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Across America
Pathways Across America is 
the only national publication 
devoted to the news 
and issues of America’s 
national scenic and historic 
trails.  It is published by 
the Partnership for the 
National Trails System under 
cooperative agreements with:

Department of Agriculture: USDA Forest Service

Department of the Interior: National Park Service, Bureau 
of Land Management, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Department of Transportation: 
Federal Highway Administration

Administration:
Gary Werner  gary@pnts.com 608-249-7870
Editing and Design:  Julia Glad Pooler   
PNTSCommunications@gmail.com
Partnership for the National Trails System
222 S. Hamilton Street - Ste. 13  Madison, WI  53703

For information about the Partnership for the National Trails 
System or to learn how to contact any of our partner groups 
visit the PNTS web site at: www.pnts.org.
Unless otherwise indicated, all material in Pathways Across 
America is public domain. All views expressed herein 
perspectives of individuals working on behalf of the National 
Trails System and do not necessarily represent the viewpoint 
of the Federal Agencies.  
Pathways serves as a communication link for the major 
partners of the following national trails:
Ala Kahakai National Historic Trail
Appalachian National Scenic Trail
Arizona National Scenic Trail
California National Historic Trail
Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail
Continental Divide National Scenic Trail
El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro National Historic Trail
El Camino Real de los Tejas National Historic Trail
Florida National Scenic Trail
Ice Age National Scenic Trail
Iditarod National Historic Trail
Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail
Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail
Mormon Pioneer National Historic Trail
Natchez Trace National Scenic Trail
New England National Scenic Trail
Nez Perce (Nee-Me-Poo) National Historic Trail
North Country National Scenic Trail
Old Spanish National Historic Trail
Oregon National Historic Trail
Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail
Pony Express National Historic Trail
Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail
Pacific Northwest National Scenic Trail
Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail
Santa Fe National Historic Trail
Selma to Montgomery National Historic Trail
Star-Spangled Banner National Historic Trail
Trail of Tears National Historic Trail
Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary Route 
       National Historic Trail
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The National Trails  
Pathways Nationwide for

National Trails System?
The National Trail System includes 3 main types 
of national trails: Scenic Trails, Historic Trails, 
and Recreation Trails. 

Categories of National Trails: 
National Scenic and Historic Trails

NSTs and NHTs are designated by Congress (see specific 
descriptions below).  The Partnership for the National Trails 
System (see left) is the nonprofit dedicated to facilitating 
stewardship of the Scenic and Historic Trails as a group.

National Recreation Trails
Offer local and regional trail experiences in thousands of 
locations around the country.  The nonprofit American Trails 
encourages the stewardship of the National Recreation Trails 
(NRTs).  NRTs are designated by the Secretary of Interior or the 
Secretary of Agriculture.  

 

What is the 

Ala Kahakai NHT
California NHT
Captain John Smith Chesapeake NHT
El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro NHT
El Camino Real de los Tejas NHT
Iditarod NHT
Juan Bautista de Anza NHT
Lewis and Clark NHT
Mormon Pioneer NHT
Nez Perce (Nee-Me-Poo) NHT
Old Spanish NHT
Oregon NHT
Overmountain Victory NHT
Pony Express NHT
Santa Fe NHT
Selma to Montgomery NHT
Star-Spangled Banner NHT
Trail of Tears NHT
Washington-Rochambeau 
        Revolutionary Route NHT

19 National Historic  Trails 
National Historic Trails may be foot or 
horse paths, travel routes, roadways, or a 
combination of both designated as a route 
retracing a part of American history. Many 
National Historic Trails have interpretive 
centers and regular events to immerse  you 
in the past.  While historic trails may run 
through urban and suburban settings, they 
boast wilderness and hiking opportunities 
as beautiful and diverse as the National 
Scenic Trails. 

Heritage ∙ History ∙ Hiking ∙ Culture ∙ Reenactments

 Building Community...
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The National Trails  
Pathways Nationwide for

System...  
Discovery, Learning, and Understanding

Keeping History Alive... Preserving Biodiversity

THE PATHWAYS COVER
The Spring 2016 Pathways Cover features  from top left to bottom 
right: Church Rock near Monticello along the Old Spanish NST, courtesy 
of the Old Spanish Trail Association;  a 5-year-old cycling enthusiast 
enjoying the Arizona NST, courtesy of the Arizona Trail Association; 
local trail runners along the Pacific Crest NST, photo by Scot Hampton, 
courtesy of the Pacific Crest Trail Association; camus flowers near Lolo 
pass on the Nez Perce NHT, courtesy of Roger Peterson, USFS; trail 
workers on the Continental Divide NST, courtesy of the Continental 
Divide Trail Coalition; Saunters youth program participants, courtesy 
of the Ice Age Trail Alliance; trail workers on the North Country 
Trail, courtesy of the North Country Trail Association, and a Seeds of 
Stewardship participant, courtesy of the Arizona Trail Association.  

Inside cover photos from left to right: volunteers in the Carson 
National Forest, courtesy of the Continental Divide Trail Coalition; at 
Bent’s Old Fort Fur Trade Symposium, courtesy of the Santa Fe Trail 
Association;  and freshly-maintained trail along the Continental Divide 
NST, courtesy of the Continental Divide Trail Coalition.  

Facilitating 
Public-Private Partnerships 
for preservation of history, natural 
environments, and human health 
through outdoor recreation.

Strengthening 
Communities 
through heritage and ecotourism, 
public involvement, and 
community collaboration.

Enhancing
Access to natural areas and 
historic treasures through innovative 
interpretation and community 
outreach efforts.

Appalachian NST
Arizona NST
Continental Divide NST
Florida NST
Ice Age NST
Natchez Trace NST
New England NST
North Country NST
Pacific Crest NST
Pacific Northwest NST
Potomac Heritage NST

11 National Scenic Trails 

Hiking ∙ Backpacking ∙  Photography ∙ Wilderness ∙ Wildlife

The National Scenic Trails represent some of 
the most magnificent longdistance hiking trails 
anywhere in the world.  Virtually every major 
ecosystem in the US is traversed by a National 
Scenic Trail, from deserts, temperate rainforests, 
tundra, mountains, prairies, temperate deciduous 
forests, wetlands, and rivers. The National 
Scenic Trails offer natural corridors for wildlife 
preservation and unspoiled viewscapes, and 
they create fitness and outdoor leadership 
opportunities for all ages.



As we continue to work towards the preservation and completion of the National Trails System, it is 
important to know that there is still a great deal of work to be done. This is why we head to Washington 
each year with the American Hiking Society and fellow partners to “Hike the Hill.” Hike the Hill® is a 
week-long event that provides opportunities for participants to advocate for the protection, completion, 
and funding of our NTS. Throughout the week citizen advocates speak with members of Congress, 
congressional staff, and leaders of the Federal land managing agencies. Through these conversations we 
learn how to better work together, continue to provide education and advocate for important issues and 
legislation, and plan for the future of our NTS.

One of the ways we use our voice in Washington is by speaking with Congress about legislation that 
positively affects the NTS. Some of the key legislation currently being considered is as follows:
• Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) (S.338/H.R.1814):

This is one of the most well-supported pieces of bipartisan legislation relating to the National Trails 
System. The LWCF provides funding for protection and completion of critical sections of trails. Revenue 
from offshore drilling for oil and gas helps to fund conservation projects, with no cost to taxpayers. 
Currently, the LWCF will exist for the next three years. We believe that LWCF should be permanently 
authorized and fully funded at $900 million annually. The LWCF is crucial to the future of our trails.
In mid-April the Senate voted 85 - 12 to permanently reauthorize the LWCF as part of S. 2012, The Energy 
Policy Modernization Act.  The Senate Energy Bill will need to be reconciled with the House Energy Bill to 
become law.

• National Forest System Stewardship Act (S.1110/H.R.845):
This bipartisan act would help to decrease the backlog of work needed to be done to maintain the trails 
on National Forests by increasing opportunities for volunteers and partners to maintain them.

• Wildfire Disaster Funding:
This bipartisan act would change how the Federal government budgets for the suppression of wildfire 
disasters by treating wildfires like other U.S. disasters such as floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, etc. Clean-up 
and other responses to these events is funded by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
budget. This act would fund more wildfire suppression costs from the FEMA budget rather than the U.S. 
Forest Service budget.

• Federal Land Transaction Facilitation Act (FLTFA) (S.405/S.2189/H.R.1651/H.R.3173):
This bipartisan act would restore the authority to facilitate the sale of not needed Federal land by the 
Bureau of Land Management to provide funding to purchase high-priority land for conservation and 
outdoor recreation.

We believe that greater Federal funding for the National Park Service, Bureau of Land Management, and 
USDA Forest Service’s trails program will help leverage our ability to care for, connect, and protect our NTS. 
In 2015 alone, for every Federal dollar provided the return on investment equaled 1.5:1—thanks to volunteer 
stewardship of the trails. In total, over 1,000,000 hours of volunteer service were documented along the 
NTS, which equates to a value of over $24,750,000. Furthermore, private contributions from the national 
trails organizations for the NTS totaled over $12,390,000. However, as incredible as these contributions are, 
they are not enough to fully develop and sustain our trails.

Full funding of the LWCF and greater funding for the agencies’ trail programs by Congress will help 
to provide means to close missing links, protect high-priority recreational and historic areas, and fund 
additional maintenance and necessary resources to already existing trails.

As we move forward, we are excited to continue to partner with the National Park Service (NPS) in 
celebration of the NPS Centennial, while also preparing for the celebration of the National Trails System 
Act’s 50th anniversary in 2018.

After this year’s trip to Washington, we are confident that big things are ahead for the NTS. If Hike the Hill 
teaches us one thing, it’s that when we use our voices together, they become amplified.

53

A Week in Washington — Hike the Hill® 2016
Article and photos by Chelsea Bodamer, PNTS

Top photos: registration 
table at Hike the 
Hill; Representative 
Blumenauer kicks 
off the House of 
Representatives Trail 
Caucus. Photos below: 
Youth attendees with 
the Pacific Crest Trail 
Association speak with 
U.S. Forest Service Chief 
Tidwell about their life 
changing experiences 
on the trail; Attendees 
take part in a 50th 
Anniversary of the 
National Trails planning 
meeting with Federal 
partners.
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Partnership for the National Trails System
222 South Hamilton Street, Suite 13, Madison, WI 53703 * (608) 249-7870

CONTRIBUTIONS MADE IN 2015
TO SUPPORT THE NATIONAL TRAILS SYSTEM
BY NATIONAL SCENIC AND HISTORIC TRAIL ORGANIZATIONS

Trail Organization(s)
Volunteer 

Hours

Value of 
Volunteer 

Hours
 Private 

Contributions 

Ala Kahakai Trail Association and E Mau Na Ala Hele 2,772             63,950$             3,060$             
Appalachian Trail Conservancy 272,447        6,285,352$       5,064,000$     *
Arizona Trail Association 18,368          423,750$           326,907$         
Camino Real Trail Association 1,500             34,605$             3,000$             
Camino Real de los Tejas NHT Association 3,000            69,210$              65,120$            
Chesapeake Conservancy and partners -$                    2,888,151$       
Continental Divide Trail Coalition and partners 45,830          1,057,298$        314,823$          
Florida Trail Association 39,796          918,094$           206,422$         
Ice Age Trail Alliance 75,677           1,745,868$        621,000$         
Iditarod Historic Trail Alliance 15,000          346,050$          8,340$             
Anza Trail Coalition of Arizona, Anza Trail Foundation, 
and Other Partners 21,858           504,264$          1,167$               
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, Lewis and 
Clark Trust, and other partners 67,848          1,565,253$        252,900$         
Mormon Trails Association and other partners 10,000          230,700$           
Natchez Trace Parkway Foundation 4,500            103,815$            27,752$            
National Pony Express Association 27,012           623,167$            7,500$              
Connecticut Forest and Park Association and 
Appalachian Mountain Club 4,005            92,395$             15,000$            
Nez Perce Trail Foundation 5,560            128,269$           3,846$             
North Country Trail Association 66,166          1,526,450$        460,856$        
Old Spanish Trail Association 21,057           485,785$           8,243$              
Oregon-California Trails Association 96,750          2,232,023$        144,663$         
Overmountain Victory Trail Association 7,400            170,718$            16,700$            
Pacific Crest Trail Association 96,481          2,225,817$         1,873,179$       
Pacific Northwest Trail Association 30,100          694,407$          4,700$              
Potomac Heritage Trail Association 5,500            126,885$           2,055$              
Santa Fe Trail Association 73,303           1,691,100$         39,141$             
National Trail of Tears Association 34,712           800,806$          14,408$            
Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary Route NHT 
Association (W3R-US) 26,384          608,679$          23,795$            

Totals 1,073,026  24,754,710     12,396,728   
Notes: value of volunteer time calculated using the national 2014 value of volunteer time by the Independent 
Sector.  Some, but not all, trails organizations include federal reimbursement rates for miles driven for volunteer 
work as part of their private contributions.

Volunteer stewardship activities Include but are not limited to: trail building and maintenance, outreach 
event development, youth engagement, public education, development of interpretive materials and 
sites, removal of invasive species, habitat restoration, land protection, historic research, reenactments, 
archaeological studies, and community partnership development.

* Private contributions number from previous year as FY 2015 financials are still pending. 
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Beginning to Address the Land Protection 
Backlog in the National Trails System

Miranda Canyon -- Old Spanish Trail
Information Submitted by John Hiscock, Association 
Manager, Old Spanish Trail Association

Arroya Miranda, or Miranda Canyon, lies along the North Branch of 
the Old Spanish NHT adjacent to Carson National Forest. The area 
had been privately owned since the days of Spanish land grants, and 
demand for residential development had been growing steadily.  
Local communities in the Taos area, the Old Spanish Trail Association 
(OSTA), and The Trust for Public Land (TPL) collaborated to protect 
the land, and in 2011 the TPL bought the 5,087 acre property for 
$10.8 million.  Since that time, those partners have worked with the 
Partnership for the National Trails System to acquire Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (LWCF) dollars between 2012 and 2015 to transfer 
the TPL Miranda Canyon tract to Carson NF.  Final funding in the 
amount of $2.6 million was acquired via LWCF in 2015 to complete the 
transfer from TPL to the USFS.

The project is a significant success story for OSTA, TPL, PNTS, and the 
USFS.  Miranda Canyon will be managed for its watershed, vegetation, 
and wildlife resources, as well as its public recreational potential.  The 
acquisition places management control of as much as eight miles of 
the OSNHT with the USFS and trail Administering agencies NPS and 
BLM.  In this location, the Canyon and the OSNHT will provide the 
public with significant “opportunity to vicariously share the experience 
of the original users of a historic route” in effectuation of the goals 
and mandates of the National Trails System Act.
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Miranda Canyon
C A R S O N  N AT I O N A L  F O R E S T,  TA O S  C O U N T Y,  N E W  M E X I C O

Each year starting in 2014, the Partnership for the National Trails System (PNTS) and a number of the 
national scenic and historic trail organizations have helped our Federal partners prepare a package of land 
protection projects for funding with Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) money.  This work has 
been done through the interagency Collaborative Landscape Planning process (CLP) which is intended 
to strategically focus acquisitions by one or more of the four Federal land managing agencies within 
defined “landscapes.”  We have successfully demonstrated to the land protection staff within the agencies and the Departments of 
Agriculture and Interior that the National Trails System (NTS) is a national landscape of trails, each of which is a series of landscapes.

Each year, coordinated by PNTS staff, national trails organizations have submitted 60 - 70 land acquisition projects valued at $55 - 
$66 million along up to 14 national scenic and historic trails for consideration to be included in the President’s annual budget.  Some 
of those projects have been included in the President’s Budgets for Fiscal Years 2015, 2016, and 2017.  Congress has appropriated  
$25.523 million of LWCF money in 2015  for the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), National Park Service (NPS), U.S. Forest Service 
(USFS)  and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to buy land along six national historic trails and three national scenic trails.  
For FY 2016, Congress appropriated another $20.865 million of LWCF money to buy land along five national historic and three 
national scenic trails.

Over the past four years, the PNTS and individual trail organizations have cataloged several hundred opportunities to protect land 
valued at nearly $200 million along about half of the national scenic and historic trails.  Most of these projects are opportunities to 
close trail gaps and preserve historic and cultural sites. Many of the land purchases would also protect critical wildlife habitat, rare 
and endangered species, watershed and riparian areas, and the scenic quality of the trails involved.  That half of the national scenic 
and historic trails have participated in the CLP initiative and have readily generated so many land protection projects is an indication 
of a huge unmet need in the NTS—to permanently protect 
thousands of miles and sites along these trails.

There is a growing awareness within Congress and among 
American citizens of the maintenance backlog in the 
National Park System and the 155,000 miles of trails in the 
National Forest System that need to be addressed.  We are 
exposing a large land protection backlog in the National 
Trails System—one that we need to convince the Federal 
agencies and Congress to address with consistent increased 
staff engagement and increased LWCF appropriations.  
Expanding upon the attention and LWCF funding gained 
through the CLP process, there are some new and renewed 
efforts underway within the NTS to address this backlog.

The Ice Age Trail Alliance and the Pacific Crest Trail 
Association are working as land trusts to close gaps and 
protect the integrity of their national scenic trails.  Some 
of the other trail organizations are getting help from local 
land trusts or national organizations—The Conservation 
Fund and the Trust for Public Land—to preserve critical 
places along their trails.  Land protection specialists in the 
BLM, USFS, and NPS are beginning to see the national trails 
as priority places to preserve with the limited LWCF money 
available.  We are witnessing the potential blossoming of an 
urgently necessary and exciting phase in the development 
of the NTS—the systematic acquisition of the necessary 
land to be able to make our trails more complete on the 
ground.  This process, used to preserve a greenway corridor 
for the Appalachian Trail in the 1970s, 80s, and 90s, can 
now be applied to more of the national trails.  Recently, 
CLP has invigorated land protection efforts, national trails 
organizations have made excellent progress, and land trusts 
have offered fresh starts and opportunities.  Thanks to 
these developments there is much, good work for all of us 
to do to make these new land protection projects succeed.  
We will regularly share the progress being made to protect 
our national trail lands in PATHWAYS Across America.

Like the reawakening in the fresh buds of spring let us be 
part of a new flowering within the National Trails System!

- Gary Werner, Executive Director, PNTS



Castle Valley Trailhead Acquisition — Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail
Submitted by Megan Wargo, Director of Land Protection, Pacific Crest Trail Association 

On March 24, 2016, the U.S. Forest Service in partnership with The Trust for Public 
Land and Truckee Donner Land Trust acquired the 412-acre Castle Valley Trailhead 
property.  The property was purchased with $2.1 million from the Federal Land and 
Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).

As the primary access to one of the most heavily used backcountry recreation areas 
in the northern Sierra, this acquisition will assure the public has continued year-round access to 
National Forest System lands located within a 3 1/2 hour drive of 11 million people. With frontage 
to Interstate 80, this parcel was the subject of numerous development proposals, which would 
have limited public access and complicated wildfire protection efforts. 

Not only does the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail (PCT) travel through the northeastern 
corner of the property, but the entire 412-acre property is within the viewshed of the PCT.  This 
acquisition will provide crucial scenic protection to the PCT experience in addition to creating 
the opportunity to develop a new trailhead for year-round public use on and near the PCT. 

“Thanks to the work of many of our partners, we are excited to add this portion of Castle Valley 
to the Tahoe National Forest,” said Eli Ilano, Tahoe National Forest Supervisor.  “This area 
contributes to the protection of the South Yuba River watershed, provides important wildlife 
habitat for a number of species, and adds outstanding recreational access to the public.”
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Ice Age NST Land Preservation Successes
Submitted by Kevin Thusius, Director of Land Conservation, Ice 
Age Trail Alliance

The Ice Age Trail Alliance (IATA) received six donated properties 
and two donated easements, and purchased one property and 
one easement during 2015 and early in 2016. These transactions 
represented approximately $2.56M in donated value and 
approximately $130,000 paid from public and private resources.

Long-Time Volunteers Donate Property for the Ice Age 
Trail, Expanding Preserve Boundaries

Ice Age Trail supporters and volunteers Tom and Bonnie Wise and 
the Fiore family recently donated 20 and 8.5 acres, respectively, of 
land featuring beautifully mature oak trees and rolling topography 
to the Ice Age Trail Alliance (IATA). Their land, located in the town 

of Middleton, which is under intense 
development pressure, is located 
adjacent to the IATA’s 80-acre Valley 
View Preserve including the Ice Age 
NST, miles of side/loop trails, and many 
acres of restored oak savanna and 
prairie. The Fiore family  also donated 
funds towards the IATA’s Property 
Monitoring Fund to help oversee their 
property in perpetuity. 

These two acquisitions bring the Valley 
View Preserve to nearly 110 acres of 
land conserved forever while providing 
habitat for a host of plant and animal 
species. 

Moraine-Outwash Preserve Protected 

Thanks to LWCF, the Knowles-Nelson 
Stewardship Fund and the IATA’s Langlade 
Chapter, the IATA recently acquired 
the Moraine-Outwash Preserve, (photo 
above), a 39-acre property from the Louise 
Selenske Estate in Langlade County along 
the heavily-travelled State Highway 64. 
The property was acquired as an “anchor” 
for future Ice Age Trail development and 
the IATA plans to develop interpretive signage, loop trail, and a 
small parking lot. 

The Antigo Flats where the land is located is a large, flat, 
relatively open area of land in the shadow of the surrounding 
moraines. University of Wisconsin-Madison Geology Professor 
Emeritus and former Alliance board member David Mickelson 
notes that  “This is a spectacular piece of land from the glacial 
geology perspective…The Antigo area is one of the best places 
in the State to see the moraine-outwash relationships...”
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6Photo above: Castle Peak, California, along the Pacific Crest NST. Photo at right: trail runners 
along the Pacific Crest NST.  Photos by Scot Hamptom, courtesy of the PCTA.



El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro NHT 
Buckman Road Nonmotorized Segment:  
Realizing the Bold Vision of National Historic Trails 
By Steve Burns, Landscape Architect, NPS Intermountain Region Office. 
All photos and maps courtesy of the NPS NTIR Office.  

El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro NHT
El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro, meaning 
the Royal Road of the Interior or King’s 
Highway, was a main Spanish colonial artery of 
commerce and travel between Mexico City and 
its northern settlements and mining regions, 
beginning in the late 16th century. Don Juan 
de Oñate’s expedition in 1598 led the first 
European colonizing expedition to establish 
the new “Kingdom of New Mexico” and its 
first capital in San Juan Pueblo (now Ohkay 
Owingeh) just north of Santa Fe.
This route influenced the development of 
communities throughout Northern Mexico and 
what is now the U.S. Southwest throughout 
Spanish Colonial rule, after Mexican 
independence in 1821, and as the route of U.S. 
invasion of Mexico in 1846. It was used for 
confederate attack during the U.S. Civil War, 
and use of the trail continued until the railroad 
followed the route to El Paso.  
The segment of El Camino Real located in 
Mexfico is one of only a handful of routes 
worldwide to be declared a World Heritage 
Route by the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 

Project Overview
The Buckman Road retracement trail is an almost $4,000,000 Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) Federal Lands Access Program (FLAP) construction project 
that will construct paved connecting and natural surface retracement trail linking 
two historic routes of El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro National Historic Trail 
in Santa Fe. The project will construct a trailhead, arroyo crossings, interpretive 
exhibits, national historic trail road and pedestrian signing, and a total of nearly 
15 miles of trail. The Buckman Road segment follows Oñate’s original route of El 
Camino Real through a nearly pristine and evocative landscape. A paved connecting 
trail will link the already constructed or under development segment following the 
historic route established when the capital was moved to Santa Fe in 1609. This 
existing segment of constructed trail is a part of the City and County Santa Fe River 
Greenway Trail that has been under development for many years and has already 
been branded and identified as a retracement trail route of the national historic 
trail. When completed, the linked trail segments will allow visitors to retrace nearly 
30 miles of the historic routes of the trail from the historic plaza of Santa Fe, to the 
oldest Buckman Road route of the trail taken by Juan de Oñate and his Spanish and 
mestizo colonists to San Juan Pueblo.  The trail construction project following this 
oldest route will end at Diablo Canyon (photo below). 

Photo at left: Known as Diablo Canyon, this 
majestic area is the terminus of the Buckman 
Road retracement trail construction project 
of the Old Spanish National Historic Trail. 
Nonmotorized trail along such beautiful 
“high potential” segments of national 
historic trail demonstrate a common ground 
between the national historic and national 
scenic trails.   Like their scenic trails partners, 
historic trails can  provide outstanding 
hiking and wilderness viewscapes while 
conveying a timeless sense of the historic  
journeys undertaken along their routes.  

Nonmotorized historic trail allows the public to venture on a personal 
journey, through place and across time, exploring the touchstones of the 
past with their own perceptions.  Such trail allows visitors to literally 
“follow in the footsteps of history”, to feel the same breeze, smell the 
scents, and experience firsthand how landscape shaped the journeys of 
those before them. 

Photo at right: The Buckman Road retracement 
trail construction project will connect to an 
existing segment of national historic trail 
completed in 2012 and being unveiled by the 
mayor of Santa Fe and Steve Burns, NPS, near 
the El Camino Real trailhead. From this trailhead 
on the west side of Santa Fe the national historic 
trail follows the Santa Fe River and parallels the 
original historic route of the trail to the historic 
plaza of Santa Fe. 
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Ribbon cutting photo by Marty Gosselin.

Project Background
Several years ago, the City of Santa Fe and Santa Fe County Open Space and Trails Program had worked to develop a trail along the 
Santa Fe River, securing millions of dollars of local funds to acquire right of way and build trail along the Agua Fria Road starting at the 
Santa Fe Plaza National Historic Landmark.  These partners were aware of the Camino Real and its connection to the segment, so when 
Scenic Byway funding became available to provide signing and interpretation of the river trail, the Santa Fe County Trails and Open Space 
staff contacted the NPS National Trails Intermountain Region office (NTIR) for technical assistance.  NPS contributed Challenge Cost 
Share funding to sign and brand the segment as an “original route”.  
The NTIR Landscape architecture team attended the professional trail builder’s conference with the goal of learning more about putting 
historic trail on the ground. There NTIR staff met a staff member of TRIPTAC (Transit in Parks Technical Assistance Center) of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation who helped NTIR staff apply for $33,000 in TRIPTAC funding just before the program expired in 2014.  
Those funds were used to create a development concept plan for the Buckman Road retracement trail project, which marked the 
inaugural use of a standardized planning template created by the NTIR landscape architecture staff.  This plan demonstrated the value of 
the planning template for future endeavors and was helpful in securing NM Federal Lands Access Program (FLAP) funds in 2014. 

Map at left depicts the El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro NHT 
with rose-colored lines. The dashed yellow line represents 
the Buckman Road retracement trail construction project 
funded with FHWA FLAP funds. The green dashed and solid 
lines indicate the completed and planned sections of national 
historic trail the project connects to along the Santa Fe River. 

FLAP Funding — A First for National Historic Trails
The Federal Lands Access Program (FLAP) of the Federal 
Highway Administration  (FHWA) was established to improve 
transportation facilities that provide access to, are adjacent to, or 
are located within Federal lands. FLAP funds are overwhelmingly 
used for public road projects, but trails are eligible. This project 
marks the first time the NPS has pursued FLAP funding to build 
national historic trail. The project cost was just under $4,000,000, 
and the County and City of Santa Fe secured the 15% matching 
funds required in New Mexico*. The NPS will contribute $100,000, 
having ranked this project number one nationwide for Connect 
Trails to Parks funding.
Currently the FHWA Central Federal Lands Office is working with 
their hired consultants and partners to complete construction 
documents and environmental compliance for the project. 
Construction will begin in spring of 2017.

Lessons Learned for NHTs 
• Nonmotorized  retracement routes along NHTs are a critical 

part of the intended vision for NHTs
• Explore new models, partnerships, and funding sources to 

secure funding and support 
• Identify other community projects and existing trail or sites 

that might leverage future NHT projects
• Develop standardized NHT overview plans with all partners
• Recruit landscape architecture and engineering expertise in 

developing a specific retracement trail plan
• Replicate methods and formulas used to successfully put NHT 

on the ground in other locations
*FLAP requires a 20 percent match in most States, but western 
States have a lower match. See http://fhwa.dot.gov/legsregs/
directives/notices/n4540-12 for more information. 

Photo above: The retracement trail project follows Oñate’s route through a valley formed by an arroyo and defined by a steep escarpment 
and mesa. Future trail users will be literally following in the footsteps of the oldest and longest European route in North America, used by 
Native Americans for a millennium before that. 
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The BLM manages more than 245 million acres of public land, the most 
of any Federal agency. This land, known as the National System of Public 
Lands, is primarily located in 12 Western states, including Alaska. The BLM 
also administers 700 million acres of subsurface mineral estate throughout 
the nation. The BLM’s mission is to manage and conserve the public lands 
for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations under its 
mandate of multiple-use and sustained yield. In Fiscal Year 2014, the BLM 
generated $5.2 billion in receipts from public lands.

In March 2004, at the historic Mission Inn in Riverside, California,  nearly 100 people gathered together to discuss 
the future of BLM national trail administration and management (photo below right).  Attendees included the 
BLM Director, Assistant Director, Division Chief, and the National Trails System (NTS) Program Lead, Deb Salt, as 
well as BLM field managers and trail staff, and the Federal Interagency Council on Trails. Also in attendance were 
representatives from California State Parks and organizations representing trails that BLM administers or fall on BLM public lands.  With 
over 250 issues raised at that meeting, the need for the agency to develop a program for the trails and guidance for how to administer 
them was clear.  A team of BLM staff developed a 10-year National Scenic and Historic Trails Strategy, addressing four focus areas: 
Administrative, Resource, Partnership, and Visitor, approved by then-BLM Director Kathleen Clark in March of 2006.  

Over the last 10 years, the document, which is available at http://on.doi.gov/1S7pOF0, has shaped the BLM’s approach to national trail 
administration and management. For example, the strategy called for the development of trail policy, resulting in the BLM’s ground-
breaking NTS manual series now used extensively inside and outside the BLM to enhance trail protection.  A key policy provision calls for 
the establishment of National Trail Management Corridors (statutory rights-of-way) to protect trail landscapes across BLM lands. 

Deb Salt shared that this strategic effort required “longevity and persistence” and that by “taking the long view” (pun intended), 
the BLM was able to “demonstrate cutting edge trail conservation and protection” in a multiple use and sustained yield working 
environment through the then-new National Landscape Conservation System (NLCS).  This work set a precedent for trail administering 
and managing agencies to follow for implementing National Trails System Act requirements.  A report on BLM’s 10-Year Strategy will be 
forthcoming.  Going forward, the NLCS Strategy will guide BLM National Scenic and Historic Trail program efforts. 

BLM Completes 10-Year Scenic and Historic Trails Strategy

Federal Highway Administration Resources Available
Compiled from Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) sources by Christopher Douwes, Transportation Alternatives Program / 
Recreational Trails Program, FHWA

On December 4, 2015, President Obama signed into law the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act. The 
FAST Act authorizes $305 billion over fiscal years 2016 through 2020 for the Department’s highway, highway and motor 
vehicle safety, public transportation, motor carrier safety, hazardous materials safety, rail, and research, technology 
and statistics programs. See www.fhwa.dot.gov/fastact/ and see program guidance at www.fhwa.dot.gov/fastact/
guidance.cfm. National Trails may benefit from funds from the Surface Transportation Block Grant Program, 
Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside, and Recreational Trails Program. Projects that provide access to or within 
Federal lands may be eligible under the Federal Lands Access Program and Federal Lands Transportation Program.

Recent and upcoming FHWA-produced publications and resources that may benefit National Trails Partners:

Available by summer 2016 at: www.fhwa.dot.gov/
environment/bicycle_pedestrian/index.cfm

The Bike Network Mapping Idea Book will highlight 
how communities have mapped their bicycle 
networks.

Achieving Multimodal Networks: Applying Design 
Flexibility and Reducing Conflicts will highlight 
planning and design improvement opportunities in 
locations where various transportation modes come 
together, for example, near transit stations, bus stops, 
street-crossings, schools, and essential services.  

The Strategic Agenda for Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Transportation will provide a strategic action 
framework for issues such as data collection and 
management, network implementation, research, 
and training. The strategic framework will inform 
future investments, coordinate policies, and promote 
partnerships.

Available Online Now:

The Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Performance Management 
Guidebook provides sample performance objectives and measures that 
States, Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs), and project sponsors 
may consider as they administer, implement, and evaluate TAP projects and 
program outcomes. The Guidebook promotes voluntary best practices to 
ensure program transparency and accountability, but does not establish 
requirements or standards. http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/
transportation_alternatives/performance_management/

Case Studies in Delivering Safe, Comfortable, and Connected Pedestrian and 
Bicycle Networks  http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/
publications/network_report/

Incorporating On-Road Bicycle Networks into Resurfacing Projects http://www.
fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/publications/resurfacing/

The Guidebook for Evaluating Pedestrian and Bicycle Performance Measures 
presents a range of potential measures and their effectiveness at different 
scales. http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/
publications/performance_measures_guidebook/
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Q: Are our trail users part of the problem?  

A: Unfortunately, when it comes to the spread of 
terrestrial invasive species along our trails, the answer 
can be yes.  There are invasive species capable of colonizing 
just about every habitat on earth and trails are common 
pathways of spread.

Fortunately, you and your organization have a unique 
opportunity to protect natural resources by helping 
recreationists understand the link between outdoor recreation 
and pathways of spread for terrestrial invasive species (those 
that live on land).  

Created by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources to 
address the spread of invasive species along recreational trails, 
the PlayCleanGo outreach campaign has quickly spread across 
the country and into Canada.  It goes beyond the familiar Leave 
No Trace principles by providing simple action steps and free 
access to a graphic library which partners can use or adapt to 
meet local needs. 

By Matthew Davis, North Country Trail Association’s Regional 
Trail Coordinator for ND and MN and PlayCleanGo Steering 
Committee member and Susan Burks, Minnesota DNR 
Forestry’s Invasive Species Program Coordinator

10

Become a PlayCleanGo Partner
By adopting PlayCleanGo educational materials, the National 
Trails community can help educate trail users about specific 
actions they can take to help prevent the spread of harmful 
species.  The goal of the PlayCleanGo campaign is: “To give 
recreationists a clear call to action—to be informed, attentive, 
and accountable for stopping the spread of invasive species.”  We 
invite you to become a PlayCleanGo Partner.  You can sign up for 
free by going to http://playcleango.org/join.html. A list of current 
partners can be found on http://playcleango.org/partners.html.

By becoming a partner, you can utilize PlayCleanGo materials 
to spread the message - PlayCleanGo: Stop Invasive Species in 
Your Tracks. The fun, user friendly materials were designed to 
encourage responsible outdoor recreation across the continent 
by building in the flexibility needed to accommodate a variety 
of audiences and media outlets, and the needs of a variety of 
partner organizations.

10

Using PlayCleanGo Brand Assets
A large collection of sample ads, signage, banners, headlines, 
tag lines and simple action steps for specific audiences 
have been developed using PlayCleanGo brand assets. The 
graphic library has been posted on Dropbox where partners 
can access it for free.  The materials included provide for 
the possibility of a systems approach to your invasive 
species outreach using a consistent look and feel to reach a 
broad range of audiences across a broad range of habitats.  
Samples include materials for motorized and nonmotorized 
recreationists and both terrestrial and aquatic invasive 
species.  To see some of the graphics available, visit http://
playcleango.org/media.html.  If you have questions about 
becoming a PlayCleanGo partner or using their materials, 
email the campaign managers at info@playcleango.org.

Young NCT hikers lining up to use a PlayCleanGo boot brush station 
at a North Country NST trailhead at Itasca State Park during an Itasca 
Moraine Chapter-led hike for a summer school outdoors program.

COME CLEAN. LEAVE CLEAN.

Give Invasive Species The Brush Off.

At right: An 
example of a 
PlayCleanGo 
banner ad, one 
of a variety of 
resources available 
to PlayCleanGo 
partners.  

PlayCleanGo Partnership Program 
Offers Invasive Species Prevention 
Awareness Resources Nationwide

PlayCleanGo promotes awareness, understanding, and 
cooperation by providing a clear call to action to be 
informed, attentive and accountable for stopping the 
spread of terrestrial invasive species.
Visit the PlayCleanGo website at: 

www.playcleango.org

10



REACHING OUT— 
LESSONS IN ENGAGING DIVERSE 
YOUTH FROM NTS PARTNERS

11

Assembled by Julia Glad Pooler, PNTS, from 
Interviews with Matt Nelson, Executive Director 
of the Arizona Trail Association, and Luke 
Kloberdanz, Outreach and Education Manager, 
Ice Age Trail Alliance.  

About Saunters
Saunters is a program of the Ice 
Age Trail Alliance that infuses core 
educational concepts into trips on the 
Ice Age NST. The program typically 
consists of a week of day hikes 
with some overnight expeditions.  
Participants take part in activities 
connected to the Common Core 
and/or Wisconsin Model Academic 
Standards and participate in the 
IATA’s ColdCaching Program (a natural 
features variation of GeoCaching) 
while sauntering up to 8 miles per day 
and doing service learning projects. 
The program targets trail communities 
and urban areas.

About Seeds of Stewardship
Seeds of Stewardship is a program run 
by the Arizona Trail Association.  The 
program brings groups of students out 
to the trail during the school day 5-7 
times throughout the school year with 
a three-tiered emphasis on experience, 
education, and service learning. Due to 
the trail’s proximity to urban centers, 
over 60% of participants are minority 
students. The program follows custom 
integrated lesson plans based on the 
grade levels of the students and the goals 
of the participating teachers and include 
a strong emphasis on STEM and literacy 
skills development.  

Across the country, there is a growing 
awareness that engaging all Americans—
including diverse groups historically less active 
in wilderness recreation—is critical to the 
long term vitality of our public lands systems 
and conservation goals.  National Trails are 
no exception, and trail organizations are 
developing programs to effectively engage the 
next generation.  

The Saunters Program (Saunters) in Wisconsin 
and the Seeds of Stewardship Program (Seeds)
in Arizona have been particularly successful at 
engaging large numbers of youth from diverse 
backgrounds over the past several years. Each 
program’s leadership was willing to share 
their insights and strategies with the trails 
community through interviews with PNTS staff.  

Both of your organizations have identified teachers and school districts as critical for reaching diverse youth audiences, although 
you have worked with other organizational partners as well.  What are some of the advantages of working with teachers?

Access to large, organized, diverse groups of youth on a regular and repeated basis. -- (Seeds) Reaching out directly to kids 
and parents as an organization is very difficult and resource-intensive; it simply makes more sense to connect with existing 
organizations that have regular, consistent contact with kids and can identify their specific needs and interests.  In most cases, 
Seeds of Stewardship works with teachers and school districts, as our program format is particularly well-suited to trips during 
the school day and our curriculum is designed to be relevant for teachers.

(Saunters) While Saunters does some trips with organizations such as YMCA and Boys and Girl Club, those groups typically do 
only one-or two-day programs on the trail and are often perceived as more of a field trip by students.  Working with teachers as 
a school program offered by the district enables us to do full week-long programs. The program duration and school connection 
mean students tend to be more invested and have a greater depth of engagement.  Being included in the summer school catalog 
facilitates student retention year after year as students can simply sign up the next year.

Teacher-to-teacher networks to spread the word about the program -- (Seeds) Initially, there is a very large effort to get buy-in 
from teachers; we make many cold calls and do presentations to school staff.  To appeal to teachers, we looked into what the 
kids needed to be learning during a certain period, then figured out how to incorporate those lessons into the time on the trail, so 
teachers could see it purely as “enhanced” programming rather than worry about having to make up for it later. Once a certain 
teacher or administrator is supportive of the program, word spreads quickly and educators often reach out to the ATA upon 
hearing about it from colleagues. 

School Districts may have programming and/or financial incentives  --  (Saunters) In some cases, school districts actually make 
money on offering the Saunters program as part of  their summer school programming.  Since Saunters is so affordable, the 
money available to them from State or other funding sources for summer programming may actually be higher on a per-kid basis, 
so schools have a financial incentive to include Saunters within summer programming options.

Risk Management  -- (Saunters) Working with schools, our trips on the trail are usually covered by the school liability insurance. 

(Seeds) While rarely applicable, if a youth should show up to school unprepared for spending the day outdoors to the point that it 
may prove a safety risk, the teacher and ATA leaders have the option of leaving that child at school.  

Educators are well-attuned to their student’s needs, cultures, and expectations -- (Seeds) Because educators know their 
students well, they can be very helpful in overcoming any cultural barriers or personal challenges that may arise and can prepare 
trail leaders in advance to deal with any  special needs or considerations.

Seeds of Stewardship participants traverse a field during a hike.  ATA photo. 
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What sort of resources has it taken 
for your organization to provide your 
youth programming? 
Simple access to the trail is one of the greatest 
barriers of working with youth, so both 
organizations provide transportation, which 
ends up being the primary program expense.

For Seeds of Stewardship, the average outing 
with 12-15 youth participants costs $750 
for transportation, staff, food, educational 
materials, etc. ATA is also willing to reimburse 
the school for the expense of a substitute 
teacher if that is necessary in order for the 
teacher to be away from school for the day.

The Saunters program costs approximately 
$5,000 for one full week of day hikes for 50 
kids, including transportation (which is the bulk 
of the expense), snacks, a program T-shirt, and 
basic supplies. The IATA currently has one full-
time staff person dedicated to outreach. 

What are some of the challenges of working with youth from 
diverse backgrounds, and how does your program address those 
challenges?
(Saunters) Many of the students starting our program have had minimal 
experience in outdoor settings and come with fear—fear of bears or bugs, or 
rustic facilities, and may feel an overall discomfort towards nature.  We start 
each program working to reduce students’ stress at being in an unfamiliar 
environment, taking their questions and concerns with a delicate balance of 
seriousness and joking, so that they feel listened to and can begin to relax.

(Seeds) In advance of the program, ATA staff present within the classroom, 
addressing common questions, assuaging fears, discussing what kids need to 
bring and wear, meeting separately with the teacher to discuss any particular 
information ATA staff should know about the kids in the group.  

(Saunters) When they start out, many students may cling very close to the group 
leader, but as the program progresses it is great to see them sprinting down 
the trail.” Once kids are immersed in the landscape and feel safe, engaged, and 
listened to, all differences disappear. To help kids develop an increased sense of 
confidence, when we get to a break in the path, we ask the kids which way they 
want to go whenever possible.

(Seeds) Many of the kids in our program come from backgrounds where outdoor 
recreation is simply not part of their culture and customs. We do our best to make 
the program as fun and lighthearted as possible while they learn, and focus on 
conveying a sense of adventure during their time on the trail.

Both group leaders also note that they take specific stops for water, snack, 
sunscreen application etc. and carry extra hats, sweatshirts, and water bottles in 
case kids come unprepared for the elements.   

How does your program engage the families of participants? 
(Seeds) Generally, the main focus of communication with parents has been to 
provide basic information as to what their child will be doing on the program and 
what they need to bring with them. Following each day excursion, program staff 
write up a detailed report of the activities of the day and post it on their website 
and social media outlets for participant’s families.  

(Saunters) During the week-long program, Saunters leaders upload updates 
about the hikes that each group of students are doing to separate group-specific 
Facebook pages.  Parents can connect with their student’s page to view updates, 
and IATA communications staff can reach out to those parents to share more 
general IATA opportunities.  High school students will also follow the page for 
their groups and sometimes the IATA as well.  

At the end of the week-long Saunters Program, the IATA holds a ceremony where 
they give awards to the youth mentors and talk about the accomplishments 
of the students over the past week in terms of distance hiked and academic 
progress.

Seeds of Stewardship participants traverse a field during a hike.  ATA photo. 

Photo above: A Seeds of Stewardship student 
writes in her journal. Each student in the 
program keeps a journal to record their 
experiences.  

Photo at left:  Saunters middle school students 
at the top of a tower along the Ice Age NST 
through Kettle Moraine State Forest.

Article continues onto next page >>>>>
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How have youth programs, particularly those that 
have engaged minority youth, supported your overall 
organizational goals?
(Seeds) The Seeds of Stewardship program has been a critical 
part of the ATA’s strategy for long-term stewardship of the trail.  
Our organization strongly believes that we need to engage the 
next generation with the trail. Participants are not only learning 
about the recreation and educational potential, they also gain a 
sense of ownership through the service projects along the trail. 
While it is still too early in our program to identify how many 
young people will continue to be involved in the long term, as 
the name of our program implies, the seeds of stewardship for 
the next generation are being planted through this program.  

(Saunters) The IATA has found these programs to be an 
excellent investment, both in the present and for the future. 
Funding for the Saunters program has been quite accessible 
since it addresses childhood obesity and Summer Learning Loss. 
Research has identified that minority students are particularly 
at risk for losing ground in their reading skills during summer 
vacation, so schools districts and private funding sources have 
been eager to support these programs, which expands our 
organizational capacity.

Furthermore, the ceremony where we give awards to the 
youth mentors and talk about the accomplishments of the 
students over the past week has been a tremendous asset for 
membership outreach. The gathering, which can draw up to 250 
people each as kids invite parents, grandparents, and siblings, 
has turned out to be a great forum for educating large numbers 
of families about the activities of the IATA, encouraging 
donations, and recruiting new members.

What sort of retention rates does your program have? 
Overall, 62% of Saunters participants return to the program the 
next year. While that number is slightly lower in urban areas, most 
of that difference seems to be due to transient living situations 
rather that student interest in returning.  Students often return to 
take part as mentors of younger students when they return, and 
as leaders in high school.  

Many Seeds of Stewardship students have returned for a second 
and third year, and some have done 15+ total outings with the ATA, 
inspiring ATA to look at developing a youth mentorship program 
for those who have gained significant program experience. 
ATA’s goal is to engage the same child 5-7 times per year, and 
out of a class of 20, usually between 15-19 of those make it to 
every program. Also, ATA has developed a student membership 
level, helping to maintain a connection between youth and the 
organization even after they graduate   

Any inspirational moments you can share with the trails community?  
(Saunters) Some of the most inspiring trail moments are when we have combined hikes with schools from urban areas and rural 
areas. The kids get off the bus and stare at each other at first, but once they get out on the trail, they come together and the 
differences melt away. Out on the trail they don’t care about each others’ backgrounds, and demonstrate enthusiasm to spending 
time together. It’s great to see kids from two different parts of the State literally holding hands walking down the trail together, 
building new friendships. 

Are there any other recommendations you can make 
to organizations interested in engaging diverse youth?
(Seeds) We would highly recommend recruiting minority staff 
members or volunteers to help with outings. While the ATA does 
not currently have any minority staff group leaders, organization 
leadership has identified increased enthusiasm and engagement 
among minority youth when engaging with minority NPS staff. 
Kids often seem surprised to see and particularly interested 
in connecting with educators from their own racial and ethnic 
backgrounds.  

How would your organization choose to expand its 
programming, given increased resources?
(Saunters) With unlimited funding, we would focus on making 
the program tiered, with established one day, multiday, and 
year-round formats.  We would emphasize instruction for 
teachers, who once trained to use the materials offered by 
Saunters can take their kids on as many outings as transporting 
funding permits.  We would also make all materials connected 
to the National Common Core.  

(Seeds) One of the missing links we have identified is college 
programming; ATA aspires to offer a variation of the Seeds of 
Stewardship program for college students to encourage young 
adults to become involved in the stewardship effort in a more 
in-depth way and to consider careers related to the outdoors.  

“When they start out, many students may 
cling very close to the group leader, but as the 
program progresses it is great to see them 
sprinting down the trail.”  

 - Luke Kloberdanz, Ice Age Trail Alliance 

Reaching Out: Lessons in Engaging 
Diverse Youth (Continued from previous pages)

Saunters participants hike around a pond at the Kettle Moraine 
State Forest. IATA photo.  



Seminar for Teachers
This summer, the Lewis and Clark Trust will be offering the 2016 
Lewis and Clark Seminar for Teachers in partnership with the 
Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History and the University of 
Montana. Now in its third year, the program will sponsor 30 K-12 
teachers from around the country to spend a week studying Corps 
of Discovery contributions to several sciences, exploration, and 
diplomacy with tribal peoples.

The seminar is led by eminent American Western History Scholar 
and writer, Dr. Elliott West, Alumni Distinguished Professor of 
History at the University of Arkansas, and other scholars and 
writers. Teachers will learn how the Lewis and Clark Story impacts 
life today and will explore teaching resources available.

While the teachers receive a learning experience at no cost, they 
make a commitment to return to their classrooms ready to teach in 
their respective discipline with an understanding of Lewis and Clark 
values for success.  Leadership from the on-site Gilder Lehrman 
Staff assist the teachers in forming lesson plans that “dovetail” 
with their school system requirements so they can effectively 
engage hundreds of students with the Lewis and Clark NHT as a 
classroom without walls.  

By James L. Mallory, Vice Chairman, Lewis and Clark Trust, Inc. 

Photo below: Teachers from the 2015 program at Traveler’s Rest 
along the Lewis and Clark NHT.  

14

New Driving Guide Released
The Old Spanish Trail Association (OSTA) 
recently completed and published a new 
auto tour guide book to the Trail in Utah 
and Arizona - two of six States that the 
Trail crosses.  Funded in part by a grant 
from the Grand Staircase Escalante 
Partners (the friends organization for 
Grand Staircase Escalante National 
Monument), the book was authored by 
former OSTA Board member, Steven 
Heath and OSTA Editor, Ruth Friesen.

The Old Spanish Trail traverses some of the most beautiful and 
most challenging terrain in the West. The book allows readers 
to develop an appreciation of the difficulties facing the historic 
travelers as they motor the route originally trod with mules 
through southern Utah and northern Arizona. Our modern 
roads and highways follow the historic route closely in many 
places, since passage through the canyons and across the rivers 
of Utah and Arizona left, then as now, few practical options.

The guidebook (52 photos, 8 maps, 64 pages) gives readers 
explicit directions, including some GPS points, to view terrain 
similar to what the Old Spanish Trail travelers saw, and points 
out landmarks and signage. The book is available online at 
www.oldspanishtrail.org for $9.50 plus shipping and handling.

New Mojave Trails National Monument 
Layers Protection
On February 12, 2016, pursuant to the Antiquities Act, 
President Barack Obama established the Mojave Trails National 
Monument encompassing 1.6 million acres of the Mojave Desert 
wrapping around the east, south, and west sides of the existing 
Mojave National Preserve.  The eastern section of the new 
Monument adds an additional layer of protection to a portion of 
the Mojave Road route of the Old Spanish National Historic Trail 
(OSNHT) east of the Piute Mountains in the Piute Valley near 
Nevada; and, the western extremity of the Monument adds 
protection for the Armijo Route and Mojave Road of the OSNHT 
near Afton Canyon.  The new Monument protects dune fields 
and volcanic areas, paleontological resources, and rare plants 
and birds. The Monument will be managed by the BLM as part 
of the National Landscape Conservation System. 

 The proclamation states:  

The Mojave Trails area has been a critical travel corridor 
for millennia, linking the Pacific Coast to the deserts of the 
southwest and beyond.  The Mojave Indian Trail [later “Mojave 
Road”] is the earliest known travel route passing through the 
Mojave Trails area, used by Native Americans for thousands 
of years and by early Spanish explorers and traders.  In 1829, 
Mexican explorer Antonio Armijo pioneered the Old Spanish 
Trail through this area.  Evidence of the trail, now designated a 
National Historic Trail, can still be found at Afton Canyon. The 
Monument also preserves portions of the Salt Song Trail tied 
to sacred traditional and ceremonial songs of passage of the 
Chemehuevi and Southern Paiute people. 

The entirety of the Monument proclamation can be referenced 
at http://1.usa.gov/1VCdYqn.

Old Spanish NHT Updates Submitted by John Hiscock, 
Association Manager, OSTA

Library and Archives Developments
The Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation (LCTHF) recently 
signed a 5-year Cooperative Agreement with the National Park 
Service Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail (NPS LCNHT) and 
mapped out a plan to focus on its Library and Archives in the first 
year. Executive Director Lindy Hatcher states, “We have completed 
half of our library and archive goals. Our library is up to current 
industry standards. You can find our William P. Sherman Library 
catalog online at www.lewisandclark.org. Now, it’s time to delve 
in and explore our Archives.”  To that end, LCTHF doubled its 
Library Technician’s hours and will hold an Archive Blitz Training 
with Yellowstone National Park Archivist Anne Foster at the end of 
April, thanks to travel support from the NPS LCNHT. “We are the 
Lewis and Clark Bicentennial repository. In addition, we have over 
5,000 photos, presidential papers, genealogy papers, ephemera, 
and more to process. We are grateful for Anne’s expertise and 
direction,” said Lindy Hatcher.

LCTHF President Steve Lee and Lewis and Clark Fort Mandan 
Foundation (FMF) President David Borlaug also signed an 
agreement by which the LCTHF will assume responsibility for the 
content of the website Discovering Lewis and Clark. The FMF and 
NPS LCNHT will help LCTHF fund this project.

Submitted by Lindy Hatcher, Executive Director, LCTHF

Updates from the 
Lewis and Clark NHT

Updates from the 
Old Spanish NHT
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Trails Events Calendar 2016

May 13 - 15, 2016 Appalachian Trail Days Appalachian Trail 
Conservancy

Damascus, VA www.appalachiantrail.org

May 4, 2016 National Trails Day American Hiking Society Nationwide www.americanhiking.org

June 6 - 10, 2016 National Historic Trails Workshop Partnership for the 
National Trails System

Kansas City, KS www.pnts.org

June 15 - 25, 2016 2016 Re-Ride California to Missouri National Pony Express 
Association

Trailwide www.xphomestation.com

July 22-24 Wind River Mountain Festival Continental Divide Trail 
Coalition

Pinedale, WY www.continentaldividetrail.
org

July 24 - 27, 2016 48th Annual Meeting Supplied for Survival: 
Meriwether Lewis at Harpers Ferry 

Lewis and Clark Trail 
Heritage Foundation

Harpers Ferry, VA www.lewisandclark.org

July 29-30, 2016 Most Arduous...Least Respected - Colorado’s 
Old Spanish Trail - OSTA Annual Conference

Old Spanish Trail 
Association

Grand Junction, 
CO

www.oldspanishtrail.org

August 1 - 5, 2016 Oregon-California Trails Association Annual 
Meeting

Oregon-California Trails 
Association

Fort Hall, ID www.octa-trails.org

September 16 - 17, 
2016

North Country Trail Association 2016 
Celebration

North Country Trail 
Association

Fargo, ND www.northcountrytrail.org

September 22 - 24 Santa Fe Trail Association Annual 
Rendezvous

Santa Fe Trail Association Larned, KS www.santafetrail.org

October 21, 2016 El Camino Real de Los Tejas NHT 
Association Annual Meeting

El Camino Real de Los 
Tejas NHT Association

Nacogdoches, TX www.elcaminoreal-
delostejas.org

November 14 - 18, 
2016

National Scenic Trails Workshop Partnership for the 
National Trails System

Pensacola, FL www.pnts.org


