uploads/
CDTA_Response_2009FederalRegister.pdf.
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Photo taken by John Fielder.

Mt. Yale along the CDT; photo by John Fielder.

By Greg Warren, USFS National Administrator, 
Continental Divide National Scenic Trail



On July 10, President Obama nominated Jonathan Jarvis to be director of the National 
Park Service, a nomination confirmed by the Senate on September 25th, 2009.

Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar stated, “Jon Jarvis is a career professional who has 
consistently stood up for protection of national parks. He brings great wisdom and three 
decades of experience to the job.”

Jarvis, a 30-year veteran of the National Park Service, has served since 2002 as regional 
director of the agency’s Pacific West Region, where he was responsible for 54 national 
parks in Washington, Oregon, Idaho, California, Nevada, Hawaii and the Pacific Islands 
of Guam, Saipan and American Samoa, as well as a host of NPS community revitalization 
programs that serve those states.

"America's National Park System is a gift from past generations to this and succeeding 
generations. I look forward to working with Secretary Salazar, the Congress, our 
partners, and the extraordinary employees of the  National Park Service as we prepare 
for the next century of stewardship and excellent visitor experiences,"  Jarvis said.

Jarvis has served as superintendent of Mount 
Rainier National Park in Ashford, Washington, 
Craters of the Moon National Monument in 
Idaho, and Wrangell-St. Elias National Park 
& Preserve in Alaska. A trained biologist, 
he was also Chief of Natural and Cultural 
Resources at North Cascades National 
Park. Jarvis is currently the co-leader of the 
Children in Nature taskforce with the  National 
Association of State Park Directors.

A native of Virginia, Jarvis has a B.S. in biology 
from the College of William and Mary and 
completed the Harvard Kennedy School 
Executive Program in 2001.

Excerpted from NPS press release.

Tom Tidwell grew up in Boise, Idaho, and graduated from Washington State University. He has spent 
32 years with the Forest Service in a variety of positions. He began his Forest Service career on 
the Boise National Forest in fire, and has since worked on eight different national forests, in three 
regions.He has worked at all levels of the agency in a variety of positions, including District Ranger, 
Forest Supervisor, and Legislative Affairs Specialist in the Washington Office, where he worked on 
the planning rule, the 2001 roadless rule and the Secure Rural Schools County Payments Act.

Tom served as the Deputy Regional Forester for the Pacific Southwest Region with primary 
responsibility for fire and aviation management, recreation, engineering, state and private forestry 
and tribal relations. Under Tom’s leadership, there was a significant increase in the Region’s 
effectiveness to reduce hazardous fuels, and improved cooperation with CALFIRE on wildland fire 
suppression. Prior to this assignment, Tidwell served as the Regional Forester for the Northern Region, 
with responsibility for the national forests and grasslands in northern Idaho, Montana, North Dakota 

and portions of South Dakota. As the Regional Forester, Tom encouraged and supported community-
based collaboration to find resolution on how and where to use active management to restore forest 
health and address wildfire threat to communities, and to provide protection for the values of unroaded 
landscapes.

Tom’s field experience includes working from the rural areas of Nevada and Idaho all the way to the 
urban Forests in California and the Wasatch-Cache National Forest in Utah, where he served as Forest 
Supervisor during the 2002 Winter Olympics. Tom has extensive fire experience, beginning as a firefighter, 
and accumulating nineteen years as an agency administrator responsible for fire suppression decisions.

Tom Tidwell Named 17th Chief of USDA Forest Service

Jonathan Jarvis Named Director of NPS 
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“IN HIS OWN WORDS....
“I have served as a field park ranger in the 
most classic sense: delivering interpretive 
talks, working the information desk, 
conducting search and rescues, riding 
horse patrol, and ski patrol. I have fought 
fires, trapped bears, forded glacial rivers, 
rappelled off cliffs, made arrests, and 
helped thousands of visitors have a great 
experience in their parks.  In my first 26 years 
of service in the NPS, I was an interpretive 
ranger, a protection ranger, a biologist and 
Superintendent in seven parks in seven 
states.”   

Excerpted from Jonathan Jarvis’ statement 
before the US Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources.  The full text can 
be found at http://www.nps.gov/legal/
testimony/111th/JonathanBJarvis.doc.

Jon Jarvis being sworn in as the Director 
of the NPS. NPS Photo.



Calendar of Events for PNTS Partners 
Winter 2009 - 2010

December 2009
December 6-10 America’s History: Protecting the 

Past, Informing the Future, Ranger 
Rendezvous XXIII 

Association of National 
Park Rangers

Gettysburg, PA

February 2010
February 7-10 Engagement - A Call To Action, 

2010 APPL Partnership Convention 
& Trade Show

Association of Partners for 
Public Lands

San Diego, CA

February 20-25 Hike the Hill: PNTS Trails Advocacy 
Week

Partnership for the 
National Trails System

Washington, DC

March 2010
March 6-21 Iditarod 2010 Sled Dog Race Iditarod National Historic 

Trail, Inc.  
Anchorage, AK - Nome, AK

March 26-28 Pathway to the Future: Florida 
Trail Days FTA Annual Conference

Florida Trail Association Haines City, FL

Pathways Across America
Partnership for the National Trails System
222 S. Hamilton Street - Suite 13
Madison, WI  53703
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Cover Images from top right to bottom left: NPS Green Team, from Milwaukee, Wisconsin working along the Ice Age NST, checking 
pedestriam counters on the Florida NST,  the Annual Re-ride on the Pony Express NHT, the March to Kings Mountain, Overmountain Victory NHT, 
the Summer Saunters Program of the Ice Age NST, scenery from the Arizona NST, Crater Lake along the Pacific Crest NST, a cascade along the Pacific 
Northwest NST, and fall colors along the North Country NST.


