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501(c)(3) nonprofit that connects member nonprofit trail 
organizations and Federal agency partners to further the 
protection, completion, and stewardship of the 30 national 
scenic and historic trails within the National Trails System.  

Pathways 
Across America
Pathways Across America is 
the only national publication 
devoted to the news and 
issues of America’s national 
scenic and historic trails. It 
is published quarterly by the 
Partnership for the National 
Trails System (PNTS) under 
cooperative agreements with five Federal agencies. 
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Department of Agriculture (USDA): 
U.S. Forest Service (USFS)

Department of the Interior (DOI):  
National Park Service (NPS)
Bureau of Land Management (BLM)  
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)

Department of Transportation (DOT):  
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

ABOUT  US

Partnership for the National Trails System

STAFF

CONTACT 

Unless otherwise indicated, all material in Pathways 
Across America is public domain. All views expressed 
herein are perspectives of individuals working on behalf 
of the National Trails System and do not necessarily 
represent the viewpoint of the Federal agencies. 

306 E. Wilson St. Suite 2E • Madison, WI 53703
608.249.7870 • www.pnts.org • admin@pnts.org

BUILDING COMMUNITY ·
National Trails System

Congress passed the National Trails System Act, signed into law by President 
Lyndon B. Johnson on October 2, 1968. Today, the National Trails System 
is composed of 11 National Scenic Trails (NSTs), 19 National Historic Trails 
(NHTs), almost 1,300 National Recreation Trails (NRTs) including 21 National 
Water Trails, and more than 2,000 Rail Trails. These trails provide outdoor 
recreation opportunities, promote resource preservation and public access, 
and encourage the appreciation of the great outdoors and America’s history 
and cultural diversity.  

SCENIC AND HISTORIC TRAILS
• Authorized by Congress
• Stewardship facilitated by the nonprofit

Partnership for the National Trails System
• Total 55,000 miles through 49 States

and the District of Columbia in wild, rural,
suburban, and urban areas, connecting
with every distinct ecological area or
biome in the country 

• Connect and travel through 70 wildlife
refuges, 80 national parks, 90 national
forests, 100 BLM field office areas, over
120 wilderness areas, numerous State and
local parks, trails, and other protected
areas, and 100 major urban areas

• Over 1 million hours of volunteer labor to
build and maintain annually

RECREATION TRAILS
• Designated by Secretary of Interior

or Secretary of Agriculture
• Stewardship facilitated by the

nonprofit American Trails
• Total 26,000 miles through 50

States, the District of Columbia,
and Puerto Rico

www.americantrails.org

RAIL TRAILS
• Part of 1983 amendment to

National Trails System Act
• Stewardship facilitated by the

nonprofit Rails-to-Trails
Conservancy

• Total 22,000 miles through 50
States and the District of Columbia,
and 8,000 miles in progress

www.railstotrails.org

PATHWAYS NATIONWIDE FOR DISCOVERY, 
LEARNING, AND UNDERSTANDING

Strengthening communities through heritage 
and ecotourism, public involvement, and 
community collaboration.

Enhancing access to natural areas and historic 
treasures through innovative interpretation and 
outreach efforts. 

Facilitating public-private partnerships for 
preservation of history, natural environments, 
and human health through outdoor recreation. 

Click the National Trails System tab to 
view a map and learn about our partners:

www.pnts.org

Deborah Salt • Bureau of Land Management 
Christopher Douwes • Federal Highway Administration 
Rita Hennessy • National Park Service 
Peter Bonsall • National Park Service 
Nathan Caldwell • U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Jaime Schmidt • U.S. Forest Service 

EDITORIAL BOARD

http://www.americantrails.org
http://www.railstotrails.org 
http://pnts.org/new/national-trails-system/


BUILDING COMMUNITY KEEPING HISTORY ALIVE PRESERVING BIODIVERSITY·
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FRONT 
Carla Timentwa participates in a rededication of a portion of the Nez Perce 
(Nee-Me-Poo) NHT, reopened for foot and equestrian travel, on horseback 
at Indian Post Office in Idaho. Photo Credit: Roger M. Peterson, USFS

INSIDE
Left: The Pacific Northwest Trail Association and American Long Distance 
Hiking Association-West teach high schoolers how to use a seven-foot 
crosscut saw at the Bellingham Ruck backpacking clinic. Photo Credit: PNTA
Center: Replica wagons along the Oregon Trail in the shadow of Eagle Rock 
at Scotts Bluff National Monument. Photo Credit: NPS/Wagner 
Right: Pasque flowers along the Ice Age NST. Photo Credit: Gary Werner

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
• Creating a national public lands system for our trails

NEW BOARD PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

HIKE THE HILL
• PNTS/AHS experience trails victory while in D.C.

GOLD SHEET
• 2018 volunteer and financial contributions
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The National Scenic Trails (NSTs) represent some of the most 
magnificent long-distance hiking trails anywhere in the world. 
Virtually every major ecosystem in the country is traversed by a NST, 
from deserts, temperate rainforests and deciduous forests, tundra, 
mountains, prairies, wetlands, and rivers. NSTs offer natural corridors 
for wildlife preservation and unspoiled viewscapes, and they create 
fitness and outdoor leadership opportunities for all ages.

11 NATIONAL SCENIC TRAILS

Cover Photographs

• Appalachian NST
• Arizona NST
• Continental Divide NST
• Florida NST
• Ice Age NST
• Natchez Trace NST

• New England NST
• North Country NST
• Pacific Crest NST
• Pacific Northwest NST
• Potomac Heritage NST

The National Historic Trails (NHTs) may be foot or horse paths, travel 
routes, roadways, or a combination of both designated as a route 
retracing a part of American history. Many National Historic Trails 
have interpretive centers and regular events to immerse you in the 
past. While historic trails may run through urban and suburban 
settings, they boast wilderness and hiking opportunities as beautiful 
and diverse as the NSTs. 

• Ala Kahakai NHT
• California NHT
• Captain John Smith

Chesapeake NHT
• El Camino Real de Tierra

Adentro NHT
• El Camino Real de los Tejas NHT
• Iditarod NHT
• Juan Bautista de Anza NHT
• Lewis and Clark NHT
• Mormon Pioneer NHT

• Nez Perce (Nee-Me-Poo) NHT
• Old Spanish NHT
• Oregon NHT
• Overmountain Victory NHT
• Pony Express NHT
• Santa Fe NHT
• Selma to Montgomery NHT
• Star-Spangled Banner NHT
• Trail of Tears NHT
• Washington-Rochambeau

Revolutionary Route NHT

FEDERAL PARTNERS
• Nathan Caldwell retires from FWS

• BLM, FHWA trail resources

19 NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAILS

• Historic trail landmark Scotts Bluff turns 100

• Pony Express delivers letters for veterans 

15

EVENTS AND RESOURCES16
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In 2018 as we began our year-long 
commemoration of the 50th Anniversary 

of the National Trails System Act, I briefly 
described these fundamental challenges 
that we in the National Trails System 
community face to fully realize the potential 
and expectations of our national scenic and 
historic trails.

THREE FUNDAMENTAL 
CHALLENGES

• Transforming the national scenic and 
   historic trails from a collection of 
   premier trails into a national public 
   lands system like the National Park 
   System and the National Wildlife 

       Refuge System or the National   
   Wilderness System.

• Completing the trails on the ground— 
       closing the gaps in the scenic trails  
       and preserving and interpreting all the 

“high potential sites and segments”  
       along the historic trails.

• Growing all of the national trail 
   organizations to greatly enhance their 
   capacity and resources and that of the 

Federal trail agencies to be able to  
       fully develop and sustain the National 

Trails System.

In several issues of Pathways last year 
I discussed the second and third of these 
challenges. Now let us consider the first one: 
how to transform a collection of exceptional 
routes and places into a system of world-
renowned pathways to self-awareness, 
understanding, and connection with the 
natural world, our history, and cultures. 
For most of the 50 year history of the 
National Trails System, the national scenic 
and historic trails have been operated by 
the three Federal agencies that administer 
them and the other agencies that manage 
portions of them as singularly separate 
projects governed by widely divergent land 
management policies and practices.  

All of the Federal land managing agencies 
are well accustomed to administering and 
managing discrete blocks of land, whether 
a few acres or millions of acres in size. None 
of these agencies has an institutional culture 
adept at managing resources along long 
corridors. That these extensive corridors—
the national scenic and historic trails—

usually cross blocks of land administered 
by several of these agencies, as well as 
State and local public lands, multiplies the 
challenges for administering them manyfold. 
Convincing the Federal agencies responsible 
for administering these national trails that 
they need to develop mutually agreed-upon 
approaches to consistently administer and 
manage them has been quite a challenge 
spanning several decades of work by a 
number of enthusiastic and well-intentioned 
people within those agencies and among the 
nonprofit partners supporting these trails.

Over the past decade, several seminal 
actions have provided a framework for 
developing and implementing a more 
consistent, systematic approach to 
administering and managing these national 
trails.  In 2009, Congress established 
the National Conservation Lands system 
within the hundreds of millions of acres 
administered by the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) and included the 
national scenic and historic trails as 
components of this system. This system is 
intended to prioritize the conservation and 
preservation of the resources of these lands 
within the broader mandate of multiple-
use that governs BLM’s management of 
the public lands. To make this designation 
effective in 2012, the BLM issued a set of 
policy manuals to guide the planning for 
and administration and management of 
national scenic and historic trails as special 
preservation corridors.

This action was mirrored several years 

later by the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) in 
the promulgation of a new Forest Planning 
Rule. The new directives guiding how 
forest planners are to develop resource 
management plans for the national forests 
now require that national scenic and historic 
trails be recognized as areas, or corridors, 
requiring special management, again within 
the agency’s broader multiple-use mandate.

More recently, the Federal Interagency 
Council on Trails has been rechartered as 
the National Trails System Council with 
a charge to address policy and other 
management inconsistencies among the 
agencies administering and managing the 
trails. The National Trails System lead staff 
in the National Park Service (NPS), BLM, 
and USFS have also instituted the National 
Trail Administrators Roundtable (NTAR) to 
provide a forum and mechanism for the 
administrators of the 30 national scenic 
and historic trails to work together across 
agencies to address challenges they face 
and implement system-wide management 
practices and approaches.

Some initial progress has been made 
within each of these initiatives. Several 
resource management area and national 
forest plans have been developed within the 
BLM and the USFS that provide for broad 
special management corridors surrounding 
national scenic and historic trails. The NTAR 
has been functioning for more than three 
years with an annual meeting each year and 
committees working across agencies on an 
ongoing basis.
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by Gary Werner, Executive Director
Partnership for the National Trails SystemEXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT 

Let’s prioritize transforming our trails into a 
national system of resource preservation lands

Photo Credit: Gary Werner
Above: A section of the Ice Age National Scenic Trail in the Holmes Preserve of the Table Bluff Segment 
in Cross Plains, WI during a prescribed burn (left) and later during its regeneration (right).



Taken together, these initiatives form an institutional 
framework that, if practiced consistently, can over time 
help mold the national scenic and historic trails into a 
recognizable National Trails System comparable to the 
National Park System and the National Wildlife Refuge 
System. An immediate challenge is to continue the 
good start as more resource management area and 
national forest plans are revised to provide consistent 
management for the national scenic and historic trails 
from forest to forest, management area to management 
area. To accomplish this will require the good will of 
many agency land managers and the diligent, persistent 
encouragement and insistence of citizen advocates 
within the national trails organizations.

A major challenge that must be addressed is the 
unequal recognition and status among the 23 national 
scenic and historic trails administered by the NPS. 
Three of the scenic trails administered by the NPS 
are included as units of the National Park System. 
The other three scenic trails and 17 historic trails 
administered by the NPS currently reside with a variety 
of other programs operated by the NPS, all secondary 
to the National Park System. Not only do they lack the 
recognition as part of the National Park System, but 
they also do not receive support from funding and 
programs accorded to the national parks. Bills have 
been introduced in Congress to rectify this situation for 
several of these “orphan trails,” but Congress has not 
enacted them yet.

Ultimately, the overarching challenge is to create 
a new type of resource based public land system 
encompassing the national scenic and historic trails 
that is a hybrid involving public agencies at all levels 
of government and a variety of private entities and 
individuals. With the authorization of Congress this 

National Trails System is a Federal system, but it is 
also fundamentally collaborative requiring shared 
stewardship of major elements of our nation’s 
heritage. This hybrid system must be operated 
in a manner that is welcoming, respectful, and 
encouraging of the essential help of all the entities—
public and private—involved.

Fortuitously we have a model of such a way to 
operate so extensive and multifaceted a system 
that has been successfully working for more than 
three decades. The National Park Service, U.S. Forest 
Service, and the Appalachian Trail Conservancy 
are the principal partners guiding the Appalachian 
National Scenic Trail Cooperative Management 
System. This approach, relying on the help of scores 
of entities to manage the various segments of the 
more than 2,000 mile trail, can serve as a template 
to be adapted appropriately for the other 29 national 
scenic and historic trails.

A vision is emerging, shared by Federal agency 
managers and nonprofit organization leaders, of 
the national scenic and historic trails as protected 
corridors preserving the integrity of the natural, 
cultural, and historic resources along them and the 
quality of the experiences for the people visiting 
them. This vision, akin to the vision animating the 
national parks and wildlife refuges, can be the glue 
holding this new system together and the force 
energizing our work together to make it happen. 
The necessary institutional framework has been 
established. We have many proven tools and models 
to use to make it happen. Let us get on with this good 
and necessary work.

Happy Spring!

MISSION
To empower, inspire, 
and strengthen public 
and private partners 
to develop, preserve, 
promote, and sustain 

the national scenic and 
historic trails.

VISION
PNTS envisions a world-
class system of national 
scenic and historic trails 
that preserves natural 
and cultural values and 
provides recreational 

benefits for all.

PURPOSE
The purpose of PNTS is 

to promote and support 
the efforts of national 
scenic and historic trail 
organizations, to secure 

public and private 
resources, and to serve 
as a collective voice for 
policy and action that 

supports national scenic 
and historic trails.
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by Barney Scout Mann, Board President
Partnership for the National Trails SystemBOARD PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

In December 2018, I was 
elected as Board President of 

the Partnership for the National 
Trails System—a position held by 
Liz Bergeron since 2012. I am 67 
and incredibly busy, like many 
of you, so the challenge of my 
retirement is saying “no” often 
enough. But I said “yes” to the 
Partnership. Why?

Because people I trust asked me to serve. Because 
maybe I can help the Partnership reach the next 
level. Because I want you to join me. Because my 
wife, whom I followed for 2,650 miles on the PCT, 
said, “You need to do this.” Because to me, the 
Partnership is a bantamweight boxer punching 
far above its weight. Since my first Hike the Hill in 
2008, I’ve thought, “Why have so few heard of this 
organization that accomplishes so much?”

The Partnership is a prime mover in convincing 
Congress to provide more than $81 million over the 
past five years from the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund to protect our trails. The Partnership, with 

our Federal partners, helps set national trail policy. 
Together with American Hiking Society, our Hike the 
Hill advocacy week binds nearly all our 34 member 
trail organizations, with over 100 of us fanning out 
to most every congressional and agency office. 
The Partnership sponsors internships, fosters best 
practices, and holds training opportunities.

I said “yes,” because I saw all this, and I saw the 
potential for so much more. What a force we can be.

GOALS
1. Outreach and public 

awareness

2. Resource protection and 
trail completion

3. Capacity building

About Us

Barney Scout Mann

Barney Scout Mann serves as the President of the 
Continental Divide Trail Coalition, is a writer and 
author of books about the CDT and PCT, and is an 
avid hiker. His Appalachian Trail thru-hike in 2017 
completed the Triple Crown, and up next are the Alps, 
Patagonia, and Arizona Trail. He welcomed a new 
grandson and has three adult children, two of them 
married and the wedding for the third is June 29. He 
and his wife also host over 1,300 starting PCT hikers 
over a span of eight weeks. Barney wrote national 
trails lyrics to the tune of "This Land Is Your Land," 
sung during Hike the Hill that can be viewed here: 
www.pnts.org/new/board-president-mann/

http://www.pnts.org/new/board-president-mann/


by Samantha Haas, Communications Coordinator
Partnership for the National Trails System
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HIKE THE HILL

Trails community experiences Congressional victory while in Washington, D.C.
Giving our trails a voice

More than 100 people representing 
nearly 40 trail organizations from 

throughout the country traveled to 
Washington, D.C. this February to “Hike the 
Hill.” Now in its 22nd year, Hike the Hill® is a 
joint effort between the Partnership for the 
National Trails System (PNTS) and the Ameri-
can Hiking Society (AHS) aimed at increasing 
congressional and Federal agency leader 
awareness of funding and other needs that 
sustain the National Trails System (NTS).

From February 10-14, 2019, we met with 
leaders of the Federal land management 
agencies, congressional staff, and members 
of Congress to discuss the opportunities for 
and the threats facing our NTS. Some of the 
main issues or pieces of legislation discussed 
include the funding and permanent 
reauthorization for the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (which expired Septem-
ber 30, 2018) as part of the S.47 Natural 
Resources Management Act public lands 
package, increasing and allocating funding 
for the national trails with specific budget 
line items, and addressing the maintenance 
backlog across public lands, including the 
U.S. Forest Service (USFS) deferred mainte-
nance, through the Restore Our Parks and 
Public Lands Act. 

PNTS and AHS also held a Hike the Hill 
Party at the REI D.C. flagship store on 
Tuesday, February 12, for local trail leaders, 
organizational partners, congressional staff, 
and agency officials to celebrate public 
lands and trails. While relishing the success 
of the 50th anniversary of the National 
Trails System throughout 2018, attendees 
had another reason to celebrate during the 
party: the passage of S. 47. That evening, 
the United States Senate voted 92-8 to ap-
prove the Natural Resources Management 
Act. This bipartisan omnibus public lands 
package includes over 100 individual bills, 
including the permanent reauthorization 
of the Land and Water Conservation Fund 
(LWCF) and authorization of the North Coun-
try National Scenic Trail Route Adjustment 
Act and the Eastern Legacy Extension of the 
Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail.

In attendance at the Hike the Hill Party 
was Vicki Christiansen, the new Chief of 
the U.S. Forest Service. The previous day 
Christiansen had met with several trail 
representatives to discuss trail-related 
priorities, and a phrase shared by one of the 
next generation trail leaders, Diego Borjas 

of the Environmental Charter High School 
in Los Angeles, CA, struck a chord with the 
Chief. “(Diego) said when he got on the trail, 
he felt the ‘spark in his heart.’ That’s why 
you’re all here, that’s why we’re all here,” 
Christiansen said. “We’re not just a govern-
ment agency; we want to be a partner and 
we want to be long-term stewards with you, 
and we can’t do it without you, so thank you 
very very much.” Also addressing the crowd 
were NPS representative Jeff Reinbold, 
Assistant Director for Partnerships and Civic 
Engagement, and BLM representative Nikki 
Haskett, Assistant Director with the Office of 
National Conservation Lands and Commu-
nity Partnerships, who reflected on the 
accomplishments of the 50th anniversary 
and their hopes for the future.

After celebrating this hard-earned victory 
in the Senate, our attention immediately 
turned toward bringing S. 47 for a vote 
by the House of Representatives, which 
occurred exactly two weeks later on 
February 26, 2019. The bipartisan bill, now 
called the John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, 
Management and Recreation Act, passed 
overwhelmingly by a vote of 363-62 and 
moved to the President’s desk to be signed 
into law on March 12, 2019.

When the partial government shutdown 
began December 22, 2018, the weeks 

leading up to this year’s Hike the Hill were 
marked with uncertainty. On the ground, 
our nonprofit trail organizations’ efforts 
were being greatly impacted by furloughed 
Federal employees and suspended 
funding agreements. However, we knew 
it was more important than ever to come 
together on Capitol Hill and voice our 
message in solidarity to support trails. The 
government reopened on January 25, 2019, 
just two weeks before our nonprofit and 
Federal partners were scheduled to arrive 
in D.C., enabling us to continue scheduling 
meetings. Thank you to everyone for their 
patience and perseverance!

“During the shutdown, there was this 
feeling of helplessness,” Aaron Mahr, 
NPS National Trails Intermountain Region 
Superintendent, shared during the agency 
briefing meetings on February 10. “Our 
(nonprofit) partners later said how much 
they missed our work together. It’s a 
testament to what PNTS has been doing (for 
nearly 20) years. We’re all in this together.”

Photo Credit: Chelsea Bodamer, PNTS
Above: PNTS Board President Barney Scout Mann (standing at left) shows U.S. Forest Service Chief 
Vicki Christiansen (seated in middle) and other nonprofit trail and USFS representatives the compass 
of Benton MacKaye, the “Father of the Appalachian Trail,” during a listening session about trail-related 
priorities on February 11, 2019.

View the full article, photos, and a list of 
participating agencies and organizations:

www.pnts.org/new/ 
hike-the-hill-2019-recap/

http://www.pnts.org/new/hike-the-hill-2018/
http://www.pnts.org/new/hike-the-hill-2018/
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TO SUPPORT THE NATIONAL TRAILS SYSTEM BY 
NATIONAL SCENIC AND HISTORIC TRAIL ORGANIZATIONS 

Notes: Value of volunteer time calculated using the national 2018 value of volunteer time ($25.43/hour) by the Independent Sector. Some, but not all, trail organizations 
include Federal reimbursement rates for miles driven for volunteer work as part of their private contributions. Volunteer stewardship activities include, but are not 
limited to: trail building and maintenance, outreach event development, youth engagement, public education, development of interpretive materials and sites, removal 
of invasive species, habitat restoration, land protection, historic research, reenactments, archaeological studies, and community partnership development.

GOLD SHEET 

CONTRIBUTIONS MADE IN 2018

Trail Organization(s) Active  
Volunteers

Volunteer 
Hours

Value of 
Volunteer Hours

Private 
Contributions

Ala Kahakai Trail Association and E Mau Nā Ala Hele 33 2,250 $57,217 $6,700

Anza Trail Foundation and other partners 469 20,621 $524,392 $1,150

Appalachian Trail Conservancy 5,832 199,290 $5,067,945 $7,490,000

Arizona Trail Association 2,171 27,500 $699,325 $623,607

Chesapeake Conservancy and other partners - - - $334,000

Connecticut Forest & Park Association and  
Appalachian Mountain Club

439 5,090 $129,439 $65,500

Continental Divide Trail Coalition, 
Continental Divide Trail Society, and other partners

1,888 48,448 $1,232,033 $444,005

El Camino Real de los Tejas NHT Association 35 2,272 $57,777 $55,057

El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro Trail Association 52 2,475 $62,939 $6,547

Florida Trail Association 5,000 100,000 $2,543,000 $195,000

Ice Age Trail Alliance 2,620 81,999 $2,085,235 $1,107,754

Iditarod Historic Trail Alliance 1,800 15,000 $381,450 $16,024

Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, 
Lewis and Clark Trust, Inc., and other partners

2,015 66,275 $1,685,373 $148,592

Mormon Trails Association and other partners 38 38 $966 $850

Natchez Trace Parkway Association 73 545 $13,859 - 

National Pony Express Association 1,218 33,899 $862,052 $8,060

National Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary 
Route NHT Association, Inc. (W3R-US)

138 7,320 $186,148 $52,800

Nez Perce Trail Foundation 14 5,240 $133,253 $3,500

North Country Trail Association 991 66,834 $1,699,589 $498,694

Old Spanish Trail Association 40 4,300 $109,349 $12,000

Oregon-California Trails Association 500 35,927 $913,623 $448,542

Overmountain Victory Trail Association 120 30,000 $762,900 $16,000

Pacific Crest Trail Association 2,215 118,516 $3,013,862 $2,703,491

Pacific Northwest Trail Association 211 18,510 $470,709 $83,552

Potomac Heritage Trail Association 100 10,200 $259,386 $26,750

Santa Fe Trail Association 994 50,327 $1,279,816 $101,440

Trails of Tears Association 175 25,158 $639,768 $39,857

Totals 29,181 978,034 $24,871,405 $14,489,472

www.pnts.org  •  306 East Wilson Street - Suite 2E  •  Madison, WI 53703
Prepared by the Partnership for the National Trails System
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by Jim DeFelice, Author
“West Like Lightning: The Brief, Legendary Ride of the Pony Express”

Pony Express was more than just a romantic adventure
The words “Pony Express” conjure 

romantic images of adventure and 
adrenaline-fueled action across the 
immense, varied terrain of the Old West. 
Wiry young men lean against the necks of 
their valiant steeds, racing against time and 
nature in a quest to deliver information.

But besides the romance and nostalgia, 
the words imply failure as well. While the 
Pony riders had an impeccable record—all 
of the service’s mail, even a bag apparently 
“captured” during an Indian War, was 
delivered—they were doomed from the 
start by the inevitable march of progress. 
The service’s creators were wild-eyed 
visionaries years behind the times, and poor 
businessmen to boot.

As I try to show in my book, “West Like 
Lightning,” a lot of that image is wrong. 
Not the romance, or the adventure, or the 
race against time. That’s all spot on. Yes, 
there are exaggerated legends associated 
with the Pony, but no more than any other 
important venture in our country’s history. 
Those legends deserve to be enjoyed and 
even celebrated; they tell us as much about 
ourselves today as about the past.

The image that’s wrong has to do with 
the founders, Alexander Majors, William 
Waddell, and most especially William 
Russell. Close examination reveals that while 
they may have been visionaries—Russell 
especially—they were not necessarily bad 
businessmen. They may have reached a 
bit too far, but that’s hardly uncommon in 
American history.

To really understand the Pony Express, 
you have to step back and look at the 
enterprise it was part of, which included 
everything from banks to long-haul freight 
lines. The trio were attempting to establish 
an empire that could deliver everything 

from information to physical goods from 
ocean to ocean. Not only were they aware 
of the technologies that supposedly 
doomed the Pony Express—the telegraph 
and railroads specifically—but they 
incorporated them in their plan, and in the 
Pony service itself.

Of course, there’s a lot more to the 
story—a book’s worth, at least—but their 
idea wasn’t necessarily doomed from the 
start. The Pony itself was designed as a 
short-term loss leader and public relations 
effort; it succeeded on both counts. But 
politics, the coming war, bad luck, and, yes, 
critical overreaching doomed the parent 
enterprise.

An idea ahead of its time? Maybe. But 
an even older and very similar enterprise 
remains with us today—American Express. 
Then there’s Wells Fargo, a competitor with 
a slightly different business plan, deeper 

pockets, and better political connections.
Who knows? Had Russell et al succeeded, 

it’d be the Pony Express we wouldn’t leave 
home without.

Fortunately for us, we still have the 
legends and romance to fall back on. The 
colorful characters—Wild Bill, Jack Slade, 
Buffalo Bill Cody, and a host of others—ride 
again in the stories of the Pony. It’s surpris-
ing how many figures of the Old West and 
American history crossed paths with the 
service. Even Mark Twain. Alongside those 
figures are other men, and a few women, 
who though their names may not conjure 
visions, formed the solid backbone of the 
service and ultimately the country.

I try to celebrate them all in “West Like 
Lightning.” Because the Pony Express 
riders did win their race against time, after 
all—we’re still telling their stories today, and 
celebrating their values of grit and determi-
nation, speed and endurance, as our own.

WEST LIKE LIGHTNING:  
THE BRIEF, LEGENDARY RIDE 

 OF THE PONY EXPRESS
by Jim DeFelice

2018 
William Morrow/HarperCollins Publishers

BOOKS

Jim DeFelice is the New York Times best-
selling author of “West Like Lightning,” 
“American Sniper,” and “Every Man a 
Hero,” among other books. “West Like 
Lightning” was a Western Writers of 
America Spur Award finalist in the Best 
Western Historical Nonfiction category. His 
narrative history of the Pony Express was 
published in 2018, the 50th Anniversary 
of the National Trails System Act and 
40th anniversary of the incorporation of 
the National Pony Express Association. 
DeFelice was invited to speak at the kickoff 
celebration of the annual re-ride in Old 
Sacramento, CA on June 20, 2018. This 
year’s westbound re-ride will be held June 
10-20, 2019 starting in St. Joseph, MO.

www.jimdefelice.com

Other Titles About the Pony Express National Historic Trail
RIDER ON THE  

PONY EXPRESS TRAIL 
(VOLUME I: 2015-2016)

by Carla E Photography

2018 
Cowboy West, LLC

The first in a series of photography books and journals by Carla 
E Photography, "Rider on the Pony Express Trail" will soon be 

accompanied by “Remnants on the Pony Express Trail,” likely in 2020. 
The author and her travel buddy, an Australian cattle dog named Rider, travel in their 
pickup truck and RV while following the historic Pony Express Trail. “It has felt like 
we are treasure hunters time and time again while we have been searching for Pony 
Express stations,” she said. As a western lifestyle photographer, the author’s research 
includes photographs and journal entries from their adventures. 

“For anyone who would like to see the trail through my lens, hop in and ride shotgun 
in spirit!" she said. "In our book we share our day to day activities, trials and triumphs, 
the people we meet on the trail, the view of the roads leading to our destinations, and, 
of course, photos of those American treasures, the Pony Express stations!”

www.carlae 
photography.com

http://www.jimdefelice.com
http://www.carlae
photography.com
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by Partnership for the National Trails System
Adapted from former Trail Apprentice submissions available at www.pnts.orgWHERE ARE THEY NOW?

It's been 10 years since the Partnership for the National Trails System first 
offered Trail Apprentice (TA) scholarships, funded by multiple Federal 

agencies, to young adults. We caught up with some members of the 2009 
class to find out how this opportunity helped shape their careers.  

Trail Apprentice
SPOTLIGHT

Name: Lauren Murray

Age: 30

Current City, State: 
Helena, MT

Trail Apprentice 
Year(s): 2009, 2011

Biggest takeaways 
from TA program: That 
it would be awesome 
to one day work with 
the wacky trail folks. 
I was also inspired to 
see how I could use my 
environmental history 
degree to do something I 
love and care for deeply. 

How did the TA program influence 
your career trajectory: After my initial 
apprenticeship in 2009, I changed the 
focus of my undergraduate degree and also 
added an environmental affairs certificate. 
It also helped me land my first job.  

What have you been doing since attending 
your first conference or workshop: 
After graduating, I worked in Yosemite 
National Park for a couple of years and 
then bounced to the private sector for 
some time. After saving and planning (a 
lot), my husband and I quit our jobs for 
a year and traveled the entire U.S. and 
parts of Canada, which was one of the 
best experiences of my life. We made it 
a point to explore trails everywhere we 
went and to see the remote parts of our 
beautiful country that we might never 
have time to explore again. After we 
stopped traveling I went back to the private 
sector and became heavily involved with 
a local community garden (and served 
on the Board of Directors) as well as a 
mountain bike group doing trail work on 
the local trails. Still, something felt like 
it was missing in my day-to-day. I was 
fortunate in late 2017 to see a posting for 
a Development Program Manager position 
with the Continental Divide Trail Coalition 

and I took a leap of faith and went for it. 
Fortunately, I was offered the position and 
have since been working for CDTC! It's 
been an amazing experience to work for 
something I care deeply about, and more 
importantly to work with other amazingly 
talented, intelligent, and passionate people 
toward a great mission.

What are your future career and 
conservation aspirations: I hope to 
stay with CDTC for quite some time and 
always envision myself in a similar role 
working with environmental nonprofit 
organizations. I also have ambitions to 
travel again, so we'll see how the future 
unfolds!

What is a memorable trail experience 
you'd like to share: We took our dog along 
for a bike ride on a trails system in Florida, 
and at one point he wanted to run down 
to the water for a drink. We heard a rustle 
and saw an eight-foot alligator swimming 
away. He was a lucky pup that day!

Lauren Murray

by Partnership for the National Trails System
Adapted from the Spring 2019 Trail of Tears National Historic Trail NewsAWARDS

Missouri TOTA chapter earns humanities partner award
The Missouri Chapter of the Trail of Tears 

Association (TOTA) was one of four recipients 
of the 2018 Missouri Humanities Council Partner 
Award during the Humanities Awards and Gala at 
the Missouri History Museum in St. Louis on October 
24, 2018. Chapter President Deloris Gray Wood 
accepted the award on behalf of the chapter for its 
dedication and work in the humanities in the State. 
The award recognizes the rich historic, cultural, and humanitarian 
significance of the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail in Missouri 
at a critical time—a time when the trail stories and assets were 
nearly forgotten or facts are reworked to more acceptable fiction. 

The Missouri Chapter is rapidly becoming one of the leaders 
of the nine-chapter Trail of Tears Association, bringing new and 
exciting facts forward with engaging, high-tech, and interactive 
opportunities. These have been made possible through strong 
support from the Missouri Humanities Council, including grants 
for research, asset protection funding, leadership toward public 
interpretation, and digitization and GIS georeferencing of the 
trail. This partnership has facilitated efforts between TOTA and its 
congressionally appointed partner, the National Park Service, to 
pursue the goals of finding the actual trail; inventorying the facts, 
stories, and assets of the trail; and interpreting truthfully these 
assets to engender stewardship of the trail.

“We intend to discover the truths of the tribe, the trail, the tragedy, 
and the triumph of the Trail of Tears epic as it actually happened here 
in Missouri,” Gray Wood said in her speech. “A thank you to Dr. Steve 
Belke for believing in us and to the Missouri Humanities Council for 
supporting this nearly forgotten Missouri humanitarian epic.”

Photo Credit: Becky Ambrose
Above from left: Missouri Chapter of the Trail of Tears Association Secretary 
Dr. William Ambrose and President Deloris Gray Wood receive the 2018 Mis-
souri Humanities Council Partner Award from Missouri Humanities Council 
Executive Director Dr. Steve Belko. 
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Outreach by Kayla J. Gasker, Park Ranger - Centennial Coordinator
National Park Service - Scotts Bluff National Monument

Centennial celebrations
National historic trails landmark Scotts Bluff is 100

While the history of the Oregon, 
California, Mormon Pioneer, and 

Pony Express national historic trails have 
been cemented in the cultural identity of 
the United States since their inception, one 
landmark along these notable paths will 
celebrate its 100th anniversary in 2019. 
Scotts Bluff National Monument, located 
in the panhandle of western Nebraska, 
was established on December 12, 1919 
by Presidential Proclamation, marking the 
first time that the Antiquities Act of 1906 
was used to preserve 
a landscape based 
on the westward 
expansion movement 
“Manifest Destiny.”  
The purpose was to 
“preserve the scenic, 
scientific, geologic, 
and historic integrity 
of Scotts Bluff.” 

The monument 
provides protection 
for 3,003 acres of the 
historical scene, the 
associated geological 
features, and natural 
and cultural resourc-
es in perpetuity. The 
overland trail remnants through Mitchell 
Pass signify one of humankind’s most epic 
migrations to America’s western frontier. 
The 800-foot high bluff rising from the 
seemingly endless flat prairie near the 
North Platte River marked the change in 
terrain between the prairies to the east 
and the mountains to the west. More than 
just a physical landmark for emigrants, 
it served as an emotional milestone for 
pioneers seeking progress on their journey 
to a new life. 

Despite being founded by Presidential 
Proclamation, it was the Gering and 
Scottsbluff communities that initiated the 
request and petitioned that the area be 
set aside as a unit of the National Park 
Service. In fact, an inquiry was made to the 
Department of the Interior in 1914, two 
years before the National Park Service was 
even established. 

In the spirit of community strength, an 
entire year of programs and events are 
scheduled to commemorate the centennial. 
Seeking to “empower the pioneer spirit for 

future generations,” most programs are 
newly forged partnerships with community 
groups. Several Humanities Nebraska 
speakers will provide presentations on 
forts of Nebraska, the Native American 
traditions of local tribes, and the legends 
of the American west. Those who grew up 
playing The Oregon Trail computer game 
of the 1990s will feel the nostalgia when 
Philip Bouchard, lead designer of the iconic 
educational game, joins in the centennial 
festivities with two presentations on June 

7-8, comparing and 
contrasting the game 
with the real Oregon 
Trail. Commemorating 
the short-lived Pony 
Express, the Pony 
Express Re-Ride will 
blaze through Scotts 
Bluff on its journey 
to Sacramento. A 
representative from 
the National Pony 
Express Association will 
talk about the Scotts 
Bluff station along the 
Pony Express Trail. 

There will be plenty 
of interactive and 

educational programs throughout 2019 to 
memorialize the centennial of Scotts Bluff 
National Monument. Avid stamp collectors 
can stamp their National Park Service 
passports with the special centennial 
stamp and Junior Rangers can receive 
a special centennial badge. Scotts Bluff 
National Monument was also chosen by the 
Nebraska Tourism Commission as a 2019 
Nebraska Passport stop. 

Considered a “landmark of the ages,” 
Scotts Bluff still serves as a landmark for 
weary traveling families and continues to 
be woven into the fabric of the North Platte 
River Valley community. Whether you are 
interested in westward expansion trail 
history, advances in telecommunications 
and the telegraph, ancient volcanic activity 
that shaped the geology of the Midwest or 
the intricate prairie ecosystem, Scotts Bluff 
National Monument is home to it all.

The National Pony Express Association 
(NPEA) has been invited to participate 

in the 100th anniversary of the Reno 
Rodeo this year as part of the Pony 
Express Re-Ride, which is scheduled to 
leave St. Joseph, MO on June 10 and 
arrive in Sacramento, CA on June 20.

The trail dust on the Pony Express 
National Historic Trail will barely settle 
before the NPEA carries letters for 
veterans into the Rodeo Arena on Patriot 
night, June 21. The Pony Express will give 
a special performance depicting the hand-
off of the mail, delivering “Pony Letters for 
Veterans” via horseback into the arena to 
be handed over to the Veterans Coalition. 
NPEA will also participate in the Reno 
Rodeo Parade on June 22 and at Kids Day, 
where kids can dress up as a Pony Express 
rider and have photos taken, on June 23. 

The NPEA and the Reno Rodeo are 
asking for help from the public to write 
letters to veterans that will be carried 
in a mochila (mail bag) specially made 
for the event. The letters will receive 
a stamp saying that they were carried 
on horseback by the Pony Express. The 
letters will be delivered to the Nevada 
Veterans Coalition for distribution to our 
U.S. veterans. NPEA’s goal is to reach as 
many veterans as possible through this 
letter drive. There is no cost for sending 
as many letters as you’d like, and you 
may use your own stationery.

by Petra Keller, Media Team
National Pony Express Association

NPEA delivering 
letters to veterans at 
Reno Rodeo's 100th

Send Letters
Help NPEA present a full mochila 

to veterans at the Reno Rodeo by 
sending a letter by June 15, 2019 to:

Pony Express Letters for Veterans 
c/o Reno Rodeo 
PO Box 12335 

Reno, NV 89510

www.nationalponyexpress.org/
npea-events/rodeo/

Letter templates and text suggestions at:

www.nps.gov/scbl

Upcoming events and more information 
about Scotts Bluff National Monument:

https://www.nationalponyexpress.org/npea-events/rodeo/
https://www.nps.gov/scbl
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Outreach by Kristine Komar, President
Bitter Root Cultural Heritage Trust, Nez Perce NHT partner

As someone who is passionate about 
sharing the stories of the Nez Perce 

(Nee-Me-Poo) National Historic Trail and 
the Nez Perce people, NPNHT Administrator 
Sandra Broncheau-McFarland works 
diligently with partners to create access 
to and interpretation for the trail. An early 
adopter of technology, she recently found 
a way to share the NPNHT Auto Tour guides 
with a wider audience. Working with the 
U.S. Forest Service Washington Office 
Heritage Program and partner Bitter Root 
Cultural Heritage Trust, all eight of the auto 
tour guides for the trail have been loaded 
onto the Next Exit History app. Now all 92 
sites along the 1,170 mile trail are available 
in an easily accessible digital format. 

Developed by a team of historians and 
instructional designers, the Next Exit History 
app is committed to building the most 
robust database of historical and cultural 
sites on the planet (currently more than 
60,000 sites, including some along the Lewis 
and Clark National Historic Trail). The app is 
free and can be downloaded from the iOS 
or Android app store. The digital app uses 
GPS and saves paper and printing as the 
guides are available on your mobile phone 
or tablet, wherever there is connectivity. 
And not to worry if there isn’t—just plan 
ahead and download each guide as a 
Next Exit History “backpack.” Backpacks 
are then available on your device without 
connectivity. Another bonus is that you 
don’t have to wait to travel to a point of 
interest to access Next Exit History; you can 
explore the NPNHT from your living room or 
backyard, from almost anywhere.

The full set of eight auto tour guides 
are rich resources. Beautifully illustrated, 
they provide wayshowing to points of 
interest along the trail and provide routes 
for mainstream travelers as well as routes 
for rugged travelers with high clearance, 

four-wheel drive vehicles. The guides also 
recommend hikes and present a range of 
points of view regarding the 1877 war and 
flight of the Nez Perce, the U.S. military, 
and settlers. Timelines connect points 
and sidebars abound, providing travelers 
interesting notes related to the story of the 
Flight of 1877 with many suggestions for 
additional resources for readers to peruse, 
including the NPNHT website, www.fs.usda.
gov/npnht. You’ll find a comprehensive 
bibliography, youth activities, videos, maps, 
and on the life skills and traditions of the Nez 
Perce people. Now that the auto tour guides 
are loaded onto Next Exit History, the next 
step will be to add more material to the app.

Getting the auto tour guides onto a digital 
platform was important to Broncheau-

McFarland. “The Forest Service—our whole 
world—is encouraging less printing, so 
getting the guides onto the Next Exit History 
platform makes great sense,” she said. “It 
will make the trail more available and we 
are thrilled that we will be able to continue 
to add material to the app, providing a 
meaningful experience for all who travel the 
Nez Perce Trail.”

“We’re grateful to Doug Stephens, Forest 
Service National Heritage Program, who 
extended the opportunity for the NPNHT to 
utilize Next Exit History, and to Ana Perez, 
Resource Assistant to the National Heritage 
Program, who loaded the text and images 
onto the platform. And to the Bitter Root 
Cultural Heritage Trust who coordinated the 
effort for us,” Broncheau-McFarland said.

Nez Perce NHT adds 92 sites along trail to mobile app
Auto tour guides go digital

For more information on the NPNHT or the Next Exit 
History project, contact: 

www.nextexithistory.com 

sjbroncheaumcfarland@fs.fed.us
npnht@fs.fed.us 

For more information on the Next Exit History app, visit: 

PNTS seeks input on annual State of the Trails Report
The Partnership for the National Trails System is looking to further refine and develop its 

annual State of the Trails Report with input from our Federal and nonprofit partners. Reports 
are meant to provide a benchmark for the national scenic and historic trails and help attract more 
private and public resources to develop and sustain the National Trails System in years to come. 
The attributes and conditions we are reporting on include trail miles; programs and engagement; 
historic, cultural, and ecological sites; and volunteerism. The intent is for this reporting process 
to be a collaborative effort between trail administrators and trail nonprofit leaders, which was 
unfortunately hampered for the 2018 report due to the government shutdown.

To get involved, contact Samantha Haas, 
PNTS Communications Coordinator, at:

communication@pnts.org
View the 2018 report at:

www.pnts.org/new/report/

https://www.nextexithistory.com
http://www.FindYourChesapeake.com/things-to-do/geocaching 
http://www.pnts.org/new/report/


Protection by Gary Werner, Executive Director 
Partnership for the National Trails System

In February, the 116th Congress passed 
S.47—the John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, 

Management, and Recreation Act—the 
largest public lands bill since 2009. 
This omnibus public lands bill includes 
permanent reauthorization of the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), 
authorization of the North Country National 
Scenic Trail Route Adjustment Act, and 
the Eastern Legacy Extension of the Lewis 
and Clark National Historic Trail, among 
many provisions. The bill was passed by 
overwhelming bipartisan votes in both the 
Senate and the House and was named in 
honor of the Michigan Congressman, the 
longest serving member of the House, who 
died earlier that month.

Permanent reauthorization of the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund is critically 
important for efforts to close gaps and 
preserve important natural and cultural 
resources and places along the national 
scenic and historic trails. More than $200 
million from the LWCF was used by the 
National Park Service and U.S. Forest Service 
from 1978-2005 to permanently protect a 
continuous corridor for more than 1,000 
miles of the Appalachian National Scenic 
Trail. During the first decade of this century, 
Congress appropriated $14 million and $15 
million of LWCF funds for land purchases 
along the Ice Age and Florida national scenic 
trails, respectively.

From 2015-2019, Congress appropriated 
$81,567,000 from the LWCF to acquire land 
at 49 places along 15 of the national scenic 
and historic trails. The projects funded 
during this period were developed through 
the Collaborative Landscape Planning 
initiative of the Obama Administration, 
which directed the National Park Service, 
U.S. Forest Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service, and Bureau of Land Management 
to coordinate their land acquisition to help 
protect larger landscapes. The National 
Trails System as well as individual national 
trails were treated as large landscapes. This 
enabled the Partnership for the National 
Trails System to package together land 
protection projects along as many as half of 
the scenic and historic trails as one annual 
National Trails System proposal. Projects 
from these proposals were funded in each 
of four years.

The funded projects included several 
sites along the Ala Kahakai National Historic 

Trail containing petroglyphs and other 
significant cultural resources, as well as 
several important access points to the 
Upper Missouri Wild and Scenic River in 
Montana, one of the most pristine sections 
of the Lewis and Clark NHT. Another 
purchase in the Cherry Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge in Pennsylvania preserved 
critical wildlife habitat while protecting 
the scenic integrity of the Appalachian 
NST. A purchase of five miles of land 
along Alamocita Creek protected rare 
cottonwood glen riparian wildlife habitat 
while enabling the Continental Divide NST 
to move from 52 miles of highway shoulder, 
resulting in an uninterrupted trail corridor 
of 478 miles through New Mexico. A large 
purchase funded over three years closed 
a series of inholding gaps along the Trinity 
Divide section of the Pacific Crest NST in 
northern California. Another multiyear 
project protected Werowocomoco in 
Virginia, one of the most significant Native 
American villages in eastern North America, 
inhabited for centuries, and the site of the 
seminal meeting between Chief Powhatan 
and Captain John Smith in the early 17th 
century along the Captain John Smith 
Chesapeake NHT.

In testimony submitted in March, the 
Partnership for the National Trails System 
requested Congress to appropriate $33.4 
million from the LWCF for Fiscal Year 2020 
to preserve 41 places along 12 national 
scenic and historic trails. In early April, 
14 Senators introduced bill S.1081 to 
require dedicated appropriation of the 
full $900 million authorized for the LWCF 
annually. The legacy of the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund so critical for 
completing and protecting the National 
Trails System continues.

Federal program is critical for protecting special places along national trails

LWCF permanently reauthorized 
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File Photo
Above: Funded LWCF projects include the 59-acre 
Kauleoli Property along the Kona Coast of Hawaii. 
The acquisition protected a half-mile segment 
of the Ala Kahakai National Historic Trail and 
adjacent shoreline from residential development, 
preserving culturally rich sites around the trail.

Land and Water Conservation Fund Trail Projects
From 2015 through 2019, Land and Water 
Conservation Fund money was used to 
purchase land along 15 of the 30 national 
scenic and historic trails.

• Appalachian NST
• Continental Divide NST
• Ice Age NST
• New England NST
• North Country NST
• Pacific Crest NST 
• Pacific Northwest NST

NATIONAL SCENIC TRAILS NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAILS

• Ala Kahakai NHT
• California NHT
• Captain John Smith Chesapeake NHT
• Lewis and Clark NHT
• Nez Perce (Nee-Me-Poo) NHT 
• Old Spanish NHT
• Oregon NHT
• Overmountain Victory NHT

Learn more about the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund:

www.lwcfcoalition.com

https://www.lwcfcoalition.com


Capacity by Peter Bonsall, Geographer - GIS Specialist, and Matt Robinson, GIS Specialist
National Park Service and Appalachian National Scenic Trail, respectively
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A Geographic Information System (GIS) 
is a powerful tool that allows users to 

view a variety of geographic data, perform 
spatial analysis, and conduct locational 
based research in both a desktop and 
online environment. Over the past year, 
the National Trails System (NTS) has 
made tremendous strides in utilizing this 
technology to enhance its capabilities at 
a national, system-wide scale. With the 
development of the National Trails System 
Webmapping Application, users now have 
the ability to view, download, and analyze 
authoritative centerline data for all 30 
national scenic and historic trails.

PREVIOUS CHALLENGES
This is a particularly notable achievement 

since GIS capabilities across the NTS 
vary from trail to trail. Some national 
scenic and historic trails have in-house 
GIS capacity and are able to provide the 
public with accurate mapping information, 
while others do not have any GIS capacity 
and have traditionally relied upon dated 
cartographic products as their public 
resource. Ownership of NTS GIS data is 
also scattered across Federal agencies and 
nongovernmental partner groups, with 
some data being managed by the National 
Park Service, some by the U.S. Forest 
Service, and some by nongovernmental 
organizations. This creates quite a challenge 
when trying to consolidate data or perform 
spatial analysis at a national level. And, until 
recently, to locate national trail GIS data a 
user would have to contact each national 
trail individually to acquire centerline data, 
a process that is both difficult and time 
consuming. With the NTS Webmapping 
Application, that has all changed.

CENTERLINE DATA
The goal of the NTS Webmapping 

Application is to provide the public with a 
centralized location to view and download 
authoritative GIS data for all 30 national 
scenic and historic trails. It is built using the 
Environmental Systems Research Institute’s 
(ESRI) ArcGIS Online technology, which 
allows each national trail dataset to be 
maintained and updated by its respective 
trail GIS steward, but consolidated and 
shown in one location within the NTS 
Webmapping Application. This ensures that 

when each GIS steward updates its data, the 
webmapping application remains accurate 
and shows the latest authoritative data for 
each trail. Currently, the primary focus is on 
centerline data for each trail, but the hope 
is that additional trail data will be added 
to the application in the future such as 
campgrounds, trailheads, etc.

INTERACTIVE LAYERS
Simply being able to see the whole NTS 

overlaid on one map is an astounding way 
to see the extent of the system, but the 
NTS Webmapping Application offers much 
more than that. With it, users can zoom in 
and interactively explore each trail, they can 
turn on and off individual layers, and they 
can access additional information and links 
to official web pages by clicking on any trail. 

Users can also download individual trail 
centerline data, allowing for more focused 
and locally based analyses to be conducted.  

ADDITIONAL DATA
The NTS Webmapping Application also 

allows users to view national recreation trail 
point data, which is a subset of the NTS that 
focuses on local, short distance trails, as 
well as view the Protected Areas Database 
of the United States (PADUS), which displays 
the boundaries of protected areas across 
the country. Additionally, users can toggle 
on and off a variety of base layers, draw 
upon data from across the ArcGIS Online 
environment, and add their own personally 
hosted data using the “Add Data” tool within 
the webmapping application. 

A foundation for National Trails System Geographic Information Systems
NTS Webmapping Application

www.pnts.org/new/map-
interactive-gis/

View the National Trails System 
Webmapping Application:

Screenshots
Above: The National Trails System Webmapping 
Application displays centerline data for all 30 
national scenic and historic trails.
Left: Attribute pop-up windows, like the one 
highlighting the California National Historic Trail, 
allow users to view more information about a trail 
and access official trail websites.  

Continued on Page 14

http://www.pnts.org/new/map-interactive-gis/


STORY MAPS
The NTS Webmapping Application is a great 

promotional and interpretive tool that can be 
viewed either as a standalone application or 
embedded within a webpage or other online 
media, such as a Story Map. Story Maps are 
online applications that utilize geographic 
data along with photos and text to tell a story, 
and many Federal agencies, including the 
National Park Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, and the Bureau of Land Management, 
are using them to spatially and descriptively 
highlight interpretive elements across the 
National Trails System (learn more at www.
pnts.org/new/blm-fws-nps-launch-story-
maps/). One example of this is the National 
Trails System Story Map, created for the 50th 
anniversary of the passing of the National 
Trails System Act.

PARTNER ENGAGEMENT
Another example of how the NTS 

Webmapping Application is being used 
comes from the National Park Service 
National Trails Intermountain Region (NTIR), 
which manages nine of the national historic 
trails. The NTIR has used the webmapping 
application as an outlet for engaging partners 
associated with their national historic trails. 
Presentations utilizing the webmapping 
application have been shared at the Tribal 
GIS Conference in Albuquerque, NM, and at 

board meetings with the Oregon-California 
Trails Association and the El Camino Real de 
los Tejas NHT Association, which have made 
it easier for partners to view and analyze 
their respective national historic trail.

The NTS Webmapping Application is a 
foundation of success in the National Trails 
System. With public, authoritative data 
now available in one location, anyone from 
interagency staff to partner organizations 
to local trail enthusiasts can access this 
information, learn about national trails, and 
download data. The foundation is set, and 
now it is time to build upon it. 
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by Partnership for the National Trails System
Adapted from PNTS press release

PNTS awards 17 Trail Intern grants
The Partnership for the National Trails System, in collaboration with the Bureau of Land Management, Federal Highway 

Administration, National Park Service, and U.S. Forest Service, is pleased to announce grant recipients for their 2019 
National Trail Intern grants. Seventeen grants totaling $153,678 were awarded, ranging in size from $6,000 to $10,000. 
These grants will be matched with over $94,942 in partner non-Federal cash funds, $150,972 of in-kind contributions, and 
$185,723 in other Federal funds. These grant opportunities for young adults will help to strengthen the capacity of the 
organizations and agencies to help administer and manage the national scenic and historic trails.

Learn more:

www.pnts.
org/new/

intern-grants/

• Appalachian NST—Appalachian Trail Conservancy 
• Arizona NST—Arizona Trail Association
• Continental Divide NST—Continental Divide Trail 
   Coalition
• Florida NST—Florida Trail Association
• Ice Age NST—Ice Age Trail Alliance
• New England NST—Appalachian Mountain Club
• North Country NST—North Country Trail Association
• Pacific Crest NST—Pacific Crest Trail Association 
• Pacific Northwest NST—Pacific Northwest Trail 
   Association

• El Camino Real de los Tejas NHT—El Camino Real de los Tejas NHT Association 
   (ELCAT) and National Park Service National Trails Intermountain Region (NTIR) 
• Lewis and Clark and Nez Perce NHTs—Pompeys Pillar Historical Association 
   (Friends of Pompeys Pillar)
• Old Spanish NHT—Bureau of Land Management
• Oregon and California NHTs—Oregon-California Trails Association
• Overmountain Victory NHT—Overmountain Victory Trail Association
• Santa Fe NHT—National Park Service
• Star-Spangled Banner NHT—Living Classrooms Foundation, Inc., 
   National Park Service
• Trail of Tears NHT—National Park Service

NATIONAL SCENIC TRAILS NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAILS

Continued from Page 13

Share Your  
Trail's Experience
The Partnership for the National Trails 

System is curious how you are using 
the National Trails System Webmapping 
Application and what you would like to 
see added in the future. Please contact 
Samantha Haas, PNTS Communications 
Coordinator, with any examples or ideas, 
which might be shared in future articles:

communication@pnts.org

Screenshot
Above: The National Trails System Story Map was created with the NTS Webmapping Application for the 
50th anniversary of the National Trails System Act at www.trails50.org/story-map. Users can view informa-
tion and photos about each national scenic and historic trail, as well as locate the trail on the webmap. 

Capacity

Interactive NTS webmap provides opportunities for trail organizations

http://www.pnts.org/new/blm-fws-nps-launch-story-maps/
http://www.pnts.org/new/blm-fws-nps-launch-story-maps/
http://www.pnts.org/new/blm-fws-nps-launch-story-maps/
http://www.pnts.org/new/map-interactive-gis/
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Nathan Caldwell retires from FWS

Trail Resources
RECREATIONAL TRAILS REPORT

The Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) recently published the 2019 
Recreational Trails Program (RTP) Annual 
Report. The RTP provides funds to the 
States to develop and maintain recreational 
trails and trail-related facilities for both 
nonmotorized and motorized recreational 
trail uses. This annual report describes RTP 
funding and administration, with examples 
of the variety of projects that States have 
funded to build and enhance recreational 
trails across America.  

RIVERS AND TRAILS TRAINING
The Bureau of Land Management 

worked with its interagency partners and 
the Eppley Institute to release training 
on the management of Wild and Scenic 
Rivers and National Scenic and Historic 
Trails. Participants decide the order, 
progression, and time they'd like to take 
to complete the modules. Following 
each module they will complete an 
assessment, which requires them to 
demonstrate their understanding of key 
course concepts.

Nathan Caldwell, 
Transportation 

Program Analyst with 
the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS), 
retired from Federal 
service on December 
31, 2018. He also 
served as the FWS 
representative on the 
Federal Interagency Council 
on Trails and its successor, 
the Federal Interagency 
Council on the National 
Trails System (Council), 
from 2005 to 2018. He 
began his career with the 
Federal government in May 1987 on the 
North Rim of Grand Canyon National Park 
as a seasonal law enforcement ranger. 
He started with the FWS at the Wichita 
Mountains Wildlife Refuge in southwestern 
Oklahoma in May 1990. He spent 14 1/2 
years at the FWS Headquarters office as 
part of the Transportation Program, which 
includes trails of all types. His career took 
him from coast to coast, even to Hawaii's 
island of Kauai. He also volunteered as a 
trail patroller and overseer for the Potomac 
Appalachian Trail Club.

“Nathan has an amazing capacity 
to understand and explain programs, 
policies, locations, and lots more. 
Whenever I was supposed to go to a 
conference to explain Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) trail programs, 
but couldn’t go, I knew that I could trust 
Nathan to speak on my behalf,” said 
Christopher Douwes, Community Planner 
for the FHWA Transportation Alternatives/

Recreational Trails Program.
In March 2019, Nathan started working 

as a half-time reemployed annuitant from 
his new home in Kennewick, WA, which 
is just about the point where the Corps 
of Discovery made their furthest north 
exploration up the Columbia River. He 
will be helping transition his duties as the 
National Trails System contact to new staff 
coming on board with the FWS. He is deeply 
grateful for all the understanding, kindness, 
and support of all the Council members, 
PNTS staff, national trail administrators, 
and the National Trails System support 
organization staff and volunteers over 
the years. "I hope I was able to make a 
small difference in how the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service views and understands the 
importance of trails overall and the national 
trails in particular,” he said.

“On behalf of the Partnership for 
the National Trails System, I want to 
acknowledge and thank Nathan for his ever 
enthusiastic work to make the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service a regular partner in 
supporting the national scenic and historic 
trails,” said Gary Werner, PNTS Executive 
Director. “Although the FWS does not 
administer any of the scenic or historic 
trails, at least 70 National Wildlife Refuges, 
such as St. Marks in Florida, Bosque del 
Apache in New Mexico, and Cherry Valley 
in Pennsylvania, host important sections 
of many of these trails. Nathan worked 
persistently to increase the awareness of 
and support for the national trails within 
these refuges and throughout the Service. 
He was also a consistent contributor to the 
National Trails System trainings over the 
years.”

Nathan Caldwell

PNTS President:  
Barney Mann 
PNTS Vice President - Governance:  
Jim Zimmerman • Nez Perce Trail Foundation

PNTS Secretary:  
Luke Kloberdanz • Ice Age Trail Alliance

PNTS Treasurer:  
Jim Muschett
PNTS Trail Leaders Council Chair:
RG Absher • Overmountain Victory Trail Association 

National Historic Trails Representative:
James L. Mallory • Lewis and Clark Trust, Inc.

National Scenic Trails Representative:
Mike Wollmer • Ice Age Trail Alliance

Steve Elkinton 
Sandi Marra  
Cosmo Catalano • Appalachian Trail Conservancy
Kathy DeCoster • Trust for Public Land 
Margaret Gorski • Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation
Deloris Gray Wood • Trail of Tears Association 
Teresa Martinez • Continental Divide Trail Coalition 
Elizabeth Stewart • Anza Trail Foundation
Liz Bergeron • Pacific Crest Trail Association
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PNTS Trail Leaders Council Chair:
RG Absher • Overmountain Victory Trail Association 

National Historic Trails Representative:
James L. Mallory • Lewis and Clark Trust, Inc.

National Scenic Trails Representative:
Mike Wollmer • Ice Age Trail Alliance

Dennis Hart • Ala Kahakai Trail Association
Elizabeth Stewart • Anza Trail Foundation 
Bridget Likely • Appalachian Mountain Club (NET)
Cosmo Catalano • Appalachian Trail Conservancy 
Matt Nelson • Arizona Trail Association  
Susan Shingledecker • Chesapeake Conservancy 
Clare Cain • Connecticut Forest & Park Association (NET) 
Teresa Martinez • Continental Divide Trail Coalition 
Jim Wolf • Continental Divide Trail Society 
Marcie Davis • E Mau Nā Ala Hele (Ala Kahakai NHT) 
Steven Gonzales • El Camino Real de los Tejas NHT Association 
Alex Stigliano • Florida Trail Association
Judy Bittner • Iditarod Historic Trail Alliance 
Lou Ritten • Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation
Ron Andersen • Mormon Pioneer Trail Association 
Tony Turnbow • Natchez Trace Parkway Association 
Pat Hearty • National Pony Express Association 
Ellen von Karajan • National Washington-Rochambeau 
                       Revolutionary Route NHT Association, Inc. (W3R-US)
Jim Zimmerman • Nez Perce Trail Foundation 
Andrea Ketchmark • North Country Trail Association 
Reba Wells Grandrud • Old Spanish Trail Association 
Bill Martin • Oregon-California Trails Association
Justin Kooyman • Pacific Crest Trail Association 
Jeff Kish • Pacific Northwest Trail Association 
Ric Francke • Potomac Heritage Trail Association 
Marcia Will-Clifton • Santa Fe Trail Association 
Deloris Gray Wood • Trail of Tears Association 

FEDERAL PARTNERS 
by Partnership for the National Trails System
Adapted from partner emails

https://provalenslearning.com/
courses?partner=112

www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/
recreational_trails/overview/

report/2019/

https://provalenslearning.com/courses?partner=112
https://provalenslearning.com/courses?partner=112
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/overview/report/2019/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/overview/report/2019/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/overview/report/2019/


WE'VE MOVED...AGAIN!

Pathways Across America
Partnership for the National Trails System
306 E. Wilson St. Suite 2E
Madison, WI  53703

www.pnts.org

Event Calendar

May 14, 
2019 Latino Conservation Week Webinar 

3PM EDT
www.pnts.org/ 
new/webinars/

May 23, 
2019

Effective Communication: 
Giving and Receiving Feedback

Webinar 
2PM EDT

www.pnts.org/ 
new/webinars/

June 1, 2019 American Hiking Society's 
National Trails Day Nationwide www.americanhiking.

org/national-trails-day/

June 10-20, 
2019

National Pony Express  
Association's Re-Ride

St. Joseph, MO -  
Sacramento, CA

www.national 
ponyexpress.org

June 11, 
2019 National Public Lands Day Webinar 

3PM EDT
www.pnts.org/ 
new/webinars/

July 19-28, 
2019

Nez Perce Trail Foundation's 
Summer Educational Trail Tour

Yellowstone NP, 
WY - Bear Paw 
Battlefield, MT

www.nezpercetrail.net

www.pnts.org/new/events/

Connect

Facebook and Twitter: 
@PartnershipNTS

Instagram: 
@nationaltrailssystem

Pathways and e-News: 
communication@pnts.org

Webinar Topics: 
admin@pnts.org
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https://www.americanhiking.org/national-trails-day/
https://www.nationalponyexpress.org
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http://www.pnts.org/
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http://www.nezpercetrail.net
http://www.pnts.org/new/events/

