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PROGRESS REPORT
The Partnership for the National Trails System (PNTS), in collaboration with the nonprofit trail organizations and
Federal agency partners that represent the 30 national scenic and historic trails, is compiling data to create a
State of the Trails report using the 50th Anniversary of the National Trails System as a benchmark.
Some of the information about the National Trails System, including the number of miles and historic sites
permanently protected, is tracked irregularly or with varying degrees of certainty. The 2018 partial government
shutdown also impacted the ability of our nonprofit partners to locate some components of their trail’s
information. PNTS will continue to collect and provide information trusting that the data will become more
complete over time.
The intent of this preliminary version of the State of the Trails report is to briefly capture the range and variety of
resources, values, connections, and benefits the National Trails System provides to the nation. The full report will
be available upon completion at www.pnts.org.
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2018 NATIONAL TRAILS SYSTEM
PUBLIC/PRIVATE TOTAL VALUE
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FUNDAMENTAL CHALLENGES OF THE NATIONAL TRAILS SYSTEM
• Transforming the national scenic and historic trails from a collection of premier trails into a national public lands
system like the National Park System and the National Wildlife Refuge System or the National Wilderness System.
• Completing the trails on the ground—closing the gaps in the scenic trails and preserving and
interpreting all the “high potential sites and segments” along the historic trails.
• Growing all of the national trail organizations to greatly enhance their capacity and resources and
that of the Federal trail agencies to be able to fully develop and sustain the National Trails System.
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