Dear Sir o hindam:
Il Jones for the OCT A Dutstanding Educator Award, 1 hlhﬂl:

over twenty years, In addition to her volunieer week 1n our
in the Oconomowos Area School District.
en student through experientia

It gives me great pleasure o recommend Ji
knawn Jill Jones in a variety of capacities for
community, she is & co-eacher along with me
collegial partner in stafl development coursswork o sirenglh

this is where I gt stuck...

Hillisalsca
| leaming. And

ve hundreds of letters that describe hundreds of teachers who
ring youth, Great educators will do it with grace and passion.

And | would agree thas Jill does just that ...but the reality is... Jill does it better than most. Sohowdol
rmake Jill stand out? How do [ nepresent the joy, hope, and learning she gives every day to any student

willing to take a chance-willing to set out on a trail of leaming?

As | ponder this letter, | think you will reced
support the beauty of the educating ard inspi

eaching in an environment demanding data to

| sneak a look Into her room. There is Jill-
dressed as Jim Bridger talking with a drawl

ds are gathered in teams discussing what

How dom #degquately explain, that when the tortures of |
demonstrate student success becomes so overwhelming,
srmiling, teaching, communicating, and inspiring. She is

leading kids in gaining understanding of the American Spirt. Ki
to take in their wagons. Their veices convey those are THEIR WAGONS. THEIR DECISIONS matter.

The students know they are on a quest to live the American experience. Mo standardized test required here!
These young Americans are engaged in high level thought and inquiry guided by a master teacher.

boy whe really does not fit in gets a “Hey Kyle"

Haow do [ share with you the moment when the 8th grade
be in the same wagon? How do 1 convey the

from the Uber Popular 8 grade girl that just happened 10
mament that he tums to the gawking group of jocks, smiles, and says wyagh, we are on the trail together
amd she is pretty cool?” [ think the Preaty Cool Ome is Jilll She creates & group where everyont is expected

10 work hard and be kind while celebrating the beauty of our countries history.

Jill exhibits an amazing ability to consistently stay on schedule and at the same time is flexible, which
henefits the entire classroom, She schieves this balance by setting learning goals that are relevant, meet the
needs of all students, and aligned with rigorous state standards for student leaming. Which is important,
but | want to tell you the stories of the former students that come back. They “sneak” onto the high school
bus to get to our intermediate school to “say Hi to Mrs. Jones™ after school. They quictly thank her for the
homework and rigorous expectations that prepared therm so well for the demands of Advanced Placement
classes. These young adults bear witness to how she influenced the lives of the children and enhanced their

educational performance.

eaching methods for the educationz] progress of all types of students,
needs of students. Throughout her classroom, you will find various
for all students that align with their individual leaming
styles. .E‘mrhnw.:iuH:e{u-_pwmn‘ujﬂ_p?Hnwdpihfp}wmhrdﬂkﬂfa!ﬁﬂwd?fm;ﬁn
fo .r.inerhausmiwfm:mmmhﬁerhamiﬂhmhﬂpﬁﬁﬂdmﬁﬂamhﬂlﬂﬁﬁndrh#
ﬁmmemmgabﬂiﬂuwrnmﬂwmfh#mulw;?ﬂw#fuhﬂnmﬁu.ﬂuﬂ'uﬂl her? 1
can't. So 1 ask 1o do this...close your eyes, remember in your heart that teacher who changed your entire

p:rmplimnflmning.ﬁnlmhwwhnnptmdum : __-_'!fhﬂilﬁll.

She has the ability to use innovative t
and recognizes the individual leaming
teaching stations to promote knowledge acquisition
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paat, the batter praparsd you &xa for the

"rhe sSora you know about the
Eocsevalt are the words that

future”™. These words by President Thecdore
Puide my teaching of V.5 History. My namoe is Jill Jonos and I hawve the
Spportunity to teach U.5. History ko Athgraders in Oconomowos, a g=nll town
in the scothesstern part of Wisconain. The UW.%. History that I teach
throughout the year begins with a quick reviaw of the American Rewolution
and takes us through about 100 years of American Histery thzough tha

Baconstruction Era

My personal favorite topic is teaching the about the wastarn axpansion
in & thres weak mini onit, In this anit, I create & simulation wheza the
studanta will rele play picoaaca traveling on the Oregen/Hackes trail. The

Backer trail is a simolated trail that mimics the iandmarks, river
crossings, trail decisicns, atc. that the pionears traveled and sadae

decigions about. This simulation really allowa students to walk in the
footatepa of the pioneers, to assume a pionéar identity, along with an
cocoupation and family, ckeats a backatory which includes the reasonis) for
traveling west, and select a mode of travel for how they gat to
Independence, MO, (thes jumping off city whara the trail bagins) .

fn the trails west anit, students simulate situations and svents
similar to those experisnced by pioneera headed west in early wagen trains.
As sattlers bheaded west during the mid-1800"& {1840=1870) the studsnts face
chkallonges such as floods, droughta, blocked trails, anakes, Natdive
Amgricans, and lack of food. The would-be homestoaders must make Dumerons
ipdividoal and small group decisions (e.g., what to do about a lack of
water, how to cross a flooded river, how to deal with others along the
trail, and which trail to take). Thess decisions and other events provide
the students with a realistic wiew of what picneer life was like, why

pecple went west, and what happened to them an route. While learning about
the wagon trains, campfire chats are given, where students learn how Co

fake and structurs their notes to create a realistic short story about
their journeys along the Oregon Trail.

" How does the simulation begin? It begins when students walk into =y

. door, I greet the=m as Jim Bridger, the trail boss. I am usually dressed up
in =y duster and cowboy hat, and I welcome everyone to the trails west
{gunerally I throw a little southern accent inte by dialogue becavss Bridger cazo from
wirginia and 1 izagine that ke had one). After a friendly greeting, I anncunce
that they will belong to one of the wagon trains heading west on the Cragon
_ Trail. Students get assigned into one of four wagon trains. Each train

. has roughly seven membars. Each wageon train gets to select a wagon master
#o help guide the team west and with the help of their team, they make
decisions that play out in this simulation. Stodents in each wagon traim,
solect a journal writer, materials manager, and an assistant wagon master
help cut each team. These roles help teams to be organized, responsible

keap things rolling li-?ll-'l:lﬁ Long th -ails we

[

Students in sach team W
The list is au thenti 1 S

Forpoaa:
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then asked to creata s name badge for

whe lived in the 1540°&.

Ehemsslves. On this badge studanta =ust shew a aymbol for t.hli::__hu-i::uplt:.a:.
Place of origin, select ona item from home they can’t leave without, :uldit-
draan they have for travaling weat to Oragon Tarritory. Each plonser 241
alac davalop a puah and pull facter Far what is pushing ﬂ:;iuu: ;! - ti:n
homal nd what is pulling tham to tha west. s informa

g el BT R sreating the short atory that

will then becase pazt of thair backstory whan
most students will write A3 an aAsssssment for this unit.

Aftar sesleacting theizs plonees identity, studesnta must skep in
meurt heusa and buy thaeir supplias. Thay are
Whila shoppling,

Studants ara

Indeapandence and visit tha
diracted to ssveral general storss in Eown for purchasas.

studants are working with both & budget of 5500.00 and also a l_.l:-lm:l_ 1b.
waight limit for the Prairie Schooner oF the Cenestoga wagon choice they

Sacla
Jim Bridgez (n.k.a. myself) acts as the trail boas of all wagons

traveling west. I lat pioneers know that whan tha’ grass is green we will be
rolling out. Pionesrs quickly make their puzrchases, filling out a supply
list and making sure they have atayed under their woailght limit, etc. At
thias peint, I introduce pioneers to the movie “In Pursuit of A Dream” Part
One: kids are learning about each other and the rules of the trail. In
addition, they make decisions about the supplies they select and why thay

are necassary for life on the trail. My students grow in their
understanding of practicality i.e. taking a Dutch oven instead of a Franklin

stove, Stedents get their supply lista approved by Bridger.and then it's
time to start ocur journey west. I giwve them some background by showing them

a alideshow on the Oregon Trail j(ea your jump drive along with all the cthaer pawar

paints uaed in eRis siEulstion ]
Before we can roll out of Indepeandence, group chores must be done, this
invelvas craating a team nams and a team motto which are put onto the wagon

Students also areata A l_llll' wagon to act as a game piesce for
Finally,

this past yaax) .

Erain cover.
the trails weat that can move along the trail on the gams map.

atudents create a team journal, whare all their journal entries, trail

‘decisions and cutcomes can be written. ' The first journal entry will ba to

talk about the wagoen train ceming tegether and forming a team. In this

antry they discuas hew they met, who they salacted as the wagon master and

| why. Each team then introduces themselves to the class ending with a
statament on their hopes and dreams for living in the west. £

Studentsssust work together and complete chores every night. Complated
k moves their team on the game board and alsc affects the anacgy factor
each team or how fast each team moves along the trail. As M&n:- bagin
move :1-='nq there are fates that play out. These fates or scenarica Are
1 life situations that pioneers would have experienced while traveling
e, scouting reports predict the
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our piconeers are

hin bant WAy +a handla the

to work together, and build
pbut what is bast for our

pant in today’s waxrld

jfg scenarios coma up along tha exrail,

Aa thass real
working tegethear £o aalva problams OF daciding &
situation. Thay are Foroed to raly on sach other,
team cooperation Tt is not always about “mynulf”:
team. An ispertant aoncapt back than, but sgqually impoOr

too,
Thronghout this gimulation, many activities and scenariof ara being
Played nuh. Etgdants are growing in their understanding of plonear lifa by
dona by Mr. Bridgesx (mysalf) .

individual ressacching, as well campfira chats

my fathar and I decided to travel the first 1,000 milas of
Wa began in Indepandence, Miaaouri, and saw all tha
took the historical tour with mule driven covered wagon., We

from the Mational Park Sarvice and mapped out our day-
The exparience was something

In Juns of 2017,
the Oregon Trail
wondarful alitas,
picked up trail boolks
to-day plan for the sights that wa wanted to soa.
that I will always treasure: to ba abla to asa the placaes, losk At wagon
swales and soa this great land as the plordars must have seen it. It is &
history's teacherzs dream! I toock many picturas and tried to make this journey
come alive from behind the lens of my camera. I used these pictures in =Y
campfire chats with students to help tham sea’ the aights and sounda of life

I was trying te recreate the experience for my studants
I

along tha trail.
threugh these pictures and atorias that I parscnally shared with them,

hoped to make this as real as possible for my students. Dad and I are planning
on taking the next 1,000 miles of the trip this summer, traveling from Fort

Bridger te Oregon City. I can't wait to experience it, the final lag of the

Oregon Traill

.lJu:it J.:..h the real p%nnnara who went west, teams experience hardships, *
:::i :illaa::‘zlvn: ::naa;n? er in accidents along the tzail, but ultimltliy
ol v and mahf it to Oregon Country. Our simulation ands with most

getting to the Promised Land. Each picneer chooses to create a

& sentation oo
4

Fe authentic to this ara. (I will have scae photos of the latest work donae by =y 8

Fads studdnts this year. I began thia o
[ & | . - unit on March 4™
include the sost recent work dona by st - m just finished on March 22, 2019,
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