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The Partnership for the National Trails System (PNTS) is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit that connects member nonprofit trail 
organizations and Federal agency partners to further the 
protection, completion, and stewardship of the 30 national 
scenic and historic trails within the National Trails System.  

Pathways 
Across America
Pathways Across America is 
the only national publication 
devoted to the news and 
issues of America’s national 
scenic and historic trails. It 
is published quarterly by the 
Partnership for the National 
Trails System (PNTS) under 
cooperative agreements with five Federal agencies. 
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Department of Agriculture (USDA): 
U.S. Forest Service (USFS)

Department of the Interior (DOI):  
National Park Service (NPS)
Bureau of Land Management (BLM)  
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)

Department of Transportation (DOT):  
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

ABOUT  US

Partnership for the National Trails System

STAFF

CONTACT 

Unless otherwise indicated, all material in Pathways 
Across America is public domain. All views expressed 
herein are perspectives of individuals working on behalf 
of the National Trails System and do not necessarily 
represent the viewpoint of the Federal agencies. 

304 E. Wilson St. LL • Madison, WI 53703
608.249.7870 • www.pnts.org • admin@pnts.org

BUILDING COMMUNITY ·
National Trails System

Congress passed the National Trails System Act, signed into law by President 
Lyndon B. Johnson on October 2, 1968. Today, the National Trails System 
is composed of 11 National Scenic Trails (NSTs), 19 National Historic Trails 
(NHTs), almost 1,300 National Recreation Trails (NRTs) including 21 National 
Water Trails, and more than 2,000 Rail Trails. These trails provide outdoor 
recreation opportunities, promote resource preservation and public access, 
and encourage the appreciation of the great outdoors and America’s history 
and cultural diversity.  

SCENIC AND HISTORIC TRAILS
• Authorized by Congress
• Stewardship facilitated by the nonprofit

Partnership for the National Trails System
• Total 55,000 miles through 49 States

and the District of Columbia in wild, rural,
suburban, and urban areas, connecting
with every distinct ecological area or
biome in the country 

• Connect and travel through 70 wildlife
refuges, 80 national parks, 90 national
forests, 100 BLM field office areas, over
120 wilderness areas, numerous State and
local parks, trails, and other protected
areas, and 100 major urban areas

• Over 1 million hours of volunteer labor to
build and maintain annually

RECREATION TRAILS
• Designated by Secretary of Interior

or Secretary of Agriculture
• Stewardship facilitated by the

nonprofit American Trails
• Total 26,000 miles through 50

States, the District of Columbia,
and Puerto Rico

www.americantrails.org

RAIL TRAILS
• Part of 1983 amendment to

National Trails System Act
• Stewardship facilitated by the

nonprofit Rails-to-Trails
Conservancy

• Total 22,000 miles through 50
States and the District of Columbia,
and 8,000 miles in progress

www.railstotrails.org

PATHWAYS NATIONWIDE FOR DISCOVERY, 
LEARNING, AND UNDERSTANDING

Strengthening communities through heritage 
and ecotourism, public involvement, and 
community collaboration.

Enhancing access to natural areas and historic 
treasures through innovative interpretation and 
outreach efforts. 

Facilitating public-private partnerships for 
preservation of history, natural environments, 
and human health through outdoor recreation. 

Click the National Trails System tab to 
view a map and learn about our partners:

www.pnts.org

Deborah Salt • Bureau of Land Management 
Christopher Douwes • Federal Highway Administration 
Rita Hennessy • National Park Service 
Helen Scully • National Park Service 
Nathan Caldwell • U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Jaime Schmidt • U.S. Forest Service 

EDITORIAL BOARD

http://www.americantrails.org
http://www.railstotrails.org 
http://pnts.org/new/national-trails-system/


BUILDING COMMUNITY KEEPING HISTORY ALIVE PRESERVING BIODIVERSITY·
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FRONT 
A work crew heads out on horseback along one of the most iconic places 
in the Bob Marshall Wilderness, the Chinese Wall, on the Continental 
Divide National Scenic Trail. Judges selected this image as the grand prize 
winner of the Trails 50 Photo Contest. Photo Credit: Ali Morgan

INSIDE
Left: The Ice Age Trail Alliance invited youngsters out on the trail for a Tyke 
Hike during Ice Age Trail Days in Cross Plains. Photo Credit: Cameron Gillie
Center: Piedmont Kilns along the Pony Express NHT in Piedmont, WY. 
Photo Credit: Petra Keller 
Right: Fungi and plants along the Johnson Pass Trail on the Iditarod NHT. 
Photo Credit: Jacob Torres

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT
• Let's prioritize growing our trail organizations

BOOKS
• "A Grand Experiment" by Steve Elkinton

• "The Continental Divide Trail" by Barney Scout Mann
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The National Scenic Trails (NSTs) represent some of the most 
magnificent long-distance hiking trails anywhere in the world. 
Virtually every major ecosystem in the country is traversed by a NST, 
from deserts, temperate rainforests and deciduous forests, tundra, 
mountains, prairies, wetlands, and rivers. NSTs offer natural corridors 
for wildlife preservation and unspoiled viewscapes, and they create 
fitness and outdoor leadership opportunities for all ages.

11 NATIONAL SCENIC TRAILS

Cover Photographs

• Appalachian NST
• Arizona NST
• Continental Divide NST
• Florida NST
• Ice Age NST
• Natchez Trace NST

• New England NST
• North Country NST
• Pacific Crest NST
• Pacific Northwest NST
• Potomac Heritage NST

The National Historic Trails (NHTs) may be foot or horse paths, travel 
routes, roadways, or a combination of both designated as a route 
retracing a part of American history. Many National Historic Trails 
have interpretive centers and regular events to immerse you in the 
past. While historic trails may run through urban and suburban 
settings, they boast wilderness and hiking opportunities as beautiful 
and diverse as the NSTs. 

• Ala Kahakai NHT
• California NHT
• Captain John Smith

Chesapeake NHT
• El Camino Real de Tierra

Adentro NHT
• El Camino Real de los Tejas NHT
• Iditarod NHT
• Juan Bautista de Anza NHT
• Lewis and Clark NHT
• Mormon Pioneer NHT

• Nez Perce (Nee-Me-Poo) NHT
• Old Spanish NHT
• Oregon NHT
• Overmountain Victory NHT
• Pony Express NHT
• Santa Fe NHT
• Selma to Montgomery NHT
• Star-Spangled Banner NHT
• Trail of Tears NHT
• Washington-Rochambeau

Revolutionary Route NHT

FEDERAL PARTNERS
• Helen Scully announces NPS retirement

• Eric Gabriel selected as IAT Superintendent   

• BLM, NPS, FHWA publish guidebooks and report

• Opportunities to participate19 NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAILS

• Potomac Heritage NST Family Adventure Guide

• Iditarod NHT's new visitor guide, photos for 40th
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EVENTS AND RESOURCES15

Contents
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8 • Projects raising funds and awareness

• Events and reasons to celebrate

11 • Chesapeake Conservancy launches GeoTour 

• Old Spanish Trail to be featured in documentary

• House passes Eastern Legacy Extension Act

• Volunteers commit to blazing the entire CDT

• Meet more of the trail interns

• Old Spanish Trail Association staff changes
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In the Spring Issue of Pathways Across 
America, I briefly described these 

fundamental challenges that we in the 
National Trails System community face to 
fully realize the potential and expectations 
of our national scenic and historic trails.

THREE FUNDAMENTAL 
CHALLENGES

• Transforming the national scenic and 
   historic trails from a collection of 
   premier trails into a national public 
   lands system like the National Park 
   System and the National Wildlife 

       Refuge System or the National   
   Wilderness System.

• Completing the trails on the ground— 
       closing the gaps in the scenic trails  
       and preserving and interpreting all the 

“high potential sites and segments”  
       along the historic trails.

• Growing all of the national trail 
   organizations to greatly enhance their 
   capacity and resources and that of the 

Federal trail agencies to be able to  
       fully develop and sustain the National 

Trails System.

The third challenge must be met in order 
for us to accomplish the second one, which 
I addressed in some detail in the Summer 
Issue of Pathways. This third challenge is 
about how to make our essential nonprofit 
organizations strong and robust enough to 
be able to complete and properly sustain 
our 30 national scenic and historic trails as 
the premier components of our public land 
heritage they are intended to be.

Over the past two decades, some of 
the trail organizations in the Partnership 
for the National Trails System have grown 
significantly in membership, professional 
staff capacity, and funding support. 
Meanwhile, a number of our organizations 
seem to be languishing with little change in 
capacity or resources. However, I have yet to 
hear from any trail organization leader, from 
our strongest organizations on to our less 
well supported ones, that the organization 
has enough resources—in people or 
funding—to properly sustain its national 
scenic or historic trail.  

With at least 4,000 miles of authorized 
national scenic trails yet to be built and 

hundreds, perhaps thousands, of "high 
potential sites and segments" of national 
historic trails yet to be fully protected, 
interpreted, and made available for public 
use, there is clearly much more work to 
be done in the National Trails System than 
we currently have resources to be able to 
do. Just to fully maintain the amount of 
trail already developed is straining current 
available resources.

To both properly maintain existing trail 
and to build the many gaps remaining in 
the 30 national scenic and historic trails will 
require several magnitudes more people 
and funding than we are currently able to 
muster as a community.

To mobilize this much greater amount of 
resources for our trails will require seeking 
and cultivating new sources of support. Just 
doing more of what we are successfully 
doing now will not provide enough 
resources. We must not abandon any of 
the sources of support we currently have. 
We must continue to cultivate them, but 
we must also vigorously seek support from 
nontraditional sources or from sources we 
may have only tangentially engaged.

We need to fully understand and 
appreciate the multidimensional qualities 
and values inherent in our national 
scenic and historic trails to be able to 
share that understanding with the larger 
American community. Since these trails are 
conceived and authorized fundamentally 
as community-based endeavors, they 
are inherently social in nature so that 
making and sustaining them depends on 
drawing on resources from throughout 
the community—resources contributed, 

not exacted. The social nature of our 
trail making means that we can provide 
a variety of services and benefits to the 
communities helping to sustain our trails. 
Our trails are inherently ways that our 
work and goals can converge with and 
complement the goals of many other social 
organizations in the communities along the 
way. However, to the extent that we do 
not fully appreciate and convey the many 
strands of connection and kinds of value 
our trails bring to the communities along 
them (and to America as a whole) we only 
draw resources—people and funding—to 
support them and our work from a very 
limited segment of America’s population.

We must find ways to tell our stories 
more accurately and completely; to 
become better at describing the range and 
variety of services and benefits we provide 
that converge or coincide with those of 
organizations and people of like values and 
goals to better attract more people and 
money to help us as we in turn help them.

In recent years we have begun to 
recognize and explain the many physical 
connections our long-distance trails 
make with special places—parks, refuges, 
preserves—and communities across 
America. We have done much less 
recognizing and explaining of the many 
beneficial social connections these socially 
sustained trails can foster throughout the 
nation. Some of our trails have hosted 
“Wounded Warrior” hikes and some have 
developed and operate very creative and 
successful youth-oriented programs, such as 
the Appalachian Trail Conservancy’s “Trail 
to Every Classroom,” the "iTREC! (Iditarod 
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by Gary Werner, Executive Director
Partnership for the National Trails SystemEXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT 

Let’s prioritize growing our trail organizations 
to be able to fully realize our national trails

Left: Liatris (blazing star) 
amongst gray-headed 
coneflowers and rosin 
weed in the 73-acre 
Holmes Preserve along the 
Ice Age National Scenic 
Trail in Dane County, WI.

Opposite Page: A bur oak 
tree stands tall and strong 
at the Ice Age National 
Scientific Reserve in Cross 
Plains, WI. 

Photo Credit: Gary Werner



Trail to Every Classroom)," the Ice Age Trail 
Alliance’s “Saunters,” and the Arizona Trail 
Association's "Seeds of Stewardship.” All of 
these and the other similar programs along our 
trails should be expanded and like activities 
begun where they do not exist. 

But we should also engage a whole host of 
other community and social organizations with 
interests, missions, and values that mirror and 
complement ours, including, but not limited to:

• Various diversity organizations, such as 
   Outdoor Afro, Latino Outdoors, and Native 
   Tribes along all our trails;
• Health promoting organizations;
• Local historical societies and cultural 
   heritage organizations;
• Youth-oriented and youth support 
   organizations;
• Land trusts;
• Wildlife Watcher and wildlife conservation   
   organizations;
• Ecological restoration and watershed   
   protection organizations;
• State, regional, and local tourism bureaus.

To foster alliances with and collaborate in 
mutually beneficial projects and programs with 
these other social organizations may require 
expanding how we portray our trails and our 
organizations. We may need to reimagine the 
mission and goals of our organizations and 
the vision for our national trails to be able to 
show the connections inherent in our trails to 
the goals and aspirations of these other civic 
organizations and how by working together we 
can better accomplish our mutual goals. 

For example, we ought to follow the 
lead of the Ala Kahakai NHT organizations, 
Overmountain Victory Trail Association, Iditarod 
Historic Trail Alliance, and the Oregon-California, 
Santa Fe, and Pony Express trail associations 
and find places to fit all of our national historic 
trails into the recreational infrastructure of the 
communities, landscapes, and waterways they 
traverse. We ought to identify the places along all 
our scenic and historic trails, like the South Platte 
River in Nebraska and the Rio Grande in New 
Mexico, that are premier wildlife viewing areas 
and make common cause with the organizations 
working to preserve them. Similarly, each of our 
national trails is one, several, or many pieces 
of one or more large landscape conservation 
initiatives. We ought to work with the land trusts 
and communities engaged in those efforts to our 
mutual benefit. Our scenic trail organizations 
should increase their invitations to the long-
distance hikers that use our trails to help us build 
and maintain them.

We should recruit sympathetic leaders 
from these and other complementary civic 
organizations to serve on our organizations’ 
boards of directors.

Perhaps the PNTS should be used as a 
way for its member organizations to work 
together to raise more private sector funding 
to support the work of the entire National 
Trails System community.

As we identified goals in 2008 for the “Decade 
for the National Trails” leading up to this 50th 
anniversary year, let us consider adopting goals 
to achieve in the next 10 years leading up to the 
60th Anniversary of the National Trails System in 
2028. Here are several to consider:

• By 2028 twice as many volunteers as in 
     2018 will contribute at least 2 million hours  
     annually to help sustain the 30 national  
     scenic and historic trails;

• By 2028 each national scenic and historic  
     trail organization will have: 
          • a well-paid professional staff  
             supporting its work; 
          • a diverse board of directors that  
             reflects the full range of America’s 

           races and the multidimensions of the 
           social values of our trails;
        • at least 10,000 members and/or 

             supporters.

We will explore in more detail this challenge 
to grow the capacity of our trail organizations 
through several workshops during the 
National Trail System 50th Anniversary 
Conference, October 22-25, 2018 in 
Vancouver, WA. To learn more and to register 
for the conference go to www.pnts.org.

Happy autumn enjoying our national trails!

MISSION
To empower, inspire, and strengthen 

public and private partners to develop, 
preserve, promote, and sustain the 
national scenic and historic trails.

VISION
PNTS envisions a world-class system of 
national scenic and historic trails that 

preserves natural and cultural values and 
provides recreational benefits for all.

PURPOSE
The purpose of PNTS is to promote and 

support the efforts of national scenic and 
historic trail organizations, to secure public 

and private resources, and to serve as a 
collective voice for policy and action that 

supports national scenic and historic trails.

Partnership  
for the National 
Trails System

Decade Goals
1

OUTREACH AND 
PUBLIC AWARENESS

2
RESOURCE PROTECTION AND  

TRAIL COMPLETION

3
CAPACITY BUILDING
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by Steve Elkinton, Author
"A Grand Experiment: The National Trails System at 50"

Documenting the history of 
the National Trails System
Steve Elkinton, former National Park 

Service (NPS) Program Leader for the 
National Trails System, has compiled an 
illustrated history of how the System 
came about and how it has evolved since 
1968. Maybe it was the national historic 
trail pieces of the System, or maybe it 
was NPS’s strong policy emphasis on 
historical resources; something led 
him to feel that he and his nationwide 
network of trail colleagues—Federal 
staff, organizational partners, and 
especially committed trail volunteers—
were making history together. 

“A Grand Experiment: The National 
Trails System at 50” is Elkinton’s attempt 
to document this remarkable history. 
It starts with the DAR and Ezra Meeker 
monumenting historic trail routes in 
1906. Elkinton then threads together a 
variety of trends and personalities that 
led to the great wave of environmental 
and conservation laws that were passed 
by Congress in the 1960s. The National 
Trails System was not an afterthought, 
but actually the culmination of a series 
of laws over a decade that included the 
Wilderness Act, the Outdoor Recreation 
Act, the National Historic Preservation 
Act, the Wild & Scenic Rivers Act, and the 
National Environmental Protection Act.

The late 1960s were pivotal years in the 
nation’s history—the Vietnam War and 
protests against it wracked the nation; 
the Civil Rights movement and urban riots 
upset everyone; and environmentalism, 
the feminist movement, and the hippie, 
free love, and drug counterculture 
flowered. In the midst of all that, both 
houses of Congress each took the time 
in 1967 to hold two days of hearings to 
consider the idea of a national system of 
trails. And when the vote was taken in 
1968, it was all but unanimous in both 
houses. President Lyndon B. Johnson 
signed it into law as one of his last official 
acts as president.

The nation shifts when political 
control of Congress and the White 
House change hands. Over five decades 
and 10 presidents, the National Trails 
System has evolved, reflecting changing 
trends. Well-organized volunteer-based 
trail organizations have often prevailed 
against seemingly impossible odds. This 
book does not trace the origin story 

of each of the 30 national scenic and 
historic trails. Instead, it concentrates 
on the actions and personalities that 
shaped the entire system. 

In the years Elkinton worked on 
these trails, it began to truly function 
as a coordinated interagency effort. 
Meanwhile, trail nonprofits strengthened 
themselves, and many new ones were 
formed to support new trails. Federal 
agencies responsible for its various parts 
issued policies aimed at protecting and 
fostering these often fragile resource 
corridors. Importantly, the Partnership for 
the National Trails System was organized 
for effective systemwide advocacy. A new 
generation of trail workers came of age, 
trained others, and retired. Operating 
trails in partnership became an accepted 
practice on all sides. 

What started as an experiment 50 years 
ago with just two interstate trails—the 
Appalachian and Pacific Crest national sce-
nic trails—has now grown to 30 national 
scenic and historic trails totaling 55,000 
miles of linear corridor and crossing 49 
States and the District of Columbia. This is 
a remarkable story well worth celebrating.

A GRAND EXPERIMENT:  
THE NATIONAL TRAILS SYSTEM AT 50

by Steve Elkinton

2018 
Palmetto Press

BOOKS
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“A Grand Experiment” is published by 
Palmetto Press and is due for release 
in mid-September. Once the author's 
expenses are paid, all further proceeds 
from this book will benefit the Partnership 
for the National Trails System. For copies, 
contact Steve Elkinton at:

elksteve50@gmail.com

THE CONTINENTAL DIVIDE TRAIL: 
EXPLORING AMERICA'S RIDGELINE TRAIL

by Barney Scout Mann

2018 
Rizzoli with Continental Divide Trail Coalition

CDT marks 40 years, 
featured in new book
by Rizzoli International Publications, Inc.
Adapted from a 2018 news release

The book “The Continental Divide Trail” 
explores this iconic wilderness footpath 

with more than 250 spectacular contemporary 
images, as well as historical photos and docu-
ments from the Continental Divide Trail Coalition 
archives. Readers can experience the trail as if 
their boots were on the 3,100-mile path. 

This beautifully produced volume makes 
accessible the highest and most remote of 
the Triple Crown trails, following the Rocky 
Mountains from Mexico to Canada along the 
Continental Divide Trail (CDT), the backbone of 
America. While untold thousands of day hikers 
take advantage of the CDT each year, thru-hik-
ing the entire trail is not for the faint-hearted. 
In 2017, only 250 people attempted to hike it 
end-to-end. 2018 marks the 40th anniversary of 
the CDT’s designation as a national scenic trail. 

With text by Barney Scout Mann, who has 
thru-hiked all three Triple Crown trails, and a 
foreword by two-time Pulitzer Prize-Winning 
New York Times columnist Nicholas Kristof, 
this book makes the trail come alive for both 
veteran hikers and armchair travelers alike.

Barney Scout Mann is also co-author of 
Rizzoli's “The Pacific Crest Trail.” He thru-
hiked the Continental Divide Trail in 2015 
and was the chair of the Pacific Crest Trail 
Association's board of directors from 2012 
to 2015, now serving on the board of the 
Continental Divide Trail Coalition and the 
Partnership for the National Trails System.

www.rizzoliusa.com/
book/9780847863013/

http://www.rizzoliusa.com/book/9780847863013/ 
http://www.rizzoliusa.com/book/9780847863013/ 


50th Anniversary

OPPORTUNITIES TO PARTICIPATE
In his 1965 "Natural Beauty Message" to Congress, President Lyndon B. Johnson inspired a national 

"system of trails" for the American people. Congress passed the National Trails System Act, signed 
into law by President Johnson on October 2, 1968. 2018 is the 50th Anniversary of the National 
Trails System Act, and we want you to be part of the commemoration! There are many ways you can 
#FindYourTrail and show support for the national trails. 

National Trails Conference

Ways to Support the Trails

The Partnership for the National Trails System (PNTS) and River 
Management Society (RMS) will host co-located events in Vancouver, WA 
from October 22-25, 2018 to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the 
National Trails and Wild & Scenic Rivers Systems Acts. Register before 
October 2nd to receive the early bird rate of $395. The full program and full 
presenter bios are now available online. Please note that additional sessions 
and networking opportunities may be added prior to the conference. 

VOLUNTEER
Volunteers are the lifeblood 

of the National Trails System, 
helping foster and steward the 

trails' amazing experiences 
through dedication, time, and 

hard work. Get involved today!

DONATIONS
Consider making a tax-

deductible donation to the 
National Trails System, which 

will go toward land protection, 
education, and supporting 

citizen stewards.

MERCHANDISE
Show your trail love with 

special edition merchandise, 
such as logo pins, patches, 

decals, walking stick medallions, 
magnets, maps, shirts, and four 

styles of hats.

www.trails50.org/ 
donate/

www.trails50.org/ 
shop/

www.trails50.org/ 
volunteer/

Connect
Facebook and Instagram: 

@Trails50

Twitter: 
@NTSA50

e-Newsletter: 
www.trails50.org/contact/

www.trails50.org

Inquiries: 
communications@trails50.org

Resources
EVENT HOSTING GUIDE

Connect your events with 
#FindYourTrail and the celebration 

of the National Trails System.  

FACT SHEET
Learn more about the history of 

the National Trails System.

LOGOS
Download logos and wordmarks, 

including a Spanish version.

MEDIA TOOLKITS
Ready-to-use social media content, 

information, and contacts.

MULTIMEDIA
Videos, photos, maps, and  

new photo frames.

by Partnership for the National Trails System  
Compiled from www.pnts.org and www.trails50.org
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INTERACTIVE MAPS
Check out our interactive story 
map, web map, and event map 

feature photos, videos, and links. 

BLOG
Read submitted trail stories or 

submit your own!

KEYNOTE SESSIONS
• Carolyn Finney, Ph.D.—"Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion on National Trails"
• National Park Foundation—"Love Your Park: Mobilizing the Park Community"
• Nicole Browning—"For All: REI's Approach to Equity in the Outdoors"
• Philip Connors—"A Song for the River"

View the program 
and register:
www.pnts.org/

new/ntsa50/

New Trail Apparel
SEEK DRY GOODS SHIRTS

Outdoor apparel brand Seek Dry Goods has joined 
forces with The Partnership for the National Trails 
System to release a limited 

edition T-shirt and sweatshirt 
honoring this year’s 50th 

Anniversary, with graphics 
designed by Daniel Gurwin. 
The shirts will be available 
for purchase online and at 

the October conference, and 
20 percent of retail sales will 

directly support PNTS.

www.rei.com/s/national- 
scenic-trails-collection

www.seekdrygoods.com/collections/ 
50th-anniversary-national-trails-system

REI SCENIC TRAILS COLLECTION
REI Co-op has launched an interactive map 

of the national scenic trails and merchandise 
featuring the Appalachian, Continental 

Divide, and Pacific Crest trails. Items available 
for purchase include shirts, backpacks, chairs, 

tents, shoes, socks, blankets, and water 
bottles. Five percent of these commemorative 
sales will be donated to support the national 

scenic trails. This year, REI is investing 
$643,000 in 17 nonprofits dedicated to 

stewarding and maintaining the 11 national 
scenic trails.

http://www.trails50.org/donate/
http://www.trails50.org/donate/
http://www.trails50.org/shop/
http://www.trails50.org/shop/
http://www.trails50.org/volunteer/
http://www.trails50.org/volunteer/
http://www.trails50.org/contact/
http://www.trails50.org
http://pnts.org/new/welcome-2/
http://pnts.org/new/welcome-2/
https://www.rei.com/s/national-scenic-trails-collection
https://seekdrygoods.com/collections/50th-anniversary-national-trails-system
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PROJECTS RAISING FUNDS AND AWARENESS

To celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the National Trails and Wild 
& Scenic Rivers Systems Acts, the National Park Foundation (NPF) 
is supporting projects across the country to enhance the country’s 
national trails and wild and scenic rivers and provide increased 
public access. NPF invested 
more than $500,000 
through 20 grants, 
including those impacting 
the following trails:
• Ala Kahakai NHT: Create trailhead interpretive signage at four  
   new locations. 
• Appalachian NST: Improve overnight site infrastructure and  
   experience in New England Region.
• El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro NHT: Create print/digital map  
   of trail’s international heritage.
• Natchez Trace NST: Replace trail bridges on Yockanookany Section. 
• North Country NST: Develop volunteer and partner training  
   program.
• Old Spanish NHT: Update interpretive wayside at Mission San  
   Gabriel Arcángel.
• Oregon and California NHTs: Enhance visitor experience at  
   Alcove Spring with development, education, and covered wagon.
• Pony Express NHT: Stabilize the roof of the Marysville Pony  
   Express Barn.
• Santa Fe NHT: Develop Della Orton Trail at Rock Creek Crossing  
   for public access.

PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS
The Trails 50 photo contest drew 280 entries from trail users across 

the country. Photos were entered in four categories: The Beauty of 
Trails, Historic Trails, Multi-Use Trails, and Volunteerism. Winning 
photos based on public voting feature a wide variety of trails and 
trail users, and truly reflect the range of activities made possible 
by trails. We also have a grand prize winner, selected by a panel of 
judges. Winners will receive prize packages courtesy of the American 
Hiking Society, American Trails, Back Country Horsemen of America, 
Partnership for the National Trails System, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, 
Eagle River Designs, and Crown Trails Headwear. Congratulations to 
all of our winners, and thank you to all of our entrants and voters!

GRAND PRIZE WINNER
Ali Morgan (photo featured on Pathways cover)

BEAUTY OF TRAILS
1st: Fabiola Torres       2nd: Steve Lutz 

3rd: Michael Palko

MULTI-USE TRAILS
1st: Kelsey Mader       2nd: Stacey Steggert  

3rd: Kevin Kelleher

VOLUNTEERISM
1st: Tim Stewart      2nd: Jennifer Braun

3rd: Cliff Hardin

HISTORIC TRAILS
1st: Ethan Smith       2nd: Thomas Vaughan  

3rd (tie): Jordan Thomas, Mike Needham, Henry Mayo

50th Anniversary by Partnership for the National Trails System  
Examples adapted from partner communications with full versions at www.pnts.org

INTERACTIVE TRAILS WEBMAP
Matt Robinson and Peter Bonsall of the 

National Park Service developed an interactive 
webmap, powered by Esri GIS mapping, which 
allows users to explore the 11 national scenic 
trails and 19 national historic trails that make up 
the National Trails System in the United States. 
The webmap is for general reference purposes 
only and is not intended for navigational 
purposes or any sort of detailed planning.

Explore 
the NTS 
webmap:

www.
trails50.

org/web-
map/

NPF GRANTS BENEFIT TRAILS

TRAIL PANELISTS AT OR SHOW
In July, the Partnership for the National Trails System attended 

the 2018 Outdoor Retailer Summer Market in Denver, CO. During 
our time, we met with nonprofit and Federal agency partners and 
key players in the outdoor industry, and took part in various events 
commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the National Trails System 
and Wild and Scenic Rivers System Acts. One of these events was an 
educational panel celebrating 50 years of collective impact along our 
National Trails System. We were joined by our nonprofit partners at 
the American Hiking Society, Continental Divide Trail Coalition, Ice 
Age Trail Alliance, Pacific Crest Trail Association, Appalachian Trail 
Conservancy, Florida Trail Association, and Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, 

and corporate partner REI. Another trail-related panel will be 
held for those planning to attend the Winter Market, being 

held November 8-11 in Denver, CO. Stop by Tattered Cover 
Bookstore, 2526 East Colfax Ave., at 7 p.m. November 7 

for an all-star panel and book signing from some of the 
Rizzoli International Publications partners.

View the 
winning 
photos:
www.

trails50.
org/photo-

contest/

https://www.nationalparks.org/
http://www.trails50.org/web-map/
http://www.trails50.org/web-map/
http://www.trails50.org/web-map/
http://www.trails50.org/web-map/
http://www.trails50.org/photo-contest/
http://www.trails50.org/photo-contest/
http://www.trails50.org/photo-contest/
http://www.trails50.org/photo-contest/
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CELEBRATIONS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

View or add more 50th anniversary related events near you: www.trails50.org/find-an-event/

Capitol Christmas Tree to feature trail-themed ornaments 
Each year a different national forest provides the Capitol 

Christmas Tree, which resides on the West Front Lawn of 
the U.S. Capitol Building in Washington, D.C. during the holiday 
season. This year, the Willamette National Forest in Oregon is 
responsible for providing the tree. The theme is “Find Your Trail!” 
in celebration of the 50th anniversary of the National Trails System 
Act and the 175th commemoration of the Oregon Trail. 

The tree will be cut on the Sweet Home Ranger District in early 
November and prepared for the 3,000-mile coast-to-coast journey, 
which will trace the Oregon National Scenic Trail in reverse and 
include a series of community celebrations throughout Oregon and 
across the United States. 

Ornaments made by volunteers decorate the large outdoor 
tree, along with 50 smaller companion trees that will be inside 

government buildings. This year, the tree will also have a selection 
of ornaments made to represent the National Trails System. Each 
national trail was requested to provide both large and small logos, 
which volunteer Caitlan Dowling is turning into ornaments. The 
trail logos make for great ornaments as they are weather resistant, 
brightly colored, and will contribute to this year's theme. The 
official tree lighting will be in early December.

Stay tuned for the multimedia displays of 
finished ornaments and information on the 
tree and lighting ceremony:

www.capitolchristmastree.com

JUNE
On June 2, National Trails Day, the Steelville City Park 

and Recreation Area in Missouri was certified on the Trail 
of Tears NHT as part of a 50th anniversary event. Deloris 
Gray Wood, President of the Missouri Chapter of the 
Trail of Tears Association, researched the Henry E. Davis 
Homestead and found it was a key part of the Cherokee 
movement west. Also, the Natchez Trace Parkway 
Association, NPS, Chickasaw Nation, U.S. Army colonel 
re-enactor, and physical therapist led guided hikes for the 
public near Franklin, TN where a new sign and restored 
fencing were dedicated. Training sessions for the new 
trail stewardship program were also held in June on the 
Highland Rim Section of the Natchez Trace NST.

The first of the 10-day Pony Express NHT Annual Re-
Ride on June 20 from Sacramento, CA to St. Joseph, MO 
commemorated the 50th anniversary with a family event 
featuring live horses, costumed riders, and historians. 

SEPTEMBER
The Arizona 

Trail Association 
commemorated 
the 50th 
anniversary of 
the National Trails 
System Act during 
its fifth annual 
Arizona Trail Day 
event in Flagstaff, 
AZ on September 
8, featuring 
activities for the 
whole family, live 
music, talks from 
trail professionals, 
and interactive 
exhibitors. 

OCTOBER
The Appalachian Trail Conservancy and Pacific Crest Trail Association are collaborating to hold an online celebration 

and auction for the sister trails on October 2, featuring their executive directors and authors Bill Bryson and Cheryl Strayed.
On October 2, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy will formally honor Pete Raynor as a Doppelt Family Rail-Trail Champion for his 

role in the legislation that helped build the rail-trail movement. A feature will appear in the Fall 2018 issue of Rails to Trails.
The Florida Trail Association will present the National Trails Festival October 5-7 in Deland, FL. The event will include 

presentations, demos, displays, live music, raffle, and will feature guest authors Audrey Peterman and Jennifer Pharr Davis.
The Old Spanish Trail Association will celebrate the 50th anniversary during Old Spanish Trail Days from October 5-7 

in Barstow, CA, where all of the arduous routes merged, featuring mule packing demonstrations and local native history.
Six chapters of the Santa Fe Trail Association are co-hosting a multi-day, multi-state celebration of the 50th anniversary 

in Kansas, Oklahoma, and New Mexico from October 5-7, featuring tours, open museums and historic sites, and quilts.
The Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation will hold its 50th annual meeting in Astoria, OR from October 6-10, 

featuring talks about the area's history, native culture, technology of the Corps of Discovery, and a 50th anniversary update.
El Camino Real de Los Tejas National Historic Trail Association will hold its annual meeting in San Antonio, TX from 

October 12-13 as part of the 50th anniversary of the National Trails System Act and 300th anniversary of San Antonio. 
The National Trail of Tears Association will commemorate the 50th anniversary of the National Trails System Act and 

Alabama’s bicentennial during the 23rd annual Trail of Tears Conference and Symposium from October 22-25. 

JULY
The Nez 

Perce NHT, in 
conjunction with 
the Northern 
Rockies Heritage 
Center, hosted 
an evening 
celebrating the 
50th anniversary 
of the National 
Trails System Act 
and the centennial 
of the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act 
“Year of the Bird” 
in Missoula, MT 
on July 26.

AUGUST
The Oregon-California Trails Association 

commemorated the 50th anniversary of the National 
Trails System Act by staging its 36th annual convention 
in Ogden, UT from August 6-10, titled "Rails and Trails: 
Confluence and Impact on the Crossroads of the West.” 

The Ice Age Trail Alliance marked its 60th 
anniversary and the 50th anniversary of the National 
Trails System Act during Ice Age Trail Days from August 
8-12 in Cross Plains, WI, a Trail Community where a 
mile of new trail was built that week through its Mobile 
Skills Crew program.

The Public Lands Foundation along with the Bureau 
of Land Management held the fourth biennial Student 
Congress on Public Land Management in Baker City, 
OR from August 22-25. The theme reflected on the 
importance of the 50th anniversary of the National 
Trails System and Wild and Scenic Rivers Acts.

http://www.trails50.org/find-an-event/
http://www.capitolchristmastree.com
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Outreach by Rylinn Sorini, Former Potomac Heritage NST Project Intern

by Partnership for the National Trails System
Adapted from article by Iditarod NHT Intern Jacob Torres

Iditarod NHT releases new visitor guide and photos for 40th 

Photo Credit: Jacob Torres

Above: Alaska Trails led a trail building event on the 
Iditarod NHT's Upper Winter Creek Trail on July 14, 2018.

Edited by Don Briggs, former National Park Service Superintendent for Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail

Engaging Future Stewards
A research summary of PHT's Family Adventure Guide

When we first began research to 
create a program for children on the 

Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail 
(PHT), I was presented with a question: How 
can a Junior Ranger type program encourage 
children to become conservationists? It’s 
the big question and the one that drives 
many of the interpretive and environmental 
education programs that we have through-
out many parks and trail networks. 

After digging into the topic, I found that 
the way to create opportunities for children 
to become environmentally aware is 
somewhat simpler than one might think—as 
early as possible, as much as possible. This 
may seem obvious, but outdoor experiences 
are very important in creating conservation 
attitudes in kids. Value formation occurs at 
a young age, so the younger children are 
when they have formative outdoor experi-
ences the better. Large “once in a lifetime” 
experiences may not actually have as much 
effect as early and prolonged experiences in 
the outdoors, especially when accompanied 
by an influential adult. I set out to create a 
program that would as easily as possible lay 
the foundation for future stewards. 

Trail administrators face unique 
challenges when trying to create a program 
using the “Junior Ranger” label. Trails, in 
essence, are long, linear parks. This means 
that resources are often spread thinly along 

their lengths, which make traditional Junior 
Ranger programs difficult. Staff in various 
programs have found a variety of interesting 
solutions around this problem, including 
offering all online programs, creating folders 
with adjustable content sheets for different 
locations, and publishing several different 
books for different age groups and visitor 
centers. From all of these potential models, 
we decided on what we thought would best 
fit the needs of the PHT network. 

We have created and, with assistance from 
staff in the National Park Service Harpers 
Ferry Center, designed the first edition of 
what we are calling a “Family Adventure 
Guide.” We are avoiding the “Junior Ranger 
Program” label because we do not have the 

resources to distribute a reward system and 
we are choosing to address a much broader 
range of age groups. The guide is organized 
by regions of the PHT network, suggests 
activities which various ages will naturally 
choose as interesting and appropriate, and 
includes a pocket to hold local brochures and 
maps. All activities encourage interactions 
with and learning about places associated 
with PHT-related stories. In the future, the 
guide could become a series of web pages to 
which users could submit additional activities. 

The Iditarod Trail is celebrating 40 years as a national historic 
trail this year, which also marks the 50th anniversary of the 

National Trails System Act, and held several trail events to boost 
public awareness. The trail also benefited from the outreach 
and communications work of one of the PNTS Trail Interns, employed by Alaska 
Geographic. Jacob Torres, 19, spent the summer producing a beautiful collection of 
photographs of the trail, connecting with partners at volunteer work events, using 
social media to reach people across the State in regards to trail maintenance and 
stewardship, and distributing new printed visitor guides. 

“Before this internship, I (presumably like many others) only thought of two things 
when I heard the word 'Iditarod': The serum run of 1925, and the dog sled race," 
Torres wrote. "What I came to understand is that there is a much deeper history to 
the trail involving gold and mail transportation, and I began to realize how central the 
trail was in forming and connecting Alaskan settlements in the early 20th century. The 
fact that these same trails are available to us for recreational use over 100 years later 
despite Alaska’s harsh and dynamic landscape is truly amazing, and a testament to the 
preservation and trail work done over the decades."

View more photos and the full article by Torres:
www.pnts.org/new/category/pathways/

Learn more and review the guide:
www.nps.gov/pohe/planyourvisit/

justforkids.htm

Screenshot: Family Adventure Guide

Left: The guide features maps and 
photographs of historic sites and 
ways families can explore the trail. 

http://www.pnts.org/new/category/pathways/
http://www.nps.gov/pohe/planyourvisit/justforkids.htm
http://www.nps.gov/pohe/planyourvisit/justforkids.htm
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Outreach by Patrick G. Smith, Communications and Partnership Coordinator 
Chesapeake Conservancy

There is a new way for adventurers to 
discover the Chesapeake’s special places. 

The Find Your Chesapeake GeoTour® is 
the combined effort of the National Park 
Service (NPS), Chesapeake Conservancy, and 
volunteers with the Maryland Geocaching 
Society and the Northern Virginia Geocaching 
Organization. The trail has over 60 cache 
locations on eight Chesapeake rivers in 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and 
Virginia. The FYC GeoTour is the third partner 
collaboration, building on the success of 
geotrails along the Star-Spangled Banner and 
the Captain John Smith Chesapeake national 
historic trails. 

Geocaching is a worldwide phenomenon 
in which participants use a handheld GPS, or 
smartphone, to plot map coordinates to locate 
a hidden treasure or “cache.” Searching for a 
cache is akin to going on a treasure hunt and 
can involve visits to multiple locations within a 
park to collect clues and solve riddles. Shovels 
are forbidden—geocaches are never buried. 
Caches are typically watertight with lids that 
snap locked and are clearly identified with an 
official geocache sticker. 

The purpose of the FYC GeoTour is to 
introduce families to special Chesapeake 
places and introduce at least one great cool 
fact.  Some of the locations are well-traveled, 
and other site locations are well off the 
beaten path. All of the sites are featured on 
www.FindYourChesapeake.com and engage 
visitors with interpretive and educational 
programming showcasing the history and 
natural environment of our national treasure, 
the Chesapeake Bay. Participating sites on the 
FYC GeoTour include national parks, state and 
county parks, museums, and nonprofit water 
trail organizations. 

A collectible and highly coveted challenge 
coin, known as a “geocoin,” is awarded to 

the first 350 geocachers to locate at least 20 
geocaches, record their secret code words 
in the official passport, and log their finds 
on www.geocaching.com. Within a week of 
the GeoTour’s launch, dozens of completed 

passports were sent in by eager cachers 
who had earned the coin. Their activity logs 
revealed what the FYC GeoTour experience 
meant to them. Comments included: “I had 
never been down this path and enjoyed 
the vista this cache took me on ... Thanks 
for another reason to come here and enjoy 
nature,” and, "It gets me to explore and visit 
places I otherwise wouldn’t have thought of 
and the awesome people I meet ‘on the trail' 
are an added bonus." 

There are over 3 million active geocaches 
worldwide, hidden in 191 countries, and on all 
7 continents. The odds are there is probably 
one close to you right now! 

NPS and Chesapeake Conservancy launch GeoTour
Discovering Geocaching 

Photo Credit: Chesapeake Conservancy

Left: Geocachers traveled from Ohio, Virginia, Delaware, and Maryland to the Zimmerman Center 
for Heritage, a National Park Service contact station for the Captain John Smith Chesapeake National 
Historic Trail, in Wrightsville, PA, for the launch of the Find Your Chesapeake GeoTour® on June 9, 2018. 
Eight geocaches are located close by, including a “letterbox” geocache on the grounds of the center, and 
a multi-stage geocache at Native Lands County Park directly behind the center. 
Right: Geocachers can download the official GeoTour passport booklet online.

Send Cache Swag
FOR SANTA FE TRAIL

The Santa Fe Trail Association invites 
other trail organizations to participate 
in its GeoTour by sending "swag" (not 
printed materials) that cachers can 
trade out, such as pins, badges, pens, 
stickers, pencils, labels, and bracelets, 
to: Joanne VanCoevern, Santa Fe Trail 
Association, 4773 N. Wasserman Way, 
Salina, KS 67401.

Learn more and download a passport:
www.FindYourChesapeake.com/

things-to-do/geocaching 

Old Spanish NHT to be featured in 2019 documentary film

The Old Spanish National 
Historic Trail (OST) tells a 

human story of the American 
Southwest—a story of trade and 
human migration, of cultural 
clashes, and competition to 
control rich lands. It is a story 

as old as civilization, still in play 
in the American West and all 
around the world. 

The Museum of Moab, 
working with a consortium of 
partners such as the Old Spanish 
Trail Association, is producing 
a documentary film about the 
trail and its history in Eastern 
Utah. In keeping with National 

Park Service and Bureau of 
Land Management recreational 
goals for the OST, the video will 
hopefully inspire hikers, bikers, 
and equestrians to travel the trail 
imagining what it was like to do 
so by mule and horse more than 
a hundred years ago, connecting 
some of the landscape and 
landforms with historical events. 

Corporate sponsors and 
donations are being accepted to 
help finance the film, which has a 
completion goal of late 2019.

by Vicki Felmlee, President 
Old Spanish Trail Association

www.pnts.org/new/
category/pathways/ 

Read the full article with links 
to teasers and audio clips:

http://www.FindYourChesapeake.com/things-to-do/geocaching 
http://www.FindYourChesapeake.com/things-to-do/geocaching 
http://www.pnts.org/new/category/pathways/


Protection by Lindy Hatcher, Executive Director 
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation (adapted from House testimony)

The Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation is pleased to 
celebrate the U.S. House of Representatives’ passage, on the 40th 

anniversary of the designation of the Lewis and Clark National Historic 
Trail (LCNHT), of the Eastern Legacy Extension Act (H.R. 3045), which 
would extend the LCNHT eastward from Wood River, IL to Pittsburgh, 
PA. A companion bill (S. 3375) was also introduced in the Senate in 
late August. As of this publication deadline, the legislation had been 
referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

The National Park Service (NPS) conducted a multi-year, thorough 
study titled “Extension Study Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail 
July 2016.” The final version was introduced in Congress by the 
Department of Interior on February 27, 2018. The study concluded 
that three of the 25 initially proposed segments evaluated are 
nationally significant and meet the criteria for inclusion in the LCNHT: 
5A (Pittsburgh, PA to Louisville, KY), 5B (Louisville, KY to Cairo, IL), and 
6 (Cairo, IL to Wood River, IL). 

H.R. 3045 and S. 3375 would extend the LCNHT a total of 1,200 
miles of water trail from the current start of our Congressionally 
designated trail in Wood River, IL, down a small section of the 
Mississippi River, then up the Ohio River through Illinois, Indiana, 
Kentucky, West Virginia, to Pittsburgh, PA. These three segments are 
an important part of the expedition as they convey vital facts, events, 
and locations where Lewis and Clark organized, recruited, and trained 
for their journey. Lewis began journaling in Pittsburgh, signifying the 
beginning of the expedition. The Corps of Discovery got in the boats 
and began working together as a team. These elements were critical 
to the success of the expedition, are a vital part of the Eastern Legacy 
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, and comprise the heart of this 
recommendation for trail extension. 

The NPS study concluded the potential trail extension would likely 
positively impact tourism on the existing LCNHT as well as in the 
proposed segments. We concur. For example, Indiana reports heritage 
tourism as a $12.2 billion industry. 

Currently, Indiana is the only State in the union without a national 

scenic or historic trail. This new designation would “put Indiana on 
the map” along the route where the explorers planned, recruited, and 
recorded the beginning of their epic journey. Segments not included 
are still promoted and included in LCTHF promotional materials, 
websites, brochures, and through our various meetings.

We thank Rep. Luke Messer (R-IN) for introducing the legislation 
and cosponsors Susan Brooks (R-IN), Bill Johnson (R-OH), and John 
Yarmouth (D-KY). We thank Sens. Todd Young (R-IN) and Joe Donnelly 
(D-IN) for carrying our torch in the Senate. We also appreciate 
coaching from Gary Werner, Partnership for the National Trails System 
Executive Director, regarding our testimony in the House Natural 
Resources Committee’s Subcommittee on Federal Lands and our 
Eastern Legacy Committee for their tireless work on this effort.

Even though there is still much work to be done, we pause to 
reflect on our accomplishments to date.

Eastern Legacy Extension Act passes House on historic trail's 40th anniversary
Lewis and Clark trail looks east
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Map Credit: National Park Service

Blazing into history along the CDT

Travelers along the Continental Divide 
Trail (CDT) face many challenges. The 

trail traverses long waterless stretches in 
New Mexico’s deserts and Wyoming’s Great 
Divide Basin, soars to elevations reaching 
over 14,000 feet, and crosses snowfields 
that persist well into summer. Even day hikes 
along this 3,100-mile national scenic trail 
can be tough, and thru-hikes should only be 
attempted by the most well-prepared. 

But now, finding your way on the CDT 
has gotten just a little bit easier. This year, 
in honor of the CDT’s 40th anniversary, the 
Continental Divide Trail Coalition (CDTC) put 

out the call to help “Blaze the CDT.” While 
the CDT has been marked in various ways 
throughout its history, in some areas it was 
completely unmarked, and in others, blow-
downs and bleaching from the sun made 
the existing trail markers difficult to spot, 
especially since the former plastic markers 
would often crack or fade.

This spring and summer, more than 50 
volunteer “blazers” hit the trail with heavy 
packs full of blue-and-white aluminum signs, 
routed wooden signs for wilderness areas, 
and even posts to be installed in areas above 
treeline. Thanks to efforts by the U.S. Forest 

Service, the Bureau of Land Management, 
Youth Conservation Corps and volunteer trail 
adopters, over 2,000 miles had already been 
blazed in 2017, which left about 750 miles of 
trail for the blazers to tackle. 

“Many volunteers used Blaze the CDT as 
a way to give back while completing a hike 
they had already planned on the CDT," said 
Morgan Anderson, CDTC Field Programs 
Manager. "It was an amazing way for people 
who live far away from the trail and can’t 
normally get involved with our volunteer 
projects to be a part of the CDT community—
to show how important the trail is to them.” 

Continental Divide Trail Coalition (adapted from the full article at www.pnts.org)
by Amanda Wheelock, Marketing and Communications Specialist

Learn more about the Eastern Legacy trail extension:
www.lewisandclark.org/learn/eastern_legacy.php

http://www.lewisandclark.org/learn/eastern_legacy.php


Capacity by Partnership for the National Trails System 
Adapted from submitted intern biographies which can all be viewed at www.pnts.org

Trail Intern
SPOTLIGHTS
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Old Spanish Trail Association leadership changes hands

The Old Spanish Trail Association (OSTA) 
appointed a new Executive Director, Lynn 

Brittner. Brittner previously served as the 
Executive Director for the Santa Barbara Historical 
Museum and Southern Ute Cultural Center 
and Museum, and she currently resides in 
Albuquerque, NM. 

"Preserving this part of western history is 
so important and I'm really passionate about 
helping the association grow and educating their 
communities,” Brittner said. 

As of September 30, 2018, Brittner replaces 
John Hiscock, who had been contracted as the 
Association Manager since October 1, 2015 and is 
leaving to pursue other opportunities. Hiscock has 

been instrumental in bringing the 400-member 
group onto a higher platform of recognition 
and respect as a national trails organization. 
Under his management, OSTA has grown with a 
new website, social media presence, and more 
involvement with stewardship and preservation 
activities.

“My heart lies with protection of our Federal 
public lands for future generations, and I will now 
turn to that endeavor from a broader perspective 
(but always mindful, and an advocate of the 
protections intended by the National Trails System 
Act),” Hiscock said. “Thanks for your friendship!”

OSTA has also hired Kitty Nicholason as the new 
Spanish Traces editor following Ruth Friesen’s 
retirement from that position after nearly seven 
years. PNTS welcomes Brittner and Nicholason 
and thanks Hiscock and Friesen for their service!

John Hiscock

Adapted from emails with OSTA staff and board
by Partnership for the National Trails System

www.pnts.org/
new/category/

pathways/ 

Read the full article:

GABRIEL CHEVALIER
Age: 24 
Current City, State: 
Northampton, MA 
Title: NET Outreach 
and Communications 
Coordinator 
Employer: 
Appalachian 
Mountain Club 
Scope of Internship: 
Creation and implementation 
of New England NST Hike50 
Challenge and landowner 
and data management. 

CHRISTOPHER SOLAN
Age: 17 
Current City, State: 
Bridgewater, NJ 
Title: Research and 
Information Specialist 
Employer: W3R-US 
Scope of Internship: 
Create a driving, 
walking, or biking 
tour that uses the izi.
TRAVEL app with writeups 
and images outlining specific 
locations in New Jersey that 
have historical significance 
to the Revolutionary War.

KEKO'O BROWN
Age: 29 
Current City, State: 
Mountain View, HI 
Title: Community 
Outreach and 
Education Intern 
Employer: Ala Kahakai 
Trail Association 
How Has Internship 
Prepared You: I've 
grown committed to the 
integration of descendant 
stewardship to guide the 
use of our trails into the 
future.

Gabriel Chevalier

Christopher Solan Keko'o Brown

The Partnership for the National Trails System, in collaboration with the Bureau of Land 
Management, National Park Service, and U.S. Forest Service, awarded 20 National Trail Intern 

Grants for 2017-2018. These grant opportunities, totaling $190,000, will create opportunities 
for young adults to become involved, or further involved, to help strengthen the capacity of the 
organizations and agencies that administer and manage the national scenic and historic trails. 

COURTNEY BRINGHURST
Age: 27 
Current City, State: 
Salt Lake City, UT 
Title: OST Recreation 
and Management 
Strategy Intern 
Employer: Bureau of 
Land Management 
How Has Internship 
Prepared You: I'm 
learning how to interact 
with many user groups and 
partners, which is a very 
important skill for trail 
management and design.

Courtney Bringhurst

HALLE GOLDSTEIN
Age: 22 
Current City, State: 
Tallahassee, FL 
Title: FT Program 
Intern 
Employer: Florida Trail 
Association 
Biggest Achievement: 
Talking to town 
councils about the 
Florida NST, while also helping 
them grow economically 
through promotion of their 
small businesses.

Halle Goldstein

TAYLOR HOUGHTON
Age: 21 
Current City, State: 
Whitewater, WI 
Title: IAT Outreach 
and Education Intern 
Employer: Ice Age 
Trail Alliance 
Scope of Internship: 
Assist with or lead 
outreach education 
program activities including 
youth hikes, work with local 
educators, assist with grant 
writing and reporting. 

Taylor Houghton

Lynn Brittner

http://www.pnts.org/new/category/pathways/
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FEDERAL PARTNERS 
by Partnership for the National Trails System  
Adapted from emails with former and current NPS staff

by Partnership for the National Trails System  
Adapted from a June 26, 2018 NPS news release 

Helen Scully retires as NTS Program Specialist

Eric Gabriel selected as Ice Age Trail Superintendent

National Park Service (NPS) Midwest Regional 
Director Cam Sholly announced the selection of 

Eric Gabriel as Superintendent of Ice Age National 
Scenic Trail. Gabriel most recently served as the 
Chief Ranger of the North Cascades National Park 
Service Complex for the past three and a half years 
overseeing the Visitor and Resource Protection 
Operations for three national park units. He will 
assume his new role early this fall. Dan Watson, NPS 
Volunteer Coordinator for the Ice Age Trail, served as 
Acting Superintendent after former Superintendent 
John Madden retired January 31, 2018. 

“It's a great honor to be selected as 
superintendent of the Ice Age National Scenic Trail,” 
Gabriel said about his appointment. “As a Wisconsin 
native, growing up in Sheboygan County, I formed 
a deep connection to the Ice Age Trail. While 
attending the University of Wisconsin-Madison, my 
experiences along the trail continued to grow. The 
Ice Age Trail’s world-renowned glacial features and 
diverse landscapes provide a connection for people 
and communities to the natural world. It is an 
incredible resource. Moreover, I am excited to work 

with Ice Age Trail staff, park 
partners, and stakeholders 
to preserve and protect the 
trail while providing great 
opportunities for the public to enjoy.” 

Gabriel has over 25 years of experience working 
for the NPS in a variety of parks, including North 
Cascades, Glacier, Yosemite, Grand Teton, Grand 
Canyon, Big Bend, Sequoia/Kings Canyon, and Rocky 
Mountain. He is a recipient of the U.S. Department 
of Interior Medal of Valor for lifesaving activities 
in high-risk situations. Gabriel graduated from 
UW-Madison in 1988 with a B.S. in earth science 
secondary education. He enjoys hiking, climbing, 
skiing, hunting, and spending time with his wife, 
Tracy, and their three children in the outdoors. They 
are looking forward to relocating to the Madison 
area where they have lots of family. 

The Partnership for the National Trails System 
welcomes Gabriel!

Eric Gabriel

Published
Resources

TEACHING GUIDE
The U.S. Department of 

Interior's Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) recently 
published a middle school 
teaching guide with three 
activities about the national 
trails titled "America's Scenic 
and Historic Trails on Public 
Lands: The Intersection 
of Cultures, Heritage, and 
Outdoor Recreation." 

TRANSPORTATION 
GUIDEBOOK AND REPORT

The National Park Service 
collaborated with the Federal 
Highway Administration 
(FHWA) staff on the 
development of the "Active 
Transportation Guidebook: 
A Resource on Supporting 
Walking and Bicycling for 
National Parks and their 
Partners." This new resource 
supports parks, gateway 
communities, and partners 
who are interested in 
pursuing opportunities to 
enhance walking and bicycling 
to and within national parks.

FHWA also posted the 
FY 2017 Transportation 
Alternatives Annual Report, 
which details project 
applications and selections 
that will use FY 2016-17 funds.

Helen Scully, National Trails 
System Program Specialist 

and National Recreation Trails 
Coordinator, has announced 
her retirement, which takes 
effect September 29, 2018. 

Helen came into the National 
Park Service (NPS) to be an 
interpretive ranger from a 
background in theater and 
natural sciences. Somehow she found 
her way to the staff of the National 
Heritage Area Program, and when that 
program downsized she came into 
the National Trails System (NTS) office 
in 2000. For the next 18 years she 
served as Program Specialist, ably carrying out many 
functions that strengthened the NTS. Among Helen’s 
many accomplishments were:
• Coordinating the usually complex annual package 
of National Recreation Trail (NRT) nominations.
• Tracking applications and finalists in the Connect 
Trails to Parks Program.
• Shepherding the development of Federal Trails 
Data Standards to maturity and acceptance.
• Taking the minutes for many years at the Federal 
Interagency Council on Trails.

Steve Elkinton, who retired as the NTS Program 
Leader in 2014 and currently serves on the 

Partnership for the National Trails System (PNTS) 
Board of Directors, said it was a “wonderful pleasure” 
to serve as her supervisor and friend. He said Helen 
avoided positions of visible leadership (she much 
preferred to serve quietly in the background), and 
her high standards of integrity, persistence, and 
attention to detail rendered invaluable service. 

“I came to quickly appreciate Helen's gifts, her 
perceptive observations, her distrust of unnecessary 
bureaucracy, her sense of theater and drama, her 
keen photographic eye,” Elkinton said. “She has 
left behind her as she departs NPS an invaluable 
legacy of accomplishment working on the National 
Trails System that will endure for years. May her 
well-earned retirement be joyful, inspiring, and full 
of healthy adventures as she returns to her native 
Hawaii.”

Bob Ratcliffe, Division Chief for the NPS 
Conservation, Recreation, and Community Programs, 
and Rita Hennessy, NTA Program Leader, are going 
through the process needed to hire a successor. Until 
a permanent replacement is on board, Hennessy will 
be the contact for NRT matters. In an email to the 
NRT Roundtable members, Helen said, “It has been a 
great privilege working with all of you. Your passion 
for trails and public service is inspiring.”

PNTS thanks Helen for her steadfast, conscientious 
work with the National Trails System and the 
Pathways Editorial Board. Aloha! 

Helen Scully



15

PNTS President:  
Liz Bergeron • Pacific Crest Trail Association

PNTS Vice President - Governance:  
Jim Zimmerman • Nez Perce Trail Foundation

PNTS Secretary:  
Luke Kloberdanz • Ice Age Trail Alliance

PNTS Treasurer:  
Christy Corzine
PNTS Trail Leaders Council Chair:
RG Absher • Overmountain Victory Trail Association 

National Historic Trails Representative:
James L. Mallory • Lewis and Clark Trust, Inc.

National Scenic Trails Representative:
Mike Wollmer • Ice Age Trail Alliance

Cosmo Catalano • Appalachian Trail Conservancy
Kathy DeCoster • Trust for Public Land 
Steve Elkinton   
Margaret Gorski • Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation
Deloris Gray Wood • Trail of Tears Association 
Teresa Martinez • Continental Divide Trail Coalition 
Barney Scout Mann
Elizabeth Stewart • Anza Trail Foundation

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

TRAIL LEADERS COUNCIL
PNTS Trail Leaders Council Chair:
RG Absher • Overmountain Victory Trail Association 

National Historic Trails Representative:
James L. Mallory • Lewis and Clark Trust, Inc.

National Scenic Trails Representative:
Mike Wollmer • Ice Age Trail Alliance

Dennis Hart • Ala Kahakai Trail Association
Elizabeth Stewart • Anza Trail Foundation 
Bridget Likely • Appalachian Mountain Club (NET)
Cosmo Catalano • Appalachian Trail Conservancy 
Matt Nelson • Arizona Trail Association  
Susan Shingledecker • Chesapeake Conservancy 
Clare Cain • Connecticut Forest & Park Association (NET) 
Teresa Martinez • Continental Divide Trail Coalition 
Jim Wolf • Continental Divide Trail Society 
Marcie Davis • E Mau Nā Ala Hele (Ala Kahakai NHT) 
Steven Gonzales • El Camino Real de los Tejas NHT Association 
Alex Stigliano • Florida Trail Association
Judy Bittner • Iditarod Historic Trail Alliance 
Lindy Hatcher • Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation
Ron Andersen • Mormon Pioneer Trail Association 
Tony Turnbow • Natchez Trace Parkway Association 
Pat Hearty • National Pony Express Association 
Jim Zimmerman • Nez Perce Trail Foundation 
Andrea Ketchmark • North Country Trail Association 
Reba Wells Grandrud • Old Spanish Trail Association 
Bill Martin • Oregon-California Trails Association
Justin Kooyman • Pacific Crest Trail Association 
Jeff Kish • Pacific Northwest Trail Association 
Ric Francke • Potomac Heritage Trail Association 
Marcia Will-Clifton • Santa Fe Trail Association 
Deloris Gray Wood • Trail of Tears Association
Ellen von Karajan • Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary
  Route NHT Association, Inc. (W3R-US) 

Event Calendar

Connect with PNTS

October 5-7, 
2018 Old Spanish Trail Days Barstow, CA www.old 

spanishtrail.org

October 5-7, 
2018

Florida Trail Association 
National Trails Festival DeLand, FL www.floridatrail.

org

October 
7-10, 2018

50th Annual Meeting of 
the Lewis and Clark Trail 

Heritage Foundation
Astoria, OR www.lewisand 

clark.org

October 12-
13, 2018

El Camino Real de los Tejas 
NHT Association  
Annual Meeting

San Antonio, TX
www.elcamino 
realdelostejas.

org

October 22-
25, 2018

16th Biennial National Trails 
System Conference Vancouver, WA www.pnts.org

October 26-
28, 2018

23rd Annual Trail of Tears 
Conference and Symposium Decatur, AL www.national

tota.com

April 28 - 
May 1, 2019

24th International Trails 
Symposium and Training 

Institute
Syracuse, NY

www.american 
trails.org/ 

symposium/

Facebook and Twitter: 
@PartnershipNTS

Instagram: 
@nationaltrailssystem

Pathways and e-News: 
communication@pnts.org

www.pnts.org/new/events/

Affiliate Memberships
The Partnership for the National Trails System (PNTS) offers several ways for 

organizations and individuals to get involved and support our work, including applying to 
become an affiliate member. 

Affiliate members support the work of the PNTS or support some sort of management, 
advocacy, or other work that helps sustain portions of one or more national scenic or 
historic trails. They usually have either a broader mission or focus than just the National 
Trails System or their area of activity encompasses only part of a national scenic or 
historic trail.

There is an application process for each of the three categories of affiliate membership: 
organizational, agency, and individual professional. 

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP
• Pathways magazine free to organization leaders (1 hard copy and via web)
• Monthly webinars free to organization members (1 per organization)
• Participation in PNTS committees
• Reduced fees for conferences and workshops* ($25 discount, max 1)
• Inclusion in PNTS advocacy work

* effective January 1, 2019

To learn more about each category and to apply for an affiliate membership, visit:

www.pnts.org/new/about-us/join/

Webinar Topics: 
admin@pnts.org

http://www.oldspanishtrail.org
http://www.oldspanishtrail.org
http://www.floridatrail.org
http://www.floridatrail.org
http://www.lewisandclark.org
http://www.lewisandclark.org
http://www.elcaminorealdelostejas.org
http://www.elcaminorealdelostejas.org
http://www.elcaminorealdelostejas.org
http://www.pnts.org
http://www.nationaltota.com
http://www.nationaltota.com
http://www.americantrails.org/symposium/
http://www.americantrails.org/symposium/
http://www.americantrails.org/symposium/
http://www.pnts.org/new/events/
http://pnts.org/new/about-us/join/


Rizzoli celebrates the 50th anniversaries
of THE NATIONAL TRAILS SYSTEM ACT and

THE NATIONAL WILD & SCENIC RIVERS ACT, 
and wishes to thank all of its publishing partners

If in town for Outdoor Retailer, please join us at 
Tattered Cover Bookstore (2526 East Colfax Avenue, Denver) 

on November 7th @ 7pm for an all-star panel and book signing.

WE'VE MOVED!

Pathways Across America
Partnership for the National Trails System
304 E. Wilson St. LL
Madison, WI  53703

www.pnts.org

http://www.pnts.org

